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[Bill accompanying the petition of James J. Dowd for legislation to
give the State Board of Charity further powers in respect to the removal
of paupers and providing for reimbursement of cities and towns for
certain expenses in relation to paupers. Public Charitable Institutions.
Jan. 22.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
To authorize the State Board of Charity to remove

Paupers or to reimburse Cities or Towns in Certain
Cases.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-one of chapter
2 eighty-one of the Revised Laws is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ persons,”
4 in the tenth line, the words;-—-even against their
5 own will, if necessary, without incurring liability
6 therefor to itself or to the Commonwealth, either
7 in law or equity; and by inserting alter the
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word “eighty-five,” in the fifteenth line, the
words:—if the state board directs a discontinu-
ance of such aid and fails to remove such persons
to the state hospital or to any state or place Avhere
they may belong, the city or town may continue
to furnish aid to such persons if its overseers of
the poor consider it necessary and for the public
interest and shall be reimbursed therefor by the
Commonwealth, so as to read as follows:

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17 Section 21. A city or town may furnish aid to

poor persons found therein, having no lawful set-
tlements within the Commonwealth, if the over-

seers of the poor consider it for the public
interest; but except in cases under the provisions
of section fourteen of chapter eighty-five not for
a greater amount than two dollars a week for
each family during the months of May to Septem-
ber, inclusive, or three dollars a week during the
other months; and the overseers shall in every
case give immediate notice in writing to the
state board of charity, which shall examine the
case, and if it directs a discontinuance of such
aid shall remove such persons even against their
own will, if necessary, without incurring liability
therefor to itself or to the Commonwealth, either
in law or equity, to the state hospital or to any
state or place where they belong, if their necessi-
ties or the public interest requires it, and the
superintendent of said hospital shall receive the
persons removed thereto as if they were sent
there in accordance with the provisions of section
seven of chapter eighty-five. If the state board
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directs a discontinuance of such aid and fails to
remove such persons to the state hospital or to
any state or place where they may belong the
city or town may continue to furnish aid to such
persons if its overseers of the poor consider it
necessary and for the public interest and shall be
reimbursed therefor by the Commonwealth. A
detailed statement of expenses so incurred shall
be rendered and after approval by the state board
such expenses shall be paid by the Common-
wealth.
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1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.




