
HOUSE No. 975.

[Bill accompanying the petition of James J. Mellen, and another, for
legislation to provide for submitting to the voters of the city of Boston
certain questions relative to municipal ownership of public utilities and
municipal fuel yards. Cities. Feb. 6.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
To provide for submitting to the Voters of the City

of Boston Certain Questions Relative to Municipal
Ownership of Certain Franchises and the Estab-
lishment of Municipal Fuel Yards.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It shall be the duty of the election
2 commissioners of the city of Boston, as a part of
3 their preparation for the municipal election to be
4 held in December of the year nineteen hundred
5 and three, to prepare a separate ballot which shall
G contain the three following questions. The first
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7 question upon such ballot shall be, “ Do you favor
8 a policy of public ownership of municipal trans-
-9 portation lines?” The second question shall be,

10 “Do you favor a policy of public ownership of
11 municipal gas and electric lighting plants?” The
12 third question shall be, “ Do you favor the estab-
-13 lishment of municipal fuel yards?” After each
14 of these questions there shall be indicated a space
15 to be marked for an affirmative vote and a space
16 to he marked for a negative vote.

1 Section 2. In case a majority of all the votes
2 cast in such election, upon either of the three
3 propositions, shall appear to have been in the
4 affirmative, it shall be the duty of the mayor of
5 the city of Boston, not later than sixty days after
6 the date of such election, to appoint a non-partisan
7 commission of five citizens, each of whom shall
8 have signified to the mayor that he is not hostile
9 to the principle of municipal ownership of public

10 franchises nor to the establishment of municipal
11 fuel yards. Such commission shall proceed to an

12 investigation of ways and means for carrying out
13 the affirmative will of the voters, as expressed at
14 the polls. As a part of its investigation it shall
15 hold at least two public hearings upon each of the
16 two questions which shall have received a

17 majority of affirmative votes, and it shall take
18 under consideration, as a part of its investigation,
19 all proper legislative or executive steps, whether to
20 be taken by the state government or by the
21 government of the city ofBoston.
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1 Section 3. Such commission at the conclusion
2 of its investigation, and at a time not later than
3 six months after the date of their appointment by
-f the mayor, shall submit to the mayor, and simul-
-5 taueously to the public, a report of its investiga-
-6 tion, and of the ways and means which, as a result
7 of such investigation, they recommend.

1 Section 4. The members of such commission
2 shall serve without remuneration, but an amount
3 not to exceed ten thousand dollars may be appro-
-4 priated by the city of Boston to defray their proper
5 clerical and other expenses.

2 passage.
1 Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its




