
HOUSE No. 005.

[Bill accompanying the petition of Walter E. Nichols for legislation
to better protect and regulate the business of barbers. Probate and
Chancery. Feb. 4.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
To establish a Board of Examiners for Barbers and

to regulate the Management of Barber Shops.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as folloivs :

1 Section 1. It shall be unlawful for any per-
-2 son to follow the occupation of a barber in this
3 state unless he shall have first obtained a certifi-
4 cate of registration as provided in this act: pro-
-5 vided, that nothing contained in this act shall
6 apply to any person who shall be actually engaged
7 in such occupation at the time of the approval of
8 this act except as hereinafter provided. Any
9 person who shaves, trims the beard or cuts the
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10 hair of another for hire or reward shall be con-
-11 sidered as a barber within the meaning of this
12 act.

1 Section 2. A board of examiners to consist
2 of three persons, citizens of this state for at least
3 three years prior to their appointment, is hereby
4 created to carry out the purposes and to enforce
5 the provisions of this act. Such board shall be
6 appointed by the governor: provided, that said
7 persons shall have had at least five years’ practice
Bas barbers, prior to their appointment. Each
9 member so recommended shall appear before the

10 state board of health, whose duty it shall be to
11 determine, by strict examination, whether or not
12 such member possesses sufficient knowledge of
13 contagious and inoculations skin diseases, to cu-
ll able such member to pass judiciously upon the
15 qualification of others in the occupation of barber.
16 If said board of health shall reject an appointee,
17 then the governor shall appoint some one else,
18 such appointment to be made from the same class
19 of persons from which the previous appointment
20 was made, and in the same manner. On the other
21 hand, the state board of health having confirmed
22 the appointment said board shall issue a certificate
23 to that effect; and all appointments made shall
24 date from the confirmation thereof by said state
25 board. Vacancies upon said board of examiners
26 caused by death, resignation or expiration from
27 any cause, shall be filled by appointment as orig-
-28 inally provided lor b}T this act. Each member of
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29 said board shall serve for a term of three years
30 and until his successor is appointed and qualified,
31 except in the case of the first board, whose mem-
-32 bers shall serve one, two and three years, respec-
-33 tively, as specified in their appointment by the
34 governor. Any member of said board may be
35 removed from office for cause, by the governor
36 with the advice and consent of the council. Said
37 board shall, with the approval of the state board
38 of health, prescribe such sanitary rules as it may
39 deem necessary. A copy of such rules shall be
40 furnished each barber-shop and barber school and
41 each person to whom a certificate of registration
42 is granted. Each member of said board shall,
43 before entering upon the discharge of his duties,
44 give a bond in the sum of five thousand dollars
45 with a surety or sureties to be approved by the
46 secretary of state, and shall take the oath for
47 the faithful performance of his duties provided by
48 law for public officers.

1 Section 3. Said board shall elect a president,
2 secretary and treasurer; shall have its head-
-3 quarters at such a place in the state as the board
4 may determine; shall have a common seal, and
5 the secretary and president shall have the power
6 to administer oaths. A majority of said board
7 may, in meeting duly assembled, perform the
8 duties and exercise the powers devolving upon
9 said board.

1 Section 4. Each member of said board shall
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2 receive a compensation of five dollars per day for
8 his services, and whatever transportation fare
4 may be necessary in the proper discharge of his
5 duties and shall be paid out of any money in the
6 treasury of said board. Said board shall also be
7 allowed for such other outlays as may be reason-
-8 able for the proper discharge of their duties, pay-
-9 able out of money in the hands of the treasurer.

1 Section 5. Said board shall report to the
2 legislature of this state at each of its regular
3 meetings, a full statement of its receipts and dis-
-4 bursements during the preceding year. Said
5 board shall deposit all funds, except such as are
6 necessary for current expenses, with the state
7 treasurer to be held to its credit and subject to its
8 call. And money, over and above all legitimate
9 expenses, in the hands of the treasurer of said

10 board after the second and following year in
11 excess of one thousand dollars, shall be paid over
12 to the treasurer of the state of Massachusetts.

1 Section 6. Said board shall hold public ex-

-2 animations, at least four times in each year, at such
3 times and places as it may deem advisable, notice
4 of such meeting to be given by publication in at
5 least two leading newspapers, published in the
6 general locality of each proposed meeting, and at
7 least ten days prior to said meeting.

1 Section 7. Every person now engaged in the
2 occupation of barber in this state shall, within
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B ninety days after the approval of this act, file with
4 the secretary of said board an affidavit, setting
5 forth his name, residence and the length of time
6 during which, and the place where, he has prac-
-7 tised such occupation, and shall pay to the treas-
-8 urer of said board a fee of one dollar; a certificate
9 of registration entitling him to practise the said

10 occupation for the year ending the first day of
11 January, nineteen hundred and two, thereupon
12 shall be issued to him. Every person following
13 the occupation of apprentice or student at barber-
-14 ing in this state shall, within ninety days after the
15 approval of this act, file an affidavit setting forth
16 his name, residence, the place where and the length
17 of time during which he has served or studied at
18 such occupation. The secretary of said board
19 shall issue a permit to said apprentice or student,
20 dating from commencement of said occupation,
21 entitling him to continue said occupation for the
22 term of three years. At the expiration of said
23 term he shall, upon the payment of a fee of one
24 dollar to the treasurer of said board, be entitled
25 to a certificate of registration, authorizing him to
26 practise the occupation of a barber.

1 Section 8. Any person not following the oc-

-2 cupation of a barber in this state at the time this
3 act goes into operation, desiring to obtain a quali-
-4 tied certificate of said occupation shall make ap-
-5 plication to said board therefor, and shall pay to
6 the treasurer of said board an examination fee of
7 three dollars, and shall present himselfat the next
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regular meeting of said board for examination of
applicants, whereupon said board shall examine
applicant and, finding him possessed of the req-
uisite skill to practise said occupation, including
his ability in the preparation of the tools, shaving,
haircutting, and all the duties and services requi-
site thereto, and possessed of sufficient knowl-
edge concerning the common contagious diseases
of the face and skin to recognize them by their
general appearance and different symptoms and
to avoid the aggravation and spreading thereof,
in the practice of said occupation, shall issue to
him a certificate of registration authorizing him
to practise said occupation in this state. The
secretary, upon the receipt of application, and fee
by said board, shall, if necessary and at the dis-
cretion of said board, issue a permit allowing ap-
plicant to practise said occupation until the next
regular meeting for examination: provided how-
ever, that such times may be extended by the
board for good cause shown.
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1 Section 9. Any person desiring to follow the
2 occupation of apprentice or student at barbering
3 in this state, after the approval of this act, shall
4 make application, setting forth name, residence
5 and place of occupation during the first month of
6 apprenticeship or study, to said board, paying a

7 fee of one dollar to treasurer of said board.
8 Thereupon, the secretary of said board shall issue
9 a permit for a term of three years. At the end of

10 said term, said apprentice or student shall make
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11 application to said board for a certificate of regis-
-12 tration to practise the occupation of a barber in
13 the same manner, and under the same conditions,
11 as heretofore provided for in section eight of this
15 act.

1 Section 10. Any person failing to pass a
2 successful examination shall be entitled to another
3 examination, without payment of any fee, provid-
-1 ing said person shall make application and pre-
-5 sent himself at one of the regular meetings for
6 examination held by said board within one year
7 from previous examination. Any person failing
8 to pass a successful examination at the expiration
9 of his three years’ term of apprenticeship or study

10 shall, upon application, be entitled to one and only
11 one year’s extension of his permit to practise as
12 apprentice or student. Said board shall not re-
-13 turn any fee except in case of death occurring
14 previous to pending examination. Said board
15 shall have the power to annul the certificate of
16 any person wilfully neglecting to practise the oc-

-17 cupation of barber in such manner as is for the
18 sanitary interest of the public and within the
19 meaning of his examination and intent of this act.
20 Any person whose certificate has been so revoked
21 may, after the expiration of ninety days, apply to
22 have the same re-granted to him.

1 Section 11. All certificates of registration
2 granted by said board shall expire the first day
3 of January, following the issue of said certificate
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4 and each and every succeeding year. All holders
5 of the same shall make application -within thirty
6 days after the expiration of their respective cer-
-7 tificate for the renewal of the same, stating the
8 number of certificate and shall in each case pay
9 to the treasurer of said board the fee of one dollar.

1 Section 12. The board of examiners shall
2 furnish to each person to whom a certificate of
3 registration or permit is issued, a certificate or
4 permit in such form as it shall adopt, bearing the
5 seal of the board and the signature of its president
6 and secretary, and it shall be the duty of the
7 holder of the same to post it in a conspicuous
8 place in front of his working chair where it may
9 be readily seen by all persons whom he may serve.

10 Said board shall keep a register in which shall be
11 entered the names of all persons to whom certifi-
-12 cates are granted and to whom permits are issued
13 for serving apprenticeship, or as students, under
14 this act, and said register shall, at all times, be
15 open to public inspection.

1 Section 13. Any person practising the occu-
-2 pation of barber without a certificate of registra-
-3 tion or practising an apprenticeship or study
4 without a permit as provided in this act, or any
5 person wilfully employing a person who has not
6 such a certificate or permit, unexpired, as pro-
-7 vided for in this act, or any person failing to keep
8 said certificate or permit properly displayed, or
9 any person failing to comply with such sanitary
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10 rules as the board in conjunction with the state
11 board of health may prescribe, or for the violation
12 of any of the provisions of this act, shall be guilty
13 of a misdemeanor, and the board shall proceed
11 against all such persons, and upon conviction
15 thereof they shall be punished by a fine of not
16 less than ten dollars or more than one hundred
17 dollars, or by imprisonment in the county jail for
18 not less than ten days or more than ninety days.
1!) Prosecution under this act shall be begun and
20 carried on in the same manner as other prosecu-
-21 tions for misdemeanors in this state.

1 Section 14. This act is ordered to take im-
-2 mediate effect upon its approval.




