
HOUSE No. 606.

[Bill accompanying the petition (taken from the files of last year) of
Marcus C, Cook and others. Metropolitan Affairs. Jan. 30.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three

AN ACT
To provide for a Greater Boston by permitting Towns and

Cities adjoining to be annexed by Concurrent Vote.
Be it enacted by ike Senate and House of Hepresentaht

n General Court assembled, and by the authority of t
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Any city or town which now adjoins or
2 may hereafter adjoin the city of Boston by land or
3 bridge and whose nearest boundary is within ten miles
4 of the state house, and any city or town which touches
5 the seashore between Marblehead and Hull (inclusive
6 of said towns), may become annexed to the city of
7 Boston by concurrent vote of both municipalities, as
8 provided in this act.

Commomoeoltl) of iUassacljusctts.

1 Section 2. The city council of any annexable city
2 shall, on petition of a number of legal voters of said
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3 city equal to ten per centum of the total number of

4 votes cast for a mayor at the last previous annual
5 municipal election, cause to be submitted to the voters
6 of said city the question of annexation to the city of
7 Boston: such submission to take place, duly notified
8 for that purpose, on the third Tuesday of September
9 next following the filing of said petition.

10 The selectmen of any annexable town shall in like

11 manner, on petition of a number of legal voters of said
12 town equal to ten per centum of the total number of
13 votes cast for selectmen at the last previous annual
14 town meeting, cause to be submitted to the voters of
15 such town the question of annexation to the city of
16 Boston duly notified for that purpose; such submission
17 to take place on the annual town meeting next follow-
-18 ing the filing of said petition. If upon the submission
19 of such question in any city or town the majority of the
20 votes cast are in favor of annexation, the mayor or
21 selectmen shall immediately give notice thereof to the
22 mayor and city council of the city of Boston, and the
23 question of admitting such city or town shall be sub-
-24 mitted to the legal voters of the city of Boston at the
25 next annual state election. Four weeks prior to said
26 election the mayor of the city of Boston, shall cause
27 notice to be given by publication in three or more daily
28 papers published in said city that said question will be
29 submitted, and said notice shall be so published on ten
30 separate days before the day of such annual state
31 election.

1 Section 3. In case of a concurrent vote on the ques-
-2 tion of annexation, the board of aldermen of the city of
3 Boston shall immediately cause to be appointed an
4 annexation committee consisting of three persons, the
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5 mayor of said city to be one member of said committee.
6 A like committee shall be appointed in a like manner
7 by any city that has been accepted by the city of Bos-
-8 ton. In case of any town that has been accepted by the
9 city of Boston a like committee shall be appointed in a

10 like manner by the selectmen of said town, the chairman
11 of the board to be one member of said committee; and
12 all matters to be determined in connection with annexa-
-13 tion, and for whose determination no provision is other-
-14 wise made in this act, shall be settled by said committee
15 acting jointly. The mayor of the city of Boston shall
16 appoint a first meeting of the joint committee. A
17 majority of the joint committee shall constitute a quorum
18 for the transaction of business.

1 Section 4. If a majority of the legal voters of the
2 city of Boston, at such election, vote in favor of annexa-
3 tion, such annexation shall take full effect, in accord-
-4 ance with the terms of this act, from and after the first
5 Monday of January next following; and said annexed
6 territory, from and after said date, shall form a part of
7 the city of Boston. The result of the vote shall be
8 certified by the proper officers of the respective munici-
-9 palities to the secretary of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 5. When a concurrent vote in favor of
2 annexation is passed under this act, the officers of the
3 municipality which is to be annexed shall continue to
4 hold their offices until the first Monday of January
5 following, but no new officers shall be elected or
6 appointed for said municipality after said vote except
7 to fill vacancies until said first Monday of January.
8 The term of office of all such officers, except as herein
9 otherwise provided, shall expire on said first Monday of

10 January.
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1 Section 6. When annexation is adopted as provided
2 for in this act, the mayor of the city of Boston and
3 the chairman of the board of aldermen, and the presi-
-4 dent of the common council and the mayors of the
5 cities, and the chairmen of the boards of selectmen of
6 the towns which are to be annexed shall proceed forth-
-7 with to divide the annexed territory into wards, or to
8 declare that the whole new territory shall constitute
9 one ward, and if said body fails to take such action

10 within ten days from the date of the affirmative vote by
11 the voters of the city of Boston, the mayor and board
12 of aldermen of the city of Boston shall forthwith make
13 such division or shall declare such territory to be one
14 ward. No wards shall be created out of said new
15 territory with a population less than that of the least
16 populous existing ward in said city. No ward in said
17 new territory shall have a greater population than the
18 most populous existing ward in said city : provided , that
19 if a division upon the basis of said maximum leaves
20 a fraction too small to be created a ward by itself, such
21 fraction may be annexed to any other ward or wards of
22 said newterritory. The division made under this section
23 shall remain in force until the next regular division of
24 the whole city into wards; and the said body shall also
25 distribute the said territory into aldermanic districts,
26 of such number as they may deem best.

1 Section 7. Each new ward established under the
2 provisions of the preceding section shall be entitled to
3 all the municipal and ward officers to which each of the
4 other wards of the city of Boston is entitled; and the
5 board of aldermen of the city of Boston shall in due
6 season divide the new wards into voting precincts,
7 establish polling places, issue their warrants for meetings
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8 of the legal voters of said wards respectively to be held
9 on the day of the annual city election in the year in

10 which such concurrent vote is passed, and proceed in
11 all respects so far as possible as to such new wards as in
12 the case of the other wards of said city. And the
13 citizens of the annexed territory shall have the same
14 right to be registered and to vote for municipal officers
15 of the city of Boston at such election as they would have
16 had if the annexed territory had formed part of the city
17 of Boston for more than six months next before said
18 election. All matters necessary to be determined in
19 connection with the conduct of said election with refer-
-20 ence to which no provision is made by law shall be deter-
-21 mined by the board of aldermen of the city of Boston.

I Section 8. When territory annexed to the city of
2 Boston under this act is, at the time of annexation, situ-
-3 ated in another county, the supreme judicial court shall,
4 on petition of the mayor of the city of Boston or the
5 county commissioners of the county concerned, appoint
6 a board of three special commissioners, who shall deter-
-7 mine what proportion of the indebtedness, if any, of
8 such other county shall be assumed by the county of
9 Suffolk, and what amount shall be annually contributed

10 from the treasury of the county of Suffolk to the treas-
11 ury of such other county on account of expenses incurred
12 by such other county in maintaining judicial, correc-
ts tional and other institutions within the limits of the city
14 of Boston under the provisions of section eleven of thison

15 act
16 The award of said special commissioners, when ac
17 cepted by said court, shall be binding upon all parties;
18 but the question of the annual contribution may be re-
-19 opened from time to time, upon petition to the supreme
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20 judicial court by the mayor of the city of Boston or the
21 county commissioners of the county concerned, and the
22 amount of such annual contribution may be readjusted :

23 provided, that no such application for a readjustment
24 shall be made until two years have elapsed since the
25 date of the last adjustment.

1 Section 9. When there is a public library in any
2 municipality annexed to the city of Boston under this
3 act, such library, with the books, documents, pictures
4 and other objects which now or hereafter may belong
5 thereto, shall be continued and kept within he limits
6 of said former municipality, and it shall have the benefit
7 of all gifts or legacies heretofore or hereafter made in
8 its behalf.

1 Section 10. Except as above provided, all the pub-
-2 lie property of the annexed municipality shall be vested
3 in and become the property of the city of Boston; and
4 said city of Boston shall succeed to all the rights, claims,
5 causes of action, rights to uncollected taxes, liens, uses,
6 trusts, duties, privileges and immunities of said annexed
7 municipality. The treasurer of said annexed munioi-
-8 pality shall, on or before the second Monday of Janu-
-9 ary next following the concurrent vote of annexation,

10 under the direction of the mayof’ and aldermen or
11 selectmen of said municipality, who shall for this pur-
-12 pose and for all other purposes necessary to carry into
13 full effect the provisions of this act, continue to hold
14 their offices over, transfer, deliver, pay over and account
15 for to the city treasurer of the city of Boston all books,
16 papers, moneys and other property in his possession as
17 treasurer of said annexed municipality on the first Mon-
-18 dav of January next following the concurrent vote of
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19 annexation; and the city of Boston shall become liable
20 for and subject to all the debts, obligations, duties, re-
-21 sponsibilities and liabilities of the annexed municipality.
22 All actions and causes of action which may be pending,
23 or which shall have accrued at the date of annexation
24 in behalf of or against said annexed municipality, shall
25 survive and may be prosecuted to final judgment and
26 execution in behalf of or against the city of Boston.

1 Section 11. When territory annexed to the city of
2 Boston under this act is at the time of annexation situ-
-3 ated in another county, it shall continue to be treated
4 as a part of such other county in respect to the follow-
-5 ing matters:
6 First. In respect to the civil and criminal jurisdic
7 tion of the courts.

8 Second. In respect to the registry of deeds.
9 Third. In respect to commitments to penal and

10 correctional institutions and jails.
11 Fourth. In respect to the ownership, maintenance
12 and administration of all buildings and places used for
13 courts, for the registry of deeds and for county, penal
14 and correctional institutions and jails; and
15 Fifth. In respect to the election of the following
16 officers: district attorney, clerks of courts, register of
17 probate and insolvency, register of deeds, sheriff, and
18 county commissioners.
19 In all other respects except those above enumerated
20 and for all purposes of taxation and all purposes of
21 municipal administration, the annexed territory shall
22 form a part of the county of Suffolk and city of Boston
23 If there is any police court in the annexed territory

24 bearing the name of the town or city in which it is
25 situated, the word “district” shall be substituted for
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26 the word “city ” or “town ” in the title of such court
27 after annexation.

1 Section 12. Until a different provision is made by
2 law, any territory annexed to the city of Boston under
3 this act shall continue to be, for the purpose of electing
4 representatives in congress, councillors and senators and
5 representatives in the general court, part of the same
6 districts in which it was situated before annexation.
7 All the duties required to be performed by the mayor,
8 aldermen and city clerk or by the selectmen and town
9 clerk of a city or town so annexed, pertaining to the

10 election of representatives in congress, councillors and
11 senators and representatives in the general court shall,
12 after the date of annexation, in like manner devolve
13 upon and be performed by the board of aldermen and
14 city clerk of the city of Boston.

1 Section 13. When any city or town is annexed to
2 the city of Boston under this act, the legal voters resid-
-3 ing within the territory constituting such city or town
4 at the time of annexation shall continue thereafter to
5 exercise the same control over the granting of liquor
6 licenses within such territory as before annexation. The
7 votes east in the precincts into which such former city
8 or town is divided, upon being admitted to the city of
9 Boston, shall be returned and counted like other votes

10 in the city of Boston; but the result shall be declared
11 separately, and when a majority of the votes cast in the
12 precincts situated in such former city or town is against
13 granting liquor licenses, no licenses shall be granted to
14 be exercised within the limits of such former city or
15 town during the ensuing municipal year.

1 Section 14. In the year nineteen hundred and five,
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2 the question of annexation shall be submitted to the
3 voters of each annexable city and town without petition
4 of the voters therefor. In towns which are then annex-
-5 able the submission to popular vote shall be made at the
6 annual town meeting. In cities which are then annex-
-7 able the submission to popular vote shall be made at a
8 special election, to be held on the third Tuesday of Sep-
-9 tember. If upon such submission a majority of the

10 voters present and voting thereon‘favor annexation, the
11 question of admitting such city or town shall be sub-
-12 mitted to the voters of the city of Boston on the day of
13 the annual state election in such year; and if a majority
14 of the voters present and voting thereon in the city of
15 Boston favor such admission, subsequent proceedings
16 shall be had substantially as provided in this act, and
17 such annexation shall take full effect from and after the
18 first Monday of January next following.

1 Section 15. Nothing contained in this act shall
2 impair the obligation of contracts; and the property
3 and inhabitants of any territory annexed to the city of
4 Boston shall continue liable to the creditors of said
5 municipality and of the county of which it formed a
6 part in like manner as if this act had not been passed :

7 provided , that any person compelled to pay a debt of
8 said municipality or county shall have a right to reim-
-9 bursement respectively from the city of Boston and the

10 county from which said municipality was severed.

1 Section 16. The term “municipality,” as used in
2 this act, shall include both towns and cities. The term
3 “executive officers” shall mean in the case of a town
4 the selectmen, and in the case of a city the mayor.

The expression “date of annexation” shall mean th
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6 first Monday of January following a concurrent vote in
7 favor of annexation passed under the provisions of this
8 act.

1 Section 17. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


