
HOUSE No. 1498.

Executive Department

The He mate and House of Et

rn herewith a resoh entitled “Resolve to direct
d Commissioners to improve
r in the Town of Harwich,”
ivriting.

the Board of Harbor and La
the Entrance of Herring Riv
with my objections thereto in

re of 1901 the board of har-
bor and land commissioners was directed to cause a survey
and estimate, to be made as to the advisability and cost ot
improving the entrance to Herring river. From the report
of the board it appears that tl ver is about 100 feet wide
between the marshes, but wid nine in places to 200 feet or
more ; that the channel has a iepth where it passes through

three to four feet at mean lowthe crest of the beach of from

direction of -the legislat

Commonwealth of JHassachusete

water, but above this and on outer slope of the beach of
only about a foot; that there
the mouth of the river, and t(

> no natural harbor at or near
maintain an effectual opening

it would be necessary to build two jetties, the estimated
cost of which with the necessary dredging ranges from
$33,200 to $59,100, the expense varying with the length of
the jetties and the durability of the materials used in their
construction. In view of the uncertainty of accomplishing
a public work of utility in this unfavorable spot on an ex-
posed coast and of the large expense involved in comparison
with the number of possible beneficiaries of the proposed
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improvement, the board was unwilling to make an affirma-
tive recommendation.

Considering all the facts in the case which have been
brought to my attention, I am convinced that the appropria-
tion authorized by the resolve, namely, $33,000, is extrava-
gant and wasteful. I cannot feel, therefore, that lam
justified in giving my approval to a measure carrying so
large an appropriation for the improvement of a shallow,
unimportant stream, in a locality where the population is
small and the natural advantages for creating a harbor ex-
tremelv meagre.

IV. MURRAY CRANE.


