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[Bill accompanying the petition of J. M. Hallowell, city solicitor, fo:
legislation to revise the charter of the city of Medford. Cities. Jan. 29.'

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
To revise the Charter of the City of Medford.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the city of Medford
2 shall continue to be a body politic and corporate under
3 the name of the city of Medford, and as such shall have,
4 exercise, and enjoy all the rights, powers, privileges, and
5 immunities, and shall be subject to all the duties and
6 obligations pertaining to and incumbent upon the said
7 city as a municipal corporation.

1 Section 2. The government of the city and the
2 general management and control of all the fiscal pruden-
-3 tial and municipal affairs thereof shall be vested in a

Commomucaltl) of ilTassadjusctts.
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4 single officer, to be called the mayor, and in a legislative
5 body, to be called the board of aldermen, except how-
-6 ever, that the general management and control of the
7 public schools of the city and of the buildings and prop-
-8 erty pertaining to such schools shall be vested in a school
9 committee.

1 Section 3. All meetings of the qualified voters of
2 the city for the purpose of voting at elections and for
3 other municipal or legal purposes, shall be called by
4 warrants or orders issued by order of the board of alder-
-5 men, which shall be in such form and be served and re-
-6 turned in such manner, and at such time, as the board of
7 aldermen may direct.

1 Section 4. The municipal election shall take place
2 annually on the second Tuesday of December, and the
3 municipal year shall begin at eight o’clock p.m. on the
4 first Monday of January and continue until eight o’clock
5 p.m. on the first Monday of the following January.

1 Section 5. At the municipal election the qualified
2 voters shall, in the several wards, give in their votes by
3 ballot for mayor and for members of the board of alder-
-4 men and of the school committee, or for such of them as
5 are to be elected, and the person receiving the highest
6 number of votes for any office shall be deemed and de-
-7 dared to be elected to such office ; and whenever two or
8 more persons are to be elected to the same office, the
9 several persons, up to and including the number required

10 to be chosen, receiving the highest number of votes shall
11 be deemed and declared to be elected.

1 Section (3. If it shall appear that there is no choice
2 of mayor, or if the person elected to that office shall re-
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3 fuse to accept or shall die before qualifying, or it a
4 vacancy in the office shall occur more than four months
5 previous to the expiration of the term of service of a
6 mayor, the board of aldermen shall forthwith cause war-
-7 rants, or orders, to be issued for a new election, and the
8 same proceedings shall be had in all respects as are here-
-9 inbefore provided for the election of mayor; and such

10 proceedings shall be repeated until the election of a
11 mayor is completed. If the full number of members of
12 the board of aldermen then required to be chosen shall
13 not be elected at the annual municipal election, or if a
14 vacancy in the office of a member thereof shall occur
15 more than four months previous to the expiration of his
16 term of office, the board of aldermen shall forthwith
17 cause a new election to be held as aforesaid to fill the
18 vacancy. In case a vacancy in the office of mayor or of
19 a member of the board of aldermen shall occur within the
20 four months previous to the expiration of his term of
21 office, the board of aldermen may, in its discretion, order
22 a new election to be held as aforesaid to till the vacancy.

1 Section 7. AVhen no convenient wardroom for hold-
-2 ing the meetings of the qualified voters of a ward can be
3 had within the territorial limits of such ward, the board
4 ofaldermen may, in the warrant or order for calling a
5 meeting of the qualified voters of such ward, appoint and
6 direct that the meeting be held in some convenient place
7 within the limits of an adjacent ward of the city ; and for
8 such purpose the place so assigned shall be deemed and
9 taken to be a part of the ward for which the meeting or

10 election is held.

1 Section 8. General meetings of the qualified voters
2 of the city may from time to time be held, according to
3 the right secured to the people by the constitution of the
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4 Commonwealth; and such meetings may, and upon the
5 request in writing of fifty qualified voters setting forth
6 the purposes thereof, shall be called by the board of
7 aldermen.

1 Section 9. The board of aldermen shall be composed
2 of twenty-one members. At the first election, and annu-
-3 ally thereafter, twenty-one aldermen, three from each
4 ward, shall be elected by and from the qualified voters
5 of each ward, who shall hold office for the municipal
6 year next succeeding their election.

1 Section 10. The mayor elect and the members elect
2 of the board of aldermen shall, on the first Monday in
3 the January succeeding their election, at eight o’clock,

and be sworn to the faithful4 p.m., assemble together
5 discharge of their duties.
6 to the mayor by the city

The oath may be administered
clerk, or by a judge of a court
of the peace, and the oath may7 of record, or by a justice

8 be administered to the members of the board of aldermen
9 by the mayor or by the city clerk, or by a justice of the

10 peace. In case of the absence of the mayor-elect on
11 the first Monday in January, or if a mayor shall be
12 subsequently elected, the oath of office may at any time
13 thereafter be administered to him in the presence of the
14 board of aldermen ; and at any time after the first Monday
15 in January the oath of office may be administered in the
1(5 presence of the board of aldermen to a member thereof
17 who was absent on the first Monday in January, or who
18 shall bo subsequently elected. A certificate that such
19 oath has been taken by the mayor and the members of
20 the board of aldermen shall be entered in the journal of
21 the board of aldermen.

1 Section 11. Directly alter the oaths of office have
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2 been administered the board of aldermen shall meet and
3 organize by the election, according to law, of a presi-
-4 dent, and no other business shall be in order until
5 a president has been chosen. The eldest senior member
6 present shall preside until a president has been chosen.
7 The president may be removed from office by the
8 affirmative votes of two-thirds of all the members
9 of the board of aldermen. The board of aldermen

10 shall elect, according to law, a city clerk, who shall
11 hold office for the term of his election and until
12 his successor is elected and qualified. The city clerk
13 shall also be the clerk of the board of aldermen;
14 but in case of delay in the election of a city clerk,
15 or in case of a vacancy in the office, the board of
16 aldermen may elect a temporary clerk who shall act as
17 clerk of the board until a city clerk is chosen and quali-
-18 tied. The city clerk shall be sworn to the faithful dis-
-19 charge of his duties, in the presence of the board of
20 aldermen, by the president of the board or by a justice
21 of the peace. The clerk shall attend the sessions of the
22 board of aldermen, and shall keep a record of its pro-
23 ceedings and shall perform such farther service as the
24 board of aldermen may require. The city clerk may be
25 removed by the affirmative votes of two-thirds of all the
26 members of the board of aldermen. In case of the tem-
-27 porary absence or disability of the city clerk, the board
28 of aldermen may appoint a city clerk pro tempore, who

9 shall be duly sworn. In case of a vacancy in the office
0 the same shall be filled by the board of aldermen. The

31 board of aldermen may likewise by ordinance provide
82 for the election of a city messenger.

1 Section 12. The board of aldermen shall be the judge
2 of the election and qualifications of its members, shall
3 determine the rules for it proceedings, and may appoint
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iuch assistant clerks and other officers as may be neces-
sary for the proper conduct of its business.

Section 13. The mayor may, or the city clerk, at the
written request of seven members thereof, shall call a
special meeting of the board of aldermen by causing a
written notice of such meeting, containing a statement
of the subjects to be considered thereat, to be left at the
usual place of residence of each member at least twenty-
four hours previous to the time appointed for the meeting,
and no other business shall be transacted at such special
meeting.

Section 14. In the board of aldermen a majority of
the whole numbers of members provided to be elected
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business,
but a smaller number may adjourn from time to time.

Section 15. The board of aldermen shall by ordi-
nance determine the salary of the mayor, and may in
like manner change such salary from time to time, hut
no ordinance changing the salary shall take effect until
the expiration of the current term of the mayor then in
office.

Section 16. All votes of the board of aldermen mak-
ing appropriations or loans of money shall be in itemized
form, and when brought before the board of aldermen
on recommendation of the mayor no item of the appro-
priation or loan in excess of the amount recommended
by the mayor shall be passed except by the affirmative
votes of two-thirds of the members present and voting
thereon.

Section 17. Any ordinance, order, or resolution ol
the board of aldermen may be passed through all its
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stages of legislation at one session by unanimous consent
of the members of the board present. Should one mem-
ber or more object, action on the measure shall be post-
poned for at least one week; and if when it is next con-
sidered five or more members object to its passage, a
second postponement of at least one week shall take
place.

Section 18. The board of aldermen may, by special
vote, hold private sittings for the consideration of candi-
dates for election, and also for the consideration of
nominations by the mayor, but all other sittings shall be
public, and all votes on election and on confirmation of
appointments shall be taken in public.

Section 19. No member of the board of aldermen
shall, during the term for which he is elected, hold by
appointment, or by election of the board of aldermen,
any other office or position, the salary or compensation
for which is payable from the city treasury, nor shall he
act as counsel or attorney before the board of aldermen
or any committee thereof.

Section 20. Neither the board of aldermen nor any
committee or member thereof, shall directly or indirectly
take part in the employment of.labor, the expenditure of
public money, the making of contracts, the purchase of
materials or supplies, the construction, alteration, or
repair of any public works or other property, or in the
care, custody, or management of the same, or, in general,
in the conduct of the executive or administrative business
of the cityr

, except as herein required in providing for
the appointment and removal of subordinate officers and
assistants, and as may be necessary for defraying the
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12 contingent and incidental expenses of the board of
13 aldermen.

1 Section 21. The board of aldermen shall have power
2 within said city to make and establish ordinances and to
3 affix thereto penalties for the violation thereof, as herein
4 or by general law provided, without the sanction of any
5 court or of any justice thereof. All ordinances so made
6 and established shall be forthwith published in one or
7 more newspapers, to be designated by the mayor, and
8 they shall, unless they contain an express provision for a
9 later date, take effect at the time of their approval by the

10 mayor, or if a penalty for their violation is provided, at
11 the expiration of thirty days from the day of such
12 approval.

1 Section 22. The board of aldermen shall, subject
2 always to the approval of the mayor, have exclusive au-

-3 thority and power to order the laying out, locating anew,
4 and.discontinuing of, and the making of specific repairs
5 in, all streets and ways and all highways within the
6 limits of the city; to assess the damages sustained
7 thereby by any person, and, except as herein otherwise
8 provided, to act in matters relating to such laying out,
9 locating anew, altering, discontinuing, or repairing.

10 Any person aggrieved by the action of the board of
11 aldermen hereunder shall have all the rights and privi-
-12 leges now by law in Similar cases allowed in appeals from
13 decisions of selectmen.

1 Section 23. Except as herein otherwise provided the
2 board of aldermen shall in general have and exercise the
3 legislative powers of towns and of the inhabitants thereof,
4 and shall have all the powers and authority given to city
5 councils and boards of aldermen under the general laws
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6 of the Commonwealth, and be subject to the duties im-
7 posed on city councils and boards of aldermen ; and shall
8 have and exercise all the powers, other than executive,
9 given to selectmen of towns, and to the selectmen of the

10 town of Medford or city council of the city of Medford,
11 under any special laws heretofore passed with reference
12 to said town or city of Medford not inconsistent here-
-13 with.

1 Section 24. The mayor shall be elected from the
2 qualified voters of the city, and shall hold office for the
3 two municipal years next succeeding his election and
4 until his successor is elected and qualified, except that
5 when elected to fill a vacancy he shall hold office only
6 for the unexpired term and until his successor is elected
7 and qualified, provided that the person holding the office
8 of mayor at the time of the
9 continue to hold such office

adoption of this charter shall
for the remainder of the term

10 for which he was elected.

1 Section 25. The mayor shall be the chief executive
2 officer of the city, and the executive powers of the city
3 shall be vested in him, and be exercised by him either
4 personally or through the several officers and boards in
5 their respective departments, under his general super-
-6 vision and control.

1 Section 26. The mayor shall communicate to the
2 board of aldermen such information and shall recommend

3 such measures as in his judgment the interests of the
4 city shall require; shall cause the laws, ordinances and
5 orders for the government of the city to be enforced,
6 and shall secure an honest, efficient and economical
7 conduct of the executive and administrative business of
8 the city, and the harmonious and concerted action of the
9 different administrative and executive departments.
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1 Section 27. In case of a vacancy in the office of
2 mayor, or in case of his death, resignation or absence

3 from the Commonwealth, or of his inability from other
4 cause to perform the duties of his office, the president of
5 the board of aldermen shall, under the style of acting
6 mayor, exercise the powers and perform the duties of
7 mayor, as by law provided in such cases, except that he
8 shall not unless such disability of the mayor has con-
-9 tinned at least ten days, or unless the office of mayor

10 has become vacant, have power to approve or di
11 approve any ordinance, order, resolution or vote of
12 the board of aldermen.

1 Section 28. The mayor shall appoint, subject to
2 the confirmation or rejection of the board of aldermen,

3 all the officers of the city, unless their election or ap-
-4 pointment is herein or by statute law otherwise pro-
5 vided for. Xo such appointment made by the mayor
6 shall be acted upon by the board of aldermen until the
7 expiration of one week from the time when the appoint-
-8 ment is transmitted to the board. Any officer so ap-
-9 pointed 'may be removed by the mayor for such cause

10 as the shall deem sufficient and shall assign in his order
11 of removal, and the removal shall take effect upon the

12 tiling of the order therefor in the office of the city clerk
13 and the service of a copy of such order upon the officer

14 removed, either personally or at his last or usual place
15 of residence. The city clerk shall keep such order on

16 file and subject to public inspection.

1 Section 29. The mayor shall cause to be kept a

2 record of all his official acts, and for that purpose and
3 to aid him in his official duties, he may, without the con-

-4 firmation of the board of aldermen, appoint one or more
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clerks, whose compensation shall be fixed by the board
of aldermen.

Section 30. The mayor shall in the month of Jan-
uary of each year cause to be made to him by the heads of
departments, and by all other officers and boards having-
authority to expend money, detailed estimates of the
amounts deemed by them to be necessary for their re-
spective departments for the financial year, which shall
begin on the first Monday of January, and he shall, not
later than the tenth day of •February, transmit such
estimates to the board of aldermen, recommending such
appropriations for each department or purpose, as he
shall deem necessary therefor.

1 Section 31. No sum appropriated for a specific pur-
2 pose shall be expended for any other purpose. No
3 expenditure shall be made and no liability incurred by
4 or in behalf of the city until the board of aldermen has

duly voted an appropriation sufficient to meet such ex-
penditure or liability, together with all prior unpaid
liabilities, which are payable therefrom, unless by au-

8 thority of said board first obtained, except that, after
) the expiration of the financial year and before the

10 making of the regular annual appropriations, liabilitie
11 payable out of a regular appropriation may be incurred
12 to an amount not exceeding one-sixth of the total of the
13 appropriation madefor similar purposes in the precedin

in

quire all1 Section 32. The mayor si

1 officers entrusted with the receipt andards and
penditureof public money, and with the care and custody

nd detailed
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5 statements thereof, and shall cause such statements to
6 be published for the information of the citizens.

1 Section 33. There shall be the following administra-
-2 tive officers, who shall perform the duties by law' pre-
-3 scribed for them respectively, and such further duties
4 not inconsistent with the nature of their respective offices
5 and with general law's as the board of aldermen may
6 prescribe: First. A city treasurer. • Second. A city
7 collector. Third. A city auditor. Fourth. Acitysolic-
-8 itor. Fifth. A city engineer. Sixth. A city physician.
9 Seventh. A board of assessors, consisting of three per-

-10 sons. Eighth. A board of overseers, of the poor, con-
-11 sisting of three persons. Ninth. A board of health,
12 consisting of four persons. Tenth. A street commis-
-13 sioner, wdio shall have the powers of a surveyor of
14 highways. Eleventh. A board of water commissioners,
15 consisting of three persons. Twelfth. A board of sewer
16 commissioners, consisting of three persons. Thirteenth.
17 A board of trustees of cemeteries, consisting of three

d to and have all the powers,
the trustees of Oak Grove
contracts, liabilities, or suits
Fourteenth. Aboard oftrus-
consisting of three persons,

18 persons, which shall succe

19 duties, and liabilities of
20 Cemetery ; but no existing
21 shall be affected thereby.
22 tees of the public library
23 which shall have the management and control of the

24 public library of the city and the expenditure of all

25 moneys which may be appropriated for said library and
)me into the possession of said
library, and may employ such
necessary, and establish their

26 of all moneys which may c
27 city for the benefit of saic
28 assistants as it shall deem
29 compensation
30 The board of aldermen may from time to time, subject
31 to the provisions of this act and in accordance with gen-

eral laws, if they exist in any particular case, provide by
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33 ordinance for the establishment of additional boards, and
34 other officers, for the construction and care of the various
35 public works and buildings, for the direction and custody
36 of public parks, for the
37 public hospital, and for

management and control of a
ther municipal purposes ; may

38 determine the number and duties of the incumbents of
39 such boards and offices, and for such purposes may del-
-40 egate to such boards and offices the administrative pow-
-41 ers given by general laws to city councils and boards of
42 aldermen. The board of aldermen majr likewise from
43 time to time consolidate boards and offices, and may
44 separate and divide the powers and duties of such as
45 have already been established, may increase the number
46 of persons constituting any of the boards above specified,
47 and when such increase has been made may subsequently
48 diminish the number, may increase or diminish the num-

49 her of persons who shall perform the duties of an office
50 or board hereafter established as above provided, and may
51 abolish an office or boar hereafter established.
52 It shall be the duty of the mayor to appoint all the
53 officers above specified, and unless otherwise provided all
54 those for whom provision shall hereafter be made as

55 above, on or before the first Monday in February in the
56 municipal year, and their t rms of office shall begin on

the first Monday in March and shall continue for one

>8 year or for such other peri
>9 shall by ordinance in any i

I as the board of aldermen
ise provide, except that the

10 terms of office of all the officers so specified, who
1 shall be first appointed he
2 tively upon their appointin'

under, shall begin respec-r

qualification. Every
dministrative ofi ioner removed, h

nd qualific4 office until his su

tion 34. The may1 shal me the first

2 Monday in February tl his act



MEDFORD CITY CHARTER. Jan.14

4
)

i

)

10

11

1

4

f

1
>

4
5

t

i

4

8

appoint the board of trustees of cemeteries, and the
board of trustees of the public library, the board of
water commissioners, and the board of sewer commission-
ers, and shall appoint one member of each for three years,
one of each for two years, and one of each for one year

and thereafter the mayor shall annually appoint one mem-
ber of each board, who shall hold office for the term of
three years next ensuing and until another shall be ap-
pointed and confirmed in his stead.

Section 35. All administrative officers shall be
sworn to the faithful discharge of their respective duties,
and certificates of their oaths shall be made and kept
in the office of the city clerk; and all such boards
and other officers shall keep a record of their official
transactions, and such record shall be open to public
inspection.

Section 36. The board of aldermen may require the
city treasurer, the city collector, the city auditor and
such other officers whose appointment is provided for in

the preceding sections as are intrusted with the receipt,
care or disbursement of money to give bonds, with such
security as it shall deem proper, for the faithful dis-

charge of their respective duties.

Section 37. The administrative boards and officers
above specified in section thirty-three and every adminis-
trative board and officer hereafter established by the

the provisions of sections
lusive and having the charge
the power, except as herein
oint and employ and to dis-
ordinate officers, clerks and
ive departments; and they

board of aldermen under
thirty-three to forty-two inc
:>f a department shall have
otherwise provided, to app>
jhargo and remove all sub

1 assistants in their respect
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10 shall keep a record, subject to inspection, of all so ap-
-11 pointed and employed and of all discharged and removed,
12 and in case of discharge and removal, of the grounds

13 therefor.

1 Section 38. The several administrative boards and
2 officers having charge of departments shall, within their
3 respective departments, employ all labor, make and
4 execute all necessary contracts, purchase all materials
5 and supplies, have charge of the construction, altera-
-6 tion, and repair of all public buildings and works, have
7 the entire care, custody, and management of all public
8 works, institutions, buildings, and other property, and
9 shall in general have the immediate direction and con-

-10 trol of all executive and administrative business ; and
11 the}7 shall at all times be accountable for the proper dis-
-12 charge of their duties to the mayor as the chief executive
13 officer of the city. All contracts made in behalf of the
14 city in which the amount involved exceeds three hundred
15 dollars shall, in order to be valid, require the signature
16 of the mayor, and except as herein otherwise provided
17 or by law required no expenditure shall be made or lia-

beyond the appropria-18 bility incurred for any pu

19 tions previously made therefor

1 Section 39. The board of aldermen may establish
2 a police department, and provide for the appointment
3 of a chief of police and of other members of the police
4 force by the mayor, or by a police board, or for the ap-
-5 pointment of other members of the force by a chief of
6 police to be appointed by the mayor.

1 Section 40. The board of aldermen may establish a
2 lire department, and provide for the appointment of a
3 chief engineer and of other members of the department
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1

4 by the mayor, or by a tire board, or for the appointment
5 of other members of the department by a chief engineer
6 to be appointed by the mayor.

1 Section 41. Every administrative board, through its
2 chairman, and every officer having charge of a depart-
3 ment, shall, at the request of the board of aldermen,
4 appear before it and give such information as it may re-
-5 quire in relation to any matter, act, or thing connected
6 with the discharge of the duties of such board or office;

7 and when requested to appear, the officer who appears
8 shall have the right to speak upon all matters under con-
-9 sideration relating to his department.

1 Section 42. The board of aldermen shall establish
2 by ordinance the salary or compensation of every admin-
-3 istrafive officer, but after the first municipal year no
4 ordinance changing any such salary or compensation
5 shall take effect until the municipal year succeeding that
6 in which the ordinance is passed.

1 Section 43. The management and control of the
2 schools of the city shall be vested in a school committee,

3 consisting of three’members at large and seven members
4 from wards, one from each ward: all of whom shall be
5 inhabitants of the city.

6 At each annual municipal election one member at large
7 of the school committee shall be elected by the qualified
8 voters of the entire city, to serve for the term of three
9 years, beginning with the first Monday of January then

10 next ensuing, in place of the member at large whose
11 term then expires.
12 At the first municipal election held under this rc
13 vised charter, seven members of the school committee
14 one being an inhabitant of each ward, shall be electe
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15 by the qualified voters of the entire city. Three such
16 members shall serve for the term of three years, two
17 for terms of two years, and two for terms of one year,
18 beginning with the first Monday in January next
19 ensuing; and their respective terms shall be assigned
20 to them by the mayor directly after their election.
21 Thereaiter at each annual municipal election the qualified
22 voters of the entire city shall elect members of the school
23 committee from wards, as many in number as members
24' from wards whose term then expires, and inhabitants ot
25 the same wards from which the members whose term
26 of office then expires were elected, to serve for terms of
27 three years as aforesaid.
28 If, however, in any year there shall be a new division
29 of the city into wards, the terms of office of all the mem-
-30 bers from wards shall expire at the end of the municipal

1 year in which such division is made; and at the munici
32 pal election occurring in such year, members from wards,
33 as many in number as there are new wards, and one
34 being an inhabitant of each ward, shall be elected by the
35 qualified voters of the city; and the mayor shall make
36 such arrangement of the terms of the respective members
37 from wards, that the terms of one-third of the members,
38 as near as may be, shall expire each year.

1 Section 44. In case of a vacancy in the office of a mem
2 ber of the school committee the mayor shall call a joint
3 convention of the board of aldermen and of the school
4 committee, at which the president of the board of alder
5 men shall preside, and such vacancy shall, by vote of a
6 majority of all the members of the two bodies, be filled
7 by the election of a member at large or of a member

from a certain ward, according as the vacancy exists, to
9 serve until the end of the municipal year in which the

10 warrant or order for the next annual municipal election



MEDFORD CITY CHARTER f Jan.18

11

12
1
14

1
■>

3

4
>

6

<s

9

1
2

3

4
5

(

t

1
■>

>

4
)

6

t

8

)

10

1

shall be issued ; and at such election the further vacancy,
if any, shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired
term in the manner as the member whose office is vacant
was elected.

Section 45. The school committee shall meet on the
first Monday in January in each year and organize by
the election by ballot of one of its members as chairman,
and by the election of a clerk. The committee shall be
the judge of the election and qualification of its members
and shall determine the rules for its proceedings. A
majority of the whole number provided to be elected
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business,
but a. smaller number may adjourn from time to time.

Section 46. The school committee shall elect a su-
perintendent of schools, and may appoint such other
subordinate officers and assistants as it may deem neces-
sary for the proper discharge of its duties and the con-
duct of its business; shall define their terms of service
and duties and fix their compensation, and may remove
and discharge them at pleasure.

Section 47. The school committee, in addition to
the exercise of the powers and the discharge of the duties
imposed by law upon school committees, shall, subject
to the approval of the mayor and to the provisions of the
three following sections, have full power and authority
to select and purchase lands for school purposes, to de-
termine the plans of all school buildings to be erected,
to order all additions, alterations, and repairs to school
buildings, and to provide, when necessary, temporary
accommodations for school purposes.

Section 48. The school committee shall in the month
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2 of January in each year submit to the mayor an estimate
3 in detail of the amount deemed by it necessary to expend
4 for its purposes during the succeeding financial year, and
5 the mayor shall transmit the same, with the estimates of
6 the departments, to the board of aldermen, and shall
7 recommend such appropriations as he shall deem neees-
8 sary.

1 Section 49. Unless thereto required by law the
2 school committee shall cause no liability to be incurred

3 and no expenditure to be made for any purpose beyond
4 the specific appropriation which may be made therefor
5 by the board of aldermen, except that after the expira-
-6 tion of the financial }rear, and before the making of the
7 regular annual appropriations, liabilities payable out of
8 a regular appropriation may be incurred to an amount
9 not exceeding one-sixth of the total of the appropriation

10 made for similar purposes in the preceding year.

1 Section 50. The board of aldermen may determine
2 whether salaries shall be paid to the members of the
3 sctool committee, and may fix the amount thereof, and
4 may change the same from time to time.

1 Section 51. The removal of a member of the schoo
2 committee from the ward for which he was elected tc

3 another ward of the city shall not disqualify him from
4 discharging the duties of his office for the remainder of

the term for which he was elected

1 Section 52. The general laws relating to the munici
2 pal indebtedness of cities, the general laws requiring the
3 approval of the mayor to the doings of a city council or
4 of either branch thereof, and relative to the exercise ot
5 the veto power by the mayor of a city, and the provi-
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sions of chapter nineteen of the Revised Laws, and all
acts in amendment thereto, shall have full force, applica-
tion and effect in said city.

1 Section 53. All persons holding office in said city at
the time when this act takes effect and becomes of force
therein, as herein provided, shall continue to hold such

4 offices until the organization of the city government as
5 hereby authorized shall be effected and until their re-

spective successors shall be chosen and qualified.

Section 54. No suits, prosecutions or other legal
proceedings in which said city is a party, pending at the
time when this act takes effect in said city, and no rights
then already accrued, or penalties or forfeitures incurred
under any such proceedings, shall be affected or impaired
by the taking effect of this act; and all bv-laws and
trdinances of the town and city of Medford, not incon-
istent with the terms of this act, shall continue in force

until repealed or superseded by ordinance.

Section 55. Trust funds now or hereafter given to or
leld by said city shall be received, held and administered

nless otherwise provided in
and trust funds now or here-

by the board of aldermen
the acceptance of the trus

ther designated officials of theafter given to or held bye

Id and administered by suchcity shall be received, h
other officials.

Section 56. All general laws in force in the city of
Medford when this act shall be accepted as herein pro-
vided, and all special laws heretofore passed with refer-
ence to the town or city of Medford, and which shall
have been duly accepted by said town or city, and which
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6 shall then be in force, shall, until altered, amended or
7 repealed, continue in force in the city of Medford.

1 Section 57. Upon the taking effect of this act as
2 herein provided, the territory of the city shall be divided
3 into seven wards, by a joint convention of the board of
4 aldermen and the common council, to be called by the
5 mayor, at which he shall preside as chairman and have
6 the right to vote; the division shall be made so that the
7 wards shall contain as nearly as may be consistent with
8 well defined limits to each, equal numbers of voters, and
9 they shall designate the wards by numbers. The board

10 of aldermen shall for the purpose of the first municipal
11 election to be held hereunder, which shall take place on
12 the second Tuesday in the December next succeeding such
13 taking effect, provide suitable polling places in the seven
14 wards, and shall give notice thereof. The mayor shall,
15 at least thirty days previous to such second Tuesday in
16 December, appoint all proper election officers for such
17 election. The registrars of voters shall cause to be pre-
-18 pared and published, according to law, lists of the quali-
-19 lied voters in each of the wards so established.

1 Section 58. A meeting may be called for the purpose
2 of submitting the question of the acceptance of this act to
3 the legal voters of said city at any time after the passage
4 hereof, except in the months of November and Decem-
5 ber. At such meetings the polls shall be open not less
6 than eight hours and the vote be taken by ballot, in ac-
7 cordance with the provisions of chapter eleven of Revised
8 Laws, and of all other acts relating to city elections, so
9 far as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the ques-

-10 tion, “Shall an act passed by the general court in the
11 year nineteen hundred and three, entitled ‘An act to
12 revise the city charter of the city of Medford,’ be ac-
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13 ccepted?” and the affirmative votes of a majority of the
voters present and voting thereon shall be required for
its acceptance. If at the meeting so called this act shall
fail to be thus accepted, it may at the expiration of one
year from any such previous meeting be again submitted
for acceptance, but not after the period of three years
from the passage hereof.

Section 59. So much of this act as authorizes tin
submission of the question of its acceptance to the legal
voters of the city shall take effect upon its passage, but
it shall not take further effect unless accepted as herein
prescribed.

Section 60. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent
herewith are hereby repealed.


