
SENATE . . . . . No. 38

Executive Department, Boston, Jan. 21, 190

Honorable Senate and House of Rejiresentatives.

I have the honor to transmit a letter and draft of a bill
m the Hon. Elihu Root, Secretary of War, requesting the

if an act ceding iurisdiction to the United State of
land containing about forty-live acres, in the town

Mahant, for purposes of national defence

W. MURRAY CRANE
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Was Department, Washington, Jan. 14, 1902

To Bis Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachuse
Boston, Massachusetts.

Sir: The War Department has taken steps to acquire,
by purchase and condemnation, for purposes of national de-
fence, a tract of land containing about forty-five acres, situ-
ated in the town of Nahant, Massachusetts.

Under section 355 of the Revised Statutes of the United
States, no public money can be expended for the construc-
tion of buildings, etc., thereon, until the United States has
acquired exclusive jurisdiction over the same, as contem-
plated by the Constitution of the United States.

I have, therefore, the honor to inclose a draft of an act
giving the consent of the General Court of the State of
Massachusetts to the acquisition by the United States of the
lands in question, and ceding jurisdiction over the same, and
to request that you will use your good offices in commending
the proposed legislation to the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of your State.

The inclosed draft is formulated in part from an act of the
General Court of Massachusetts of March 16, 1891 (ch. 81,
p. 709, Laws of 1891), ceding jurisdiction over land in
Winthrop, and in part from the act of June 8, 1898 (ch.
512, p. 475, Laws of 1898), approving the purchase of land
in Hull, with a proviso added for the acquisition of the land
by process of condemnation.

respectfullyVery

ELI HU ROOT,
Secretary of W
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Two

AN ACT
To approve the Acquisition by the United States of a Tract

ofLand in the Town of Nahant, and to cede Jurisdiction
over the Same to the National Government.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Section 1. The consent of the Commonwealth of
2 Massachusetts is hereby granted to the United States of
3 America to acquire, by purchase or by process of con-
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4 demnation, a tract of land containing about forty
5 acres in the town of Nahant, as will be described in
6 plans provided for in section four of this act, the a
7 to be used for the purposes of national defence.
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1 Section 2. Jurisdiction over the area so acquired is
2 hereby granted and ceded to the United States : pro-

-3 vided (and the cession and consent aforesaid are granted
4 upon the express condition), that the Commonwealth
5 shall retain a concurrent jurisdiction with the United
6 States in and over the land so acquired, so far as that all
7 civil processes and such criminal processes as may issue
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under the authority of the Commonwealth against any
person or persons charged with crimes committed with-
out the said tract of land may be executed therein in the
same manner as though this cession had not been granted.

Section 3. The United States government is hereby
authorized, upon such terms and conditions as shall be
prescribed by the harbor and land commissioners, to oc-
cupy and fill such flats belonging to the Commonwealth,
and to place such structures in or over the tide water
adjacent to the area herein authorized to be acquired, as
may be necessary for the purposes for which said area
is to be used.

Section 4. This act shall be void unless suitable
plans of the premises, or such portion or portions thereof
as may be acquired by the United States, be deposited
in the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth within
one year from the passage of this act.

Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passag


