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AN ACT
To authorize the Selectmen of Towns to license Private

Detectives

8 Boston, and the mayor and aldermen of other cities and
9 the selectmen of towns, may license any citizen of their

10 respective cities and towns to act as a private detective,
11 for the detection, prevention and punishment of crime,
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12 for the term of one year, unless his license is sooner
13 revoked for cause. The fee for such license shall be ten
14 dollars, which shall be paid into the city treasury.
15 Each person so licensed shall give bond to the city
16 treasurer in the sum of three thousand dollars, with two
17 sureties, approved by the licensing board, with condition
18 for the proper discharge of the services which he may
19 perform by virtue of such license; but the provisions of
20 this section shall not confer on a person so licensed any
21 of the power or authority of constables or police officers.

1 Section 2. Section thirty-seven of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “ whoever ’

in the first line, the words : —■ for hire; and bv inserting

4 after the word “ detective,” in the third line, the
5 words: —or acts as a private detective or spotter, —so
6 as to read as follows:
7 Section 37. Whoever for hire without such license
8 engages in the general business of a private detective,
9 or advertises or holds himself out as a private detective,

10 or acts as a private detective or spotter, or falsely
11 assumes or pretends to be a district police officer, shall
12 be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred
13 dollars or by imprisonment for not more than six
14 months, or by both such fine and imprisonment; but
15 the provisions of this section shall not apply I*o a detec-
-16 tive of another state who comes within this Common-
-17 wealth in the performance of his duties.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


