
HOUSE No, 21

Commonwealth of ittassacljusctte.

Of f ic e  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y , B oston , Jan. 9, 1902.

Hon. J ames J. Myeks, Speaker, House of Representatives.

Sir :—-I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the 
use of the Legislature, the annual report of the State Pen
sion Agent, for the year 1901.

Very respectfully,

WM. M. OIJN, Secretary.



2 STATE PENSION AGENT. [Jan.

Commonwealth of JiTasoadiuoctts

P en sio n  D e p a r t m e n t , B o sto n , Jan. 1, 1902.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled.

G e n t l e m e n  : — In compliance with the Public Statutes, 

I herewith submit my annual report, for the year ending 

Dec. 31, 1901.
Since my last report the most important legislation enacted 

was the act of March 3, 1901, restoring certain widows to 

the pension rolls. As this bill is of vast importance to 

those concerned, I will give the report of the committee on 

invalid pensions relative thereto : —

The committee on invalid pensions, to whom was referred the 
bill (H. R. 9886) to restore certain widows to the pension roll, 
submit the following report: —

The bill proposes that the Secretary of the Interior, in the 
event of a remarried widow, if she were the wife of a Union 
soldier during the war of the rebellion, shall again become a 
widow, she shall be restored to the pension rights she had as the 
widow of said soldier at the time of her remarriage, and directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to place her name on the pension roll at 
the rate she was receiving at the time of her said remarriage. Tour 
committee is of the opinion that this would be an act of justice. 
The wife of the soldier who stayed at home, cared for the family, 
in many instances on very meagre support, frequently performing 
hard manual labor to keep the family together, and bore all the 
anxieties incident to the absence of her soldier husband, per
formed a patriotic duly and carried a great burden. While her 
hardships may not have been as great as those of her husband, 
she bore them longer. After the battle was over, the soldier knew 
the result. The wife at home endured the anguish of suspense 
for days before the result was known. Many of these brave and 
loyal women who lost their husbands and were left without means 
thought they would better their condition by remarriage.

The bill proposes that if she again becomes a widow she shall 
be restored to the pensionable standing she had, by reason of the
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anguish and hardships she endured and the loss of the husband 
she gave for our country. Why not? The institution of marriage 
is honorable, and entered into by widows all over the land. If a 
second husband relieved the government of the care of such widow 
for a time, and she should again become a widow, the government 
should willingly restore her to that honored pension roll, and pay 
her a small pension. Who would see one of these war widows 
who had received a small pension and lost the same by remarriage 
go to the almshouse or suffer for the necessities of life? Let us 
not forget that, answering to the patriotic devotion which led the 
brave men to the fields of mortal conflict, there were these brave 
and noble women in their homes, bereaved of the protection of 
their national protectors.

The above report having been favorably received, the fol

lowing bill was passed : —

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 
forty-seven hundred and eight of the laws of the United States 
governing the granting of army and navy pensions be, and the 
same is, amended to read as follows : The remarriage of any 
widow, dependent mother or dependent sister entitled to pension 
shall not bar her right to said pension to the date of her remar
riage, whether an application therefor was filed before or after 
such marriage ; but on the remarriage of any widow, dependent 
mother or dependent sister having a pension, such pension shall 
cease : provided, however, that any widow who was the lawful wife 
of any officer or enlisted man in the army, navy or marine corps 
of the United States, during the period of his service in any war, 
and whose name was placed or shall hereafter be placed on the 
pension roll because of her husband’s death as the result of wound 
or injury received or disease contracted in such military or naval 
service, and whose name has been or shall hereafter be dropped 
from said pension roll by reason of her marriage to another person 
who has since died or shall hereafter die, or from whom she has 
been heretofore or shall be hereafter divorced upon her own appli
cation and without fault on her part, and if she is without means 
of support other than her daily labor, as defined by the acts of 
June twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and ninety, and May 
ninth, nineteen hundred, shall be entitled to have her name again 
placed upon the pension rolls at the rate now provided for widows 
by the act of July fourteenth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, 
March third, eighteen hundred and seventy-three, and March
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nineteenth, eighteen hundred and eighty-six, such pension to com
mence from the date of the filing of her application in the Pen
sion Bureau after the approval of this act; and provided, further, 
that where such widow is already in receipt of a pension from the 
United States she shall not be entitled to restoration under this 
a c t; and provided, further, that where the pension of said widow 
on her second or subsequent marriage has accrued to a helpless or 
idiotic child, or a child or children under the age of sixteen years, 
she shall not be entitled under this act unless said helpless or 
idiotic child, or children under sixteen years of age, be then a 
member or members of her family and cared for by her, and upon 
the restoration of said widow the payment of pension to said child 
or children shall cease.

It is proper to add that this bill applies only to claimants 

who are without means of support other than their daily 

labor, and an actual net income not exceeding two hundred 
and fifty dollars per annum.

During the past year Col. W. L. Curry, former Adjutant- 

General for President McKinley when he was Governor of 

the State of Ohio, requested me to furnish him with a copy 

of the act creating the State Pension Office in Massachusetts. 

His request was complied with, a bill was introduced in 

the Legislature in that State and passed unanimously, and 

Colonel Curry was appointed by the Governor as the agent. 

He then made a visit to this department, and was so pleased 

with the method of doing the business here, after looking 

over the work, that copies of the blanks and forms used in 

the office were furnished him, and he has adopted the same 

systems which are used in this department.

Following is a detailed statement of the work of the oflSce 
for the past year : —

Total number of claims received, . . . .  1,621
Number of claims a l lo w e d ,...............................  g§9
Number of claims r e je c te d , ...............................  555
Amount co llected ,.............................................. 166,818 63
Pension vouchers e x e c u te d ,...............................Ig 309
Letters received, . . . . . . .  p) 933
Letters written,................................................................ 10,904

Respectfully submitted,

J. B. PARSONS,
State Pension Agent.


