
No. 878.

[Bill accompanying the petition of John A. Coulthurst and others for
legislation to regulate and reduce the fares charged by r'ailroad com-
panies for the transportation of passengers in the city of Boston and
the Boston suburban district. Railroads. February 4.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Two.

AN ACT
To regulate Passenger Fares on Steam Railroads within the City

of Boston and the Suburban District of Boston.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The maximum fare for the carriage of pas-
-2 sengers on steam railroads in the city of Boston shall be five
3 cents for a continuous passage or trip begun and ended within
4 the limits of the city; provided, however, that any railroad,
5 which issues and sells to the public at such rate or a lesser
6 rate, tickets or collections or tickets entitling the holder to a
7 number, not exceeding twelve, of such continuous passages or
8 trips, may charge a different rate for any such passage or trip
9 when a ticket for a lesser number of such passages or trips is

10 purchased, or when the fare is paid in cash on the train.
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Section 2. The maximum rate of fare on steam rail-
roads engaged in the transportation of passengers in the
suburban district of Boston, for continuous passages or trips
m any railroad, either way, between Boston and stations
>n its line outside of Boston within said suburban district
hall be one cent per mile,
or such transportation may

xcept that the minimum fare
be five cents: provided

, how-3,

that any such railroad which issues and sells to the
)f tickets at such rate of onepublic tickets or collection

cent per mile, or a lesser rate, but with a minimum fare
of five cents, entitling the holder to a number, not exceed-
ing twelve of such
charge a different rate of i

;es or trips, either way, may
fare for any such passage when

a ticket for a lesser numbe f such passa^ purchased
when the fare is paid ir cash on the trail

Section 3. By the “suburban district of Boston” men-
tioned in the preceding section is meant that part of the
Commonwealth within a radius of fifteen miles of the state
house, in Boston.

Section 4. At any time after thepassage of this act, any
railroad company directly affected by it, and specifically
alleging that its operation i
petition the board of railro:
modify its operation in resp
affected. After such public
deem necessary, besides the

unreasonable and unjust, may
1 commissioners to suspend or
set to any particular traffic sc
notice as the said board may

notice hereinafter referred to,
said board shall give a public hearing upon any such peti-
tion at which all persons shall have the right to be heard;
and after due hearing the said board shall have the power
to suspend or modify for a term not exceeding three years
the specific operation of this act in respect to the whole or
any part of the subject matter of any such petition.

Section 5. Any such petitioner shall forthwith serve a
copy of the petition and of the order of notice thereon upon
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3 the attorney-general of the Commonwealth and upon the
4 mayors or city clerks of such cities, and upon the chairmen of
5 the boards of selectmen of such towns as the said board shall
6 order; and the attorney-general, or some person designated
7 by him, shall, and representatives of such cities and towns
8 may, appear in opposition to the granting of any such petition.

1 Section 6. The said board is hereby authorized, for the
2 purposes of the hearings aforesaid, to summon witnesses and
3 to compel their attendance, and to compel the production of
4 papers, books and documents, with the powers inherent in or
5 conferred by law upon the superior court in respect to the at-

-6 tendance of witnesses, and the production of papers, books
7 and documents.

1 Section 7. The decision of said board upon any such
2 petition shall include a complete statement of its findings
3 and of its reasons for such decision, and shall publish the
4 same in its annual report.

1 Section 8. If the said board refuses to modify or sus-
-2 pend the operation of this act upon any such petition, no
3 other petition involving the same subject-matter shall be
4 filed or heard within three years from the time of the
5 decision on such prior petition.

1 Section 9. This act shall take effect upon the first day
2 of October, anno domini nineteen hundred and two.




