
HOUSE .... . No. 1023.
[Bill accompanying the petition of Frederick Deitrick and others for

legislation to establish a state pension system. Probate and Chancery.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
To provide for State Pensions for the Aged and Infirm.
Be it enacted by the SenaU
General Court assembled.

same, as follows

voter who has reached the age
been a citizen of the state for
ten of which have been con-

1 Section 1. Any male
2 of sixty-five years and has
3 thirty-five years, the last
4 tinuous, and has no means of support, and is incapacitated
5 for labor, and who has no wife or child able to support
6 him, shall be entitled to receive from the treasury of the
7 Commonwealth an annual pension of seventy-two dollars,
8 so long as the conditions just stated exist: provided,
9 that a majority of the board of aldermen of the city or

10 a majority of the selectmen of the town in which the
11 applicant for a pension resides certify under the
12 board, hereinafter provided for, that the applicant has
13 never been convicted of a felony and is entitled to a
14 pension as aforesaid; and provided, also, that the appli-
-15 cation shall be approved by the board hereinafter pro-
-16 vided for.

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Commcmujcaltl) of illaosacljuoctts.
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board, to consist of three members who shall be ap'
3 pointed and may be removed by the governor, whose
4 terms of office shall be three years, and who shall receive
5 a salary of twenty-five hundred dollars per annum each.
6 The said board shall receive and pass upon the certificates
7 made by aldermen or selectmen as hereinbefore provided;
8 and if they approve the application so certified by the
9 aldermen or selectmen, the applicant shall thereupon be

10 entitled to a pension as hereinbefore provided. Their
11 approval shall be a nece
12 of a pension as aforesaid

ary condition to the allowance
They shall make such investi-

13 gation of the circumstances of each case as they may deem
14 necessary or expedient.

1 Section 3. The board of aldermen of a city or the
2 selectmen of a town and the said pension commissioners
3 may require the assistance of the state police, or of the
4 state board of charity, or of the overseers of the poor of
5 the city or town concerned, in making investigations as
6 to the right of any person to receive a pension under the
7 provisions of this act.

1 Section 4. The said pension shall be paid quarterly
2 in such manner as the treasurer of the Commonwealth
3 may deem best; and the amount necessary to pay the
4 same shall be added to the state tax levy, and it shall
5 be assessed upon the cities and towns of the Common-
-6 wealth in proportion to their valuation.

1 Section 5. This act shall take effect, so far as respects
2 the appointment of the said commissioners, upon its pas-
-3 sage ; and shall take full effect thirty days thereafter.

1 Section 2. There is hereby created a state pension


