
HOUSE No. 213.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Edward B. Callender for legislation
to provide for the appointment of a special committee to consider the
manufacturing and distribution of gas in the city of Boston. Public
Lighting. January 20.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Two.

AN ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Committee to investigate

the Relations between the Various Gas Companies and As-
sociations manufacturing or supplying Gas to the Consum-
ers thereof in the City of Boston, to ascertain the Fair Cost
at which Gas can be manufactured and supplied to such
Consumers and for Other Persons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, shall within thirty days after the pas-
-3 sage of this act, appoint a committee of three suitable
4 persons, one of whom he shall designate as chairman and
5 two of whom at least shall be citizens of the city of Bos-
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6 ton, to investigate the subject of the relations between
7 the various gas companies and associations (including
8 therein the NewEngland Gas andCokeCompany),engaged
9 in manufacturing or supplying gas either for purposes of

10 heat or illumination to consumers thereof in the city of
11 Boston, to ascertain the fair cost at which gas both for
12 the purposes of heat and illumination can be manufact-
-13 ured and supplied to such consumers in said city, and the
14 need, if any, of legislation to fix a maximum charge or
15 rate at which such gas shall be sold to such consumers,
16 and also to determine the fair and equitable basis on
17 which the various companies manufacturing or supplying
18 gas to such consumers may be consolidated with due
19 regard to the various interests of said companies, their
20 stockholders and creditors and the public as well.

1 Section 2. Said committee shall forthwith proceed
2 to consider and investigate the various matters referred
3 to in section one of this act. Shall have the power to
4 summon and compel the attendance of witnesses, may
5 administer oaths to such witnesses and may establish
6 rules and regulations for the conduct of its business, and
7 shall be provided with suitable quarters by the sergeant-
-8 at-arms in the state house or elsewhere. Said committee
9 may employ experts and all necessary and clerical assist-

-10 ance as may be authorized by the governor and council.
11 The members of said committee shall receive such com-
-12 pensation as the governor and council shall determine as
13 fit and reasonable. One-half of the expenses and charges
14 of said committee shall be borne by the companies manu-
-15 facturing or supplying gas to the said consumers, accord-
-16 ing to their gross earnings to be apportioned by the tax
17 commissioner, who shall assess upon each of said com-
-18 panics its just proportion according to the returns filed
19 in the year nineteen hundred and one, and such assess-
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20 ment shall be collected in the manner provided by law
21 for the collection of taxes upon corporations, and the
22 other half of the expense and charges shall be borne by
23 the city of Boston and paid into the treasury of the
24 Commonwealth on certificate of the state treasurer within
25 thirty days from the date of the same.

1 Section 3. Said committee shall complete its investi-
-2 gation and make report to the general court in print on
3 or before the fifteenth day of January, nineteen hundred
4 and three. And if said committee recommends any
5 legislation it shall accompany its report with drafts of
6 such bills as are necessary to carry such recommenda-
-7 tions into effect. The powers of said committee shall
8 terminate on January fifteen, nineteen hundred and three.

1 Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




