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House of Representatives, Feb. 4, 1903.
[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Robinson of Melrose. Joint Judiciary.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three

AX ACT
Relative to New Trials in Civil Causes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. No justice who has presided at
2 the trial of a civil cause shall set aside a verdict
3 rendered by a jury in said cause without first
4 stating specifically in writing the reasons for such
5 decision.

1 Section 2. A party aggrieved by such de-
-2 cision shall have the right of appealing therefrom
3 to the supreme judicial court, but such appeal
4 must be taken within twenty days of the filing of
5 said decision.
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B Upon the filing of the appeal the court in which
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7 the appeal is taken shall cause to be printed and
8 filed with the case all the testimony bearing on
9 the written set forth by the judge, at the expense

10 of the party moving to have the verdict set aside.
11 When the facts as appear from the record and
12 the reasons set forth by the justice shall be heard
13 by the full court, the cause shall be determined
14 by them upon the law and the facts whether there
15 were sufficient reasons for setting the verdict
16 aside, and the case shall be disposed of as pro-
-17 vided by law in the same way as all other cases

18 going to the supreme court upon exceptions.

1 Section 3. No verdict shall be set aside as

2 excessive unless the prevailing party is first given
3 an opportunity to remit so much of said verdict as
4 the presiding justice shall adjudge to be excessive.
5 Said party must make his election within ten
6 days from the filing of said decision.

1 Section 4. In case the prevailing party shall
2 not elect to remit as provided in the preceding
3 section, the sole issue upon any subsequent trial
4 of the case shall be as to the amount of damages
5 which the party is entitled to recover, and no
6 subsequent verdict in favor of the same party
7 shall be set aside for any reason which was or
8 might have been a ground for setting aside the
9 previous verdict.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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