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Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Executive Department, Boston, Jan. 30,1902.

The Honorable Senate and House of Representativ

I have the honor to transmit for the consideration of your
honorable bodies a communication addressed to me by the
Boston Transit Commission relative to the construction of a
tunnel or tunnels from a point on or near Hanover street in
the city of Boston to a point at or near Maverick square
in that part of Boston called East Boston, as provided for
by chapter five hundred of the Acts of the year 1897.

JOHN L. BATES.
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To His Excellency the Governor, John L. Bate

Dear Sir : Respectfully represents the Boston Transit
Commission

That by chapter 500 of the Acts of the year 1897, it was
ordered to construct a tunnel or tunnels from a point on or
near Hanover street in the city of Boston or such other
point or points as said commission may deem proper for
a suitable connection with the subway or subways provided
for in section 25 of chapter 548 of the Acts of the year 1894,
to a point at or near Maverick square in that part of Boston
called East Boston, where a suitable connection with surface
tracks may bo made ;

That under date of Jan. 27, 1898, the commission sub-
mitted to the General Court a communication in which it
was stated that the preliminary estimates of the cost of
building such tunnel or tunnels from East Boston to an
actual connection with the then existing subway varied, ac-
cording to the route which might be selected, from three and
three-quarters millions of dollars to over four millions of
dollars, and that the authorized expenditure was insufficient
therefor:

That in the following year, 1899, the Supreme Judicial
Court determined that the act, notwithstanding the insuffi-
ciency of the fund placed at the disposal of the commission,
required such tunnel or tunnels to be built so as to make
such actual physical connection with the then existing sub-
way ;

That the sum available for building the tunnel is in round
numbers $2,719,000:
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That the commission by substituting in that portion of
the tunnel under the harbor concrete in place of cast iron,
which had hitherto been used elsewhere for such purposes
and which was contemplated in the estimates referred to, is
constructing the said tunnel for less than the original esti-
mate so that it now appears that the sum of three hundred
thousand dollars in addition to the expenditure heretofore
authorized will be sufficient;

That provision for such additional expenditure of three
hundred thousand dollars should be made at the present ses-
sion of the Legislature;

That the above estimate does not cover any payment to
individual owners, if any, of the fee of land within the street
lines for the tunnel easement thereunder, the commission
beino; advised that such claims cannot be sustained.

Wherefore, said Boston Transit Commission makes report
as above to the end that such action may be taken in the
premises as to Your Excellency may seem fitting.

Boston Transit Commission,

Chaim

GEORGE G. CROCKER,




