
HOUSE No. 254.

Office of Civil Service Commission,
Rooms 151-152, State House, Boston, Jan. 21, 1902.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled

Under the authority conferred by section 2 of chapter 320
of the Acts of the Legislature for 1884, allowing the Civil
Service Commissioners from time to time to suggest to the
General Court legislation deemed desirable for the efficient
carrying out of the civil service act, the Commissioners
respectfully suggest the desirability of legislation in appro-
priate form to allow them, in their discretion, to destroy
certain papers and records now in storage, and of no proba-
ble present or future value.

The civil service act of 1884, section 23, requires the Com-
missioners to preserve the application and examination papers
of applicants, which, subject to proper regulations, shall be
open to public inspection.

In obedience to this law, the Commissioners have placed
on file all the examination and other papers of each applicant
since the civil service rules went into effect in March, 1885.
The average for the first ten years of the administration of
the rules was about 2,000 a year, and each -year the number
increases. In the last official year the number reached about
3,000. Each set of papers includes the application, the en-
dorsements, a set of the examination papers, and the answers,
with probably other papers, so that in each individual case
the papers make considerable bulk.
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The Commissioners see no necessity or benefit in preserv-
ing, at the expense of needed storage room in the State
House, such papers filed earlier than six years ago. Their
value to the applicants must have ceased, and the public
can hardly claim any interest in them, or advantage from
their continued storage.

The Commissioners, therefore, request appropriate legis-
lative action, by act or resolve, to destroy all application
and examination papers of applicants in the classified civil
service of the Commonwealth or the cities or towns thereof
which have been on file for six years. The General Court
will understand that the results of all these examinations are
carefully recorded in proper books, and these books, of
course, will be preserved.

It would be, in our opinion, better and just to applicants
to destroy these papers, rather than to sell them for junk.
There is some obligation of confidence to a person taking
an examination, and a sale of his papers, while netting
hardly any return to the public treasury, might result in
their possession by someone who might put them to im-
proper use. The requested permission will result in the
destruction of some 15,000 to 18,000 sets of these papers,
and the clearance will add so much to the needed storage
room in the State House.

Respectfully submitted

CHAS. THEO. RUSSELL
CHAS. H. PORTER,
WINTHROP L. MARVIN

Commissioners.
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In (.he Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Two

RESOLVE

To authorize the Civil Service Commissioners to destroy
Certain Application and Examination Papers in the Clas-
sified Civil Service.

1 Resolved, That the civil service commissioners may,
2 in their discretion, destroy any or all application and
3 examination papers of applicants for positions in the
4 classified civil service of the Commonwealth or the cities
5 and towns thereof, which have been on file for six years
(5 preceding their action.
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