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Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture,
Boston, Jan. 22, 1902

Hon. James J. Myers, Sjieaker, House of Rciiresentatives, State Hon
Boston, Ma.

Dear Sir ; I have the honor to transmit to you the
report of the gypsy moth committee of this Board, under
authority of chapter 210, Acts of 1891. Section 7of said
chapter is expressly repealed by the Revised Laws, and
re-enacted as section 108, chapter 208, of said Revised
Laws; and the other sections, including the one requiring
this committee to submit a report to the Legislature, are
till in force.

Respectfully

JAMES W. STOCKWELL
Secretary





To the Massachu. Board of Agriculture

Your committee ou gypsy moth, insects and birds begs
leave to submit herewith a report on its work during the
past year.

The action of the Legislature of 1900 in refusing further
appropriations for the continuance of the effort to exterminate
the gypsy moth necessitated the abrupt abandonment of all
field work. By chapter 378, Acts of 1901, your committee
was directed to sell the apparatus and supplies in its charge.
A large and valuable part of the apparatus, including engine,
spraying pumps, ladders and other appliances most useful in
combating the moth, was turned over to the Metropolitan
Park Commission, for use in the infested park lands. The
Metropolitan Park Commission also took charge of some of
the tools and apparatus that could not be sold at auction at a
fair value, and which were valuable in fighting this pest.
The remainder was sold at a duly advertised public auction,
the proceeds of the sale being paid to the Treasurer of
the Commonwealth. The records of experiments and work
accomplished since 1891, maps showing the infested areas,
and other documents of permanent value, are preserved in
the office of the secretary of the Board. There has been but
slight actual loss to the Commonwealth in the disposal of
this property, so large a part of it having been simply trans-
ferred to another State department, where it will he available
for immediate use.

This committee has felt it a duty to keep informed con-
cerning the increase and spread of the moth, and to this end
has made several visits to the infested region. From these
examinations and from the voluntary reports of former em-
ployees it is able to present a summary of the condition
of the district now occupied by the gypsy moth.

CommonlDcalth of Massachusetts.
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To better understand the present situation, it may be well
to review the condition of the infested territory at the close
of the work, Feb. 1, 1900. At that date there were no large
colonies of the moth in existence. The residential districts,
always under close supervision, had been cleared from the
moth, except for a few scattered infestations. The large
woods colonies, which in previous years had so seriously
menaced the work of extermination, had been subjected
to most thorough treatment and the numbers of the moth
reduced to a minimum.

To-day all is changed. For two years the moth has been
allowed to multiply unchecked, and the increase of the pest
has been of a most serious nature. The woodland colonies,
so well under control in 1899, are becoming thoroughly re-
infested. The struggling moths which might have been
found and destroyed in 1900 have multiplied to such an ex-
tent that in nearly' all of these colonies from Lexington to
Lynn numbers of egg-clusters can now be seen. Some of
the most important of these colonies are in the Fells reserva-
tion of the metropolitan park system, and here most stren-
uous efforts will be adopted, we believe, by the Metropolitan
Park Commission, to prevent serious damage next summer.

A natural sequence of this increase of the moth in wood-
lands is the reinfestation of residential districts. The
woodlands are cut up by innumerable roads and are much
frequented for pleasure driving. Since the caterpillars spin
down on teams, there can be no doubt that much of the
reiufestation of thickly settled districts is due to the increase
of the moth in these colonies. Throughout Melrose, Med-
ford, Malden and Everett, for example, the egg masses of the
moth are now conspicuous objects on many streets. From
the general and increasing infestation of the entire district
we are led to fear that soon, unless preventive action is
taken, the scenes of the historic outbreak of 1889-90 will
be repeated, on an even larger scale.

We regret to report that during the past summer an exten-
sive colony of the moth was found in Providence, R. 1., this
being the first actual finding of the moth in this country out-
side of this Commonwealth. Upon invitation of the Rhode
Island authorities, the colony was examined by Secretary



HOUSE —No.1902.] 252. 1

J. W. Stockwell and A. H. Kirkland, M.S., former assist-
ant entomologist to this committee. It was found that the
infestation consisted, not, as might have been expected, of
one large, strong colony, but rather of many small, distinct
infestations, of practically the same age, scattered over some
four or five square miles in the residential part of the city.
To those familiar with the habits of the moth, it is evident
that this condition of affairs could not have arisen from
natural causes. Every circumstance yet discovered indi-
cates that the moth was deliberately taken to Providence
and purposely scattered by some malicious or irresponsible
person.

The Brown-tail Moth.
This insect has spread rapidly throughout eastern Massa-

chusetts, and, in fact, is now known to occur in New Hamp-
shire and Maine. Although chiefly a pest of the pear and
apple, it has seriously injured shade trees in many localities.
The most distressing featur
is not the damage done to
itself, —but rather the intern
pillars whenever they come
This irritation results in seve
childi’en. So severe was thi:
Allston disticts last summer

e of the spread of this insect
trees, sufficiently serious of
)e nettling caused by the cater-
in contact with human flesh,

re suffering, particularly among
affliction in the Brighton and
that a public hearing was held

by the Boston board of health to discuss the subject.

Other Insects
The notable damage wrought by the elm-leaf beetle in our

larger cities and towns is entitled to more than passing men-
tion. For some five or six years this insect has been increas-
ing in numbers and extending its domain in the State. Where
neglected, its numerous proge
largest elms, and the death of

ny soon defoliate even the
the trees ultimately results.

At Springfield, Northampton, Worcester and elsewhere, a
high degree of success has been obtained by thoroughly spray-
ing the trees witharsenate of lead early in the season, as soon
as the leaves unfold.

The San Jose scale is unfortunately generally distributed
throughout the State. Being disseminated originally in
nursery stock, it has now spread to native trees, and in some
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localities has caused severe loss. No more deadly foe to
nursery or orchard trees has ever reached our shores, infested
trees being killed outright in a few years. The remedies
most in favor at present are a thorough winter spraying with
potash whale-oil soap, two pounds to one gallon of water; or
the application of twenty per cent kerosene and water spray.
Whichever remedy is used, the tree should be severely
trimmed before spraying. Nursery stock should bear an
official certificate of inspection.

Increasing damage by these pests has a deep significance
for the farmer and property owner. Thejr levy no small tax
on the products of the soil. In the districts where they
occur, the cost of crop production must necessarily increase.
Correct information concerning their habits and remedies for
combating them is one of the pressing needs of the hour.
Equally necessary for success is the ability and disposition
to put this knowledge into practical use.

AUGUSTUS PRATT.
FRED W. SARGENT.
JOHN M. DANFORTH.
JOHN G. AVERY.
WM. R. SESSIONS.
JAMES W. STOCKWELL.
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Financial Statement eor 1901, Gypsy Moth
Committee.

Appropriation for 1901,
Teaming and livery,

Wages of employe
Rent of office and storehouse
Supplies, printing, etc., .

Balance on hand Jan. 1, 190:

IUO.

Mas 3oard of Agriculture, 17 Bussell Street, Malden
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