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the effective date of this act, contain minimum wage requirements less

than those provided herein, shall on said effective date automatically

advance to the minimums set forth herein and the commissioner of

labor and industries shall issue a mandatory order to that effect prior

to said date. Approved October 3, 1958.

Chap. 621. An Act establishing a minimum annual compensation
FOR FIRE fighters IN CERTAIN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter 41 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

section 108C the following section: — Section 108D. Notwithstanding
the provisions of any general or special law to the contrary, the mini-

mum annual compensation of each permanent fire fighter in the fire

department of any city or town, except one who by virtue of section

twenty D of chapter thu"ty-one is not regarded as holding employment,
shall be not less than five thousand dollars. This section shall become
effective when accepted in a city having a plan E charter by the affirma-

tive vote of a majority of all the members of the city council, and, in the

case of other cities by vote of the city council, subject to the provisions

of the charter, and in a town by a majority vote at a town meeting.
Approved October 3, 1958.

Chap. 622. An Act authorizing the town of phillipston to
convey to the congregational church of phillips-

ton mass. a portion of the old town common.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The town of Phillipston is hereby authorized to convey
to The Congregational Church of Philhpston Mass. the following de-

scribed portion of the Old Town Common:-— Commencing at the

intersection of the town road leading across the Phillipston Town
Common and the driveway of Loring Chandler et ux; thence S 65°

E 125 feet, more or less, to an iron pipe at the intersection of said town
road and a driveway leading to the town barn; thence N 45° E 136

feet, more or less, to a curve in line of the Town Common and land now
or formerly of Loring Chandler et ux; thence N 75° E 134 feet, more
or less, to a stone wall in said Chandler property; thence S 20° W 25
feet, more or less, and still by said Chandler property, to a stone; thence

N 75° W 58.8 feet to a stone post; thence S 20° W 66.8 feet to the place

of beginning. Being a portion of the Town Common on which is pres-

ently located the Phillipston Congregational Church.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by the

voters of the town of Phillipston at a town meeting called for the

purpose. Approved October 3, 1958.

Chap. 623. An Act establishing a retirement law commission.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 6 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 17, as most recently amended by section 1 of chap-
ter 577 of the acts of 1958, and inserting in place thereof the following

section: — Section 17. The armory commission, the art commission,
the commission on administration and finance, the commissioner of vet-
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erans' services, the commissioners on miiform state laws, the pubhc
bequest commission, the state ballot law commission, the board of

trustees of the Soldiers' Home in Massachusetts, the board of trustees

of the Soldiers' Home in Holyoke, the milk regulation board, the alco-

holic beverages control commission, the state housing board, the trustees

of the state library, the state racing commission, the Greylock reserva-

tion commission, the Port of Boston commission, the Massachusetts

commission against discrimination, the state airport management board,

weather amendment board, council for the aging, commissioner on

alcoholism, the boxers' fund board, Massachusetts commission on atomic

energy, finance advisory board, medical, dental and nursing scholarship

board, retirement law commission, the Massachusetts aeronautics com-
mission, the obscene literature control commission and the Massachu-
setts rehabilitation commission shall serve under the governor and
council, and shall be subject to such supervision as the governor and
council deem necessary and proper.

Section 2. Said chapter 6 is hereby further amended by adding

after section 101, added by section 2 of said chapter 577, the following

three sections under the caption retirement law commission :
—

Section 102. There shall be a retirement law commission of seven

members, consisting of the executive secretary of the state board of

retiremeiit, the executive secretary of the teachers' retirement board,

and five members appointed by the governor, with the advice and con-

sent of the council. The members shall serve without compensation

but shall receive their necessary expenses incurred in the discharge of

their official duties. The chairman of said commission shall be desig-

nated from time to time by the governor. Upon the expiration of the

term of an appointive member, his successor shall be appointed in the

manner aforesaid for a term of five years.

Section 103. The retirement law commission shall conduct continu-

ing studies of the operation of all provisions of law relative to retirement

allowances, pensions or annuities; the administration of pensions by
state, county, city and town agencies; and shall study the potential

cost of provisions of existing law and of all proposed changes. Said

commission shall report annually to the governor and to the general

court its activities and accomplishments, and such recommended legis-

lation as may be necessary to effect desirable changes hi the retirement

law and to promote a more efficient administration thereof. It may
prepare and publish reports for the information of employees concern-

ing benefits available and procedures to be followed, and reports to the

public to promote more adequate understanding of the retirement poli-

cies and problems of the commonwealth.
Section 104- Said commission may appoint an executive secretary

who shall not be subject to chapter thirty-one and who shall receive

such salary as the commission with the approval of the governor and
council may fix, and may appohit such other assistants, consultants,

hivestigators and experts as it deems necessary to carry out the provi-

sions of section one hundred and three. Said commission shall be pro-

vided with adequate offices in the state house or elsewhere in the city

of Boston. It may call upon any department, board, commission or

officer of the commonwealth or of any subdivision of the commonwealth
for such information as it may desire in the course of its duties. It may
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hold public hearings and shall have the power to summon witnesses

and to require the production of books, records and papers.

Section 3. Of the members first appointed to the retirement law
commission, estabhshed under section one hundred and two of chapter

six of the General Laws, added by section two of this act, one shall be

appointed for a term of one year, one for a term of two years, one for a

term of three years, one for a term of four years and one for a term of

five years. Approved October 3, 1958.

Chap. 624. An Act providing for the construction by the city

of boston of a new city hall.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The Boston Redevelopment Authority is hereb}'' author-

ized to convey to the city of Boston, with or ^vithout consideration, a

suitable site for a new city hall for said city; and said city is hereby
authorized to acquire by purchase or gift from said authority or other-

wise or to acquire by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine or

chapter eighty A of the General Laws from said authority or otherwise,

such site and to construct and maintain thereon such new city hall.

Said city is hereby further authorized to assume in acquiring the whole

or any part of such site from said authority any and all obligations im-

posed by or under section twenty-six LL of chapter one hundred and
twenty-one of the General Laws.
Section 2. Until the completion of the construction of such new

city hall, there shall be in said city a board, knowTi as the Government
Center Commission consisting of the director of administrative sei-vices

of said city, the chairman of the city planning board of said city, and
the commissioner of public works of said city, ex officiis, and four other

members appointed by the mayor of said city, as follows :
— one from

three candidates nominated by the Associated General Contractors of

Massachusetts, Inc., one from three candidates nominated by the Build-

ing Trades Council of Boston and Vicinity, one from three candidates

nominated by The Boston Society of Architects, and one selected at

large by the mayor. Any vacancy in the office of any appointive mem-
ber shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment.

The member appointed by the mayor upon selection at large shall be

chairman of the Government Center Commission. Said commission

shall elect one of its members as vice chairman, and shall also elect a

secretary, who need not be a member of the commission. The members
of the Government Center Commission shall serve without compensa-
tion but shall be reimbursed for their traveling and other necessary ex-

penses incurred in the performance of their duties.

Section 3. The Government Center Commission created by section

two shall have the power and duty to acquire in the name and behalf

of said city by purchase or gift from said authority or otherwise or to

request the public improvement commission of said city to so acquire

by eminent domain under said chapter seventy-nine or eighty A from
said authority or otherwise, a suitable site for a new city hall for said

city, and, in acquiring the whole or any part of such site from said au-

thority, to assume in the name of said city any and all obligations im-

posed by or under the aforesaid section twenty-six LL. Subject to the


