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Section 5. Sections one and two of this act shall take effect upon
its passage. Sections three and four of this act shall take effect on
January first, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.

Approved October 17, 1968.

Chap. 656. An Act providing for the development of state
parks, state forest recreation areas and state res-

ervations by the department of natural resources
and authorizing the acquisition of land therefor
by eminent domain.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its

purpose which is to provide as soon as may be an adequate system of

state parks, state forest recreation areas and state reservations, there-

fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary for the im-
mediate preservation of the public health, welfare and convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter 132A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
inserting after section 2 the following four sections: — Section 2A. The
commissioner is hereby authorized and directed to establish a long-term

program of state parks, state forest recreation areas and state reser-

vations, and for such purpose may improve areas now under the control

of the department of natural resources and acquire adequate land and
water areas for said facilities and approaches thereto. The commis-
sioner may accept from other public or private organizations existing

areas in public use.

Section 2B. It is hereby declared to be the policj^ of the common-
wealth that all such sites acquired or developed by the commissioner
shall in so far as practicable be preserv^ed in their natural state; that

they shall be in so far as possible collectively self-supporting; and that

no commercial activities except those essential to the quiet enjoyment
of the facilities by the people shall be permitted.

Section 2C. The planning, construction, operation and maintenance
of the facilities acquired or developed under section two A shall be under
the jurisdiction of the commissioner. In the preparation of plans of

said facihties, the commissioner shall have the advice and assistance of

the department of public works, the metropolitan district commission,

the department of public health and the department of commerce.
Section 2D. In the development and improvement of state parks,

state forest recreation areas and state reservations, the commissioner is

hereby authorized and empowered: — (1) To acquire, plan, construct,

maintain and operate public recreational facilities, including roads, areas

for parking, picknicking and camping, provisions for swimming, wad-
ing, boating, outdoor games, winter sports, horseback riding, bicycling

and hiking trails, nature study, rest areas, outlooks, comfort stations,

food accommodations and such other facilities as the commissioner deems
necessary and desirable and consistent with the policy of the common-
wealth, as set forth in section two B.

(2) To impose and collect such charges and fees for the use of the

lands, buildings, facilities and equipment enumerated in subdivision

(1) as may be necessary to defray in so far as practicable the cost of

such developments and improvements, including costs of maintenance
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and operation and bond amortization and interest and to revise said

fees and charges from time to time.

(3) To designate such areas as may be used in season for hunting and
fishing.

Section 2. Said section 3 of said chapter 132A is hereby amended by
striking out the first sentence, as amended by chapter 672 of the acts of

1955, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: — The com-
missioner may, from time to time within the Hmits of appropriations

made therefor, acquire for the commonwealth, by eminent domain un-

der chapter seventy-nine or by purchase, lease or otherwise, any lands

suitable for purposes of conservation or recreation lying outside of the

metropolitan parks district, and may lay out and maintain such lands

for such purposes and erect and maintain such structures and other

facilities thereon as may be necessary to render such lands reasonably

available and accessible therefor; provided, however, that no land held

in trust for public use shall be taken by eminent domain.

Section 3. Said chapter 132A is hereby further amended by insert-

ing after section 3 the follo^ving section: — Section 3A. The exercise of

the power of eminent domain under the provisions of section three shall

be subject to the approval of the board of natural resources, the gover-

nor and council, and the board of selectmen in any town in which*is

located any land proposed to be taken by eminent domain. If such

board of selectmen fails to approve or disapprove such proposed taking

within thirty days after receipt of written notice thereof from the com-
missioner, such board shall be deemed to have approved thereof.

Approved October 17, 1958.

Chap. 657. An Act authorizing the county commissioners of the
county of barnstable to have plans and specifica-

tions prepared for an addition to the house of cor-
rection and jail for said county, and making a
supplemental appropriation for said county.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The county commissioners of the county of Barnstable

are hereby authorized and directed to have plans and specifications

prepared for an addition to the house of correction and jail for said

county. For said purposes, said commissioners may expend not ex-

ceeding twenty-five thousand dollars.

Section 2. The following sum is hereby appropriated for the county
of Barnstable for the current year, in addition to the sum appropriated

by section one of chapter six hundred and forty-eight of the acts of the

current year: —
Item

26a For preparation of plans and specifications for an addition to the house of cor-

rection and jail $25,000 00

This sum shall be added to the amount to be levied as the county tax

for said county for the current year, as provided by section one of said

chapter six hundred and forty-eight.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved October 17, 1968.


