
HOUSE No. 514.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Frank M. Chace for legislation to
provide for the establishment of the office of lire commissioner for
the city of Fall River. Cities. January 80.1

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Two

AN ACT
To establish the Office of Fire Commissioner for the

City of Fall River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The fire department of the city of
2 Fall River shall consist of a fire commissioner,
3 who shall also be superintendent of the fire alarm
T telegraph system, a chief engineer, a deputy en-
-5 gineer, an assistant engineer, and such other ofii-
-6 cers, enginemen, telegraph operators and other
7 members, as the fire apparatus of the city shall
8 from time to time require.

1 Section 2, The fire department of the city of

Commomucrtltl) of illasoadjusctto.
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2 Fall River shall be under the charge of one fire
3 commissioner who shall also be superintendent of
4 the fire alarm telegraph system. Said fire commis-
-5 sioner shall be elected for the term of three years
6 from the legal voters of the city of Fall River,
7 shall have been a resident therein two years
8 immediately preceding the date of election, and
9 shall be sworn in before entering upon the

10 duties of his office. Said commissioner shall be
11 elected by the legal voters of the city of Fall
12 River at the municipal election in December, and
13 shall hold his office for the term of three years from
11 the first Monday of the following March, unless
15 sooner removed. The said commissioner shall
16 receive an annual salary of thirty-five hundred
17 dollars, or such other salary as the city council
18 may by ordinance prescribe. The board of fire
19 engineers of the city of Fall River is hereby
20 abolished.

1 Section 3. Said fire commissioner shall have
2 the charge of extinguishing fires in said city and
3 the protection of life and property in case of fire.
1 Whenever engine or other houses used by the fire
5 department require additions, alterations or re-
-6 pairs, said commissioner shall cause the same to
7 be made. He shall buy all horses and supplies,
8 and shall purchase and keep in repair all appa-
-9 ratus used therefor, including the fire alarm tele-

10 graph and telephone systems; provided, however,
11 that the expenditure for the purposes herein
12 named shall not exceed in the aggregate the sums
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13 previously appropriated by the city council for the
14 maintenance of said fire department; shall divide
15 said city into fire districts; shall have and exercise
16 all the powers and duties conferred by statute
17 upon fire engineers. Said fire commissioner shall
18 have and exercise all the powers and duties con-

-19 ferred by the ordinances of said city, subject to
20 such changes and alterations in said ordinances
31 not inconsistent with this act as the city council

22 of said city may hereafter from time to time make
23 by ordinance.

1 Section 4. Said chief engineer shall direct
2 the work of the members of the fire department
3 in case of fire, act as the executive officer of said
4 fire commissioner, and have authority, in case of

not authorized by him
lines that he may under

5 fire, to prevent person
6 from coming within the
7 such circumstances establish in the neighborhood
8 of the building or buildings in which a fire may
9 have occurred.

1 Section 5. Said fire commissioner shall make
uch rules and regulations for the government of
ill the officers and members of the fire depart-

4 ment, including the fire alarm telegraph, as he
6 may deem expedient, provided that such rules and
6 regulations shall not be inconsistent with the
7 ordinances of the cit

1 Section 6. The duty of extinguishing fires
2 and protecting life and property in case of fire
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3 shall, within the city of Fail River, be intrusted
4 to said fire commissioner; and to enable him to do
5 his duty in the most efficient manner, the said
6 commissioner is hereby authorized to appoint all
7 other officers and members of the fire department,
8 including the fire alarm telegraph, their compen-
-9 sation to be fixed by the city council; to discharge

10 any of said officers or members at any time for
11 cause; to organize companies to work the appa-
-12 ratus. Promotions in the department to be made
13 from the active members in service.

1 Section 7. The said fire commissioner shall
2 annually on or before the fifteenth day of January
3 send to the city auditor an estimate in detail of
4 the appropriation required for the maintenance
5 of the fire department during the next financial
6 year. All bills for expenditures from the appro-
-7 priation for the fire department shall be drawn by
8 said fire commissioner, examined by the auditor
9 and approved by the committee on accounts

10 before they are paid by the treasurer.

1 Section 8. The said fire commissioner shall
2 annually on or before the first day of February,
3 present to the city council a report made up to
4 and including the last day of the preceding year
5 (or whenever directed to do so by the mayor and
6 aldermen), containing a chronological statement
7 of the number of fires in said year, with the cause
8 thereof; a general description of the property
9 destroyed or injured at each fire, with the names
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10 of the owners and occupants and the amount of
11 insurance; a statement of all fatal or serious acci-

-12 dents to members of the department or others
13 on account of fires or alarms of (ire, during the
14 year; a statement of the income and expenditures
15 on account of the department during the pre-
-16 ceding year; a schedule of all the property be-
-17 longing to the department, with a statement as to
18 the condition on the date of report and an esti-
-19 mate of its value; also a statement of number
20 and location of the fire alarm boxes, together with
21 such other information or suggestions as he may
22 deem proper.

1 Section’ 9. The chief engineer and the deputy
2 and assistant engineers appointed by the fire com-
3 missioner as heretofore provided, shall constitute
d a board of engineers of the city of Fall River, and
5 shall have the exercise of all the powers conferred
6 upon such officers by the statute of (he Common-
-7 wealth, and by ordinance in relation to the
8 manufacturers’ storage and sale of petroleum,
9 caraphene and burning fluids, and they shall also

10 have authority under the direction of the fire
11 commissioner to inquire for and examine into all
12 shops and other places where shavings or other
18 such combustible materials are collected or de-
ld posited, and report to said commissioner from
15 time to time the condition in this respect, and
16 whenever, in the opinion of said commissioner,
17 the same may endanger the security of the city
18 from fires, he shall direct the tenant or occupant
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19 of said shops or other places to remove such shav-
-20 ings or other combustible material, and in case
21 such tenant or occupant neglects or refuses so to
22 do, they shall cause the same to be removed at
23 the expense of such tenant or occupant, who shall,
24 in addition, be liable to a penalty of not less than
25 five or more than fifty dollars for such neglect or
26 refusal. Any person who shall obstruct the said
27 commissioner or engineers, or any of them in
28 carrying out the provisions of this section shall
29 be liable to a penalty of not less than five or more
30 than fifty dollars.

1 Section 10. It shall be the duty of the mem-

-2 bers of the police department to aid the fire de-
-3 partment by giving alarms in case of fire in such
4 a manner as the fire commissioner shall direct,
5 and in clearing the streets or grounds in the ira-
-6 mediate vicinity of the fire, so that the members
7 of the fire department shall not be hindered or

8 obstructed in the performance of their duties. If
9 any policeman refuses or neglects to give an

10 alarm as directed in the manner aforesaid, or re-
-11 fuses to obey the orders of the chief officer in
12 command at a fire, he shall be liable to pay a fine
13 of not less than five or more than twenty dollars.

1 Section 11. The said fire commissioner shall
2 make suitable regulations, under which the officers
3 and men of the fire department shall be required
4 to wear an appropriate uniform and badge, by
5 which, in case of fire and at other times, the
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6 authority and relations of such officers and men
7 in said department may be known, as the exigen-
-8 cies of their duties may require.

1 Section 12. There shall be appointed annu-

-2 ally, in the month of January, a joint committee
3 of the city council on the fire department, consist-
-4 ing of two members of the board of aldermen and
5 three members of the common, council. It shall
6 be the duty of said committee to examine as often
7 as each month the records and accounts of the
8 fire commissioner, and also to examine all appli-
-9 cations for appropriations for the said depart-

10 ment, and report thereon to the city council.

1 Section 13. No person shall open any of the
2 signal boxes connected with the fire alarm tele-
-3 graph for the purpose of giving or causing to be
4 given a false alarm of fire; or interfere'in any way
5 with said boxes by breaking, cutting, injuring or

6 defacing the same; or pull hook therein except in
7 case of fire; or, without authority, open, tam-
-8 per or meddle with said boxes or any part or

9 parts thereof, or with the fire alarm telegraph
10 wires or anything connected therewith.

1 Section 14. Any person or persons found
2 guilty of violating any of the provisions of the
3 foregoing section, shall forfeit and pay a fine of
4 not less than five or more than fifty dollars for
5 each offense.
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1 Section 15. A candidate for the position of
2 fire commissioner must file at the office of the city
3 clerk a petition signed by at least one hundred
4 legal voters from each ward in the city.

1 Section 16. All acts and parts of acts incon-
-2 sistent herewith are hereby repealed.

1 Section 17. This act shall be submitted to
2 the voters of Fall River at the next annual mu-

-3 nicipal election, and upon its acceptance by a

4 majority of the voters, voting thereon, shall take
5 effect.


