
HOUSE No. 342.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Simon B. Ryan for legislation
relative to the opening of ballot boxes before the voting has ceased at
elections in certain cities. Election Laws. Jan. 27.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three,

AN ACT
Relative to the removal of Ballot Boxes before voting

has ceased at Elections in Certain Cities.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ltepresenta.tr

in General Court assembled
same, as follows:

and by the authority of the

1 Section 1. Section two hundred and thirty-
-2 seven of chapter eleven of the Revised Laws is
3 hereby amended by striking' out the word “ fifty,”
4 in the fortieth line, and inserting in place thereof
5 the words: one hundred, —so that the last
6 paragraph of said section shall read as follows:
7 In towns, and after two o’clock in the afternoon
8 in cities of less than one hundred thousand
9 inhabitants, according to the last national or state
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10 census, the ballot box at any polling place may be
11 opened and ballots taken therefrom for counting
12 when all the selectmen and the town clerk, or

13 both the moderator and the town clerk as the case
11 may be, or all the election officers at the voting
15 precinct shall so order. When the ballots have
16 been thus removed, the presiding officer shall
17 select from the election officers an equal number
18 from each of the two leading political parties,
19 who shall canvass such ballots in accordance with
20 the provisions of this section; but no announce-
-21 ment of the result of such canvass shall be made
22 by any election officer until the total result of the
23 canvass of ballots has been ascertained.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


