
HOUSE No. 231.

[Bill accompanying the petition of George H. Mackay for the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society and another for legislation to prevent the
holding or detaining of song and insectivorous birds in captivity.
Fisheries and Game. January 21.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Two.

AN ACT
To prevent Holding Insectivorous and Song Birds in

Captivity.

ime, as follow

of the Revised Statutes is1 Chapter 92, section 7
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “ kills ”, on
3 the first line, the words : —or captures or has in posses-
-4 sion, —so as to read :

5 Section 7. Whoever take or kills or captures or has
6 in possession a wild or undomesticated bird not named
7 in sections two, three, four and five except English spar-
-8 rows, crow blackbirds, crows, jays, birds of prey, wild
9 geese and fresh water and sea fowl not named in said

€mmnamuenltl) of ittassadjusctte.



SONG BIRDS IN CAPTIVITY. [Jan 1902.>

10 sections, or wilfully destroys, disturbs or takes a nest or
11 eggs of any wild or undomesticated birds, except such
12 as are not protected by the provisions of this section,
13 shall be punished by a fine of ten dollars ; but a person
14 over twenty-one years of age, who has a certificate from
15 the commissioners on fisheries and game or from the
16 president of the Boston Society of Natural History that
17 he is engaged in the scientific study of ornithology or is
18 collecting in the interest of a scientific institution, may
19 at any season take or kill or take the nests and eggs of
20 an undomesticated bird, except woodcock, ruffed grouse
21 and quail; but the provisions of this section shall not
22 authorize a person to enter upon private grounds without
23 the consent of the owner thereof for the purpose of tak-
-24 ing nests or eggs or killing birds. Said commissioners
25 or the president of said society may at any time revoke
26 such certificate.


