
HOUSE No. 701

[Order accompanying the petition of J. F. Foster and others for
legislation to procure information relative to vaccination and smallpox.
Public Health. Feb. 2.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Thre

1 Whereas, A great difference of opinion exists among
2 the public in regard to the efficacy of vaccination as a
3 means of preventing smallpox; also, as to whether the
4 evils attendant upon vaccination are not so many and so
5 great as to offset any value that may be fairly claimed in
B behalf of vaccination ; and
7 Whereas, The chief obstacle to making impartial and
8 thorough investigations into these matters lies in the

O c

9 difficulty of obtaining accurate and authentic statistics
10 and data, embodying uniformly all the requisite par-
-11 ticulars, and so completely covering the entire popula-
-12 tion of given communities that convincing deductions
13 can be made therefrom ; and
14 Whereas, The only means by which reliable and sat-
-15 isfactory data can possibly be obtained is by providing
16 for the making and preserving of official records of all
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17 vaccinations, and the results, consequences and sequelae
18 thereof, in each particular instance; and no legislation
19 can be deemed wise or just, or wholesome or reasonable,
20 that is not founded upon a clear and definite knowledge
21 and understanding of the facts dealt with ; therefore be it
22 Ordered, That the committee on public health be di-
-23 rected to report to the general court what legislation, if
24 any, they deem expedient for preserving complete and
25 accurate official records of facts as to vaccination; also,
26 what provision, if any, should be made for preserving
27 like records as to smallpox hospitals, their patients and
28 inmates, and all persons connected therewith; and as to
29 persons treated for smallpox outside of such hospitals,
30 to the end that the identity of all individuals vaccinated
31 in this Commonwealth, and the dates, results and sequel®
32 of their vaccinations, and the identity of all smallpox
33 patients, and of all persons dying of smallpox in this
34 Commonwealth, and full particulars of their several cases,
35 may be readily ascertainable and accessible.


