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Executive Department

The Honorable Senate and House of Eepresentati

I return herewith an act entitled “ An Act to Authorize
the Fitchburg and Leominster Street Railway Company to
act as a Common Carrier between the Town of Lunenburg

and the City of Fitchburg ”, with my objections thereto in
writing.

I do not object to street railways acting as common
carriers of parcels, baggage, and certain classes of freight
whenever the public convenience may be promoted thereby,
but I am opposed to the unnecessary multiplication of special
acts granting special privileges and call to your attention the
fact that nine special bills of this character were enacted last
year, that since 1890 seventy such bills have become law,
and that many petitions for similar special legislation are
pending at the present time. This indicates not the neces-
sity for further special acts but for a general law that shall
cover all such cases, and render special acts unnecessary.

Recognizing that the local authorities are best qualified
to determine whether or not the conditions in their respective

communities require the granting of such privileges, and
also that outside of the local considerations involved, ther(

are involved the rights of the general public, 1 suggest that
a general law giving street railway corporations the rights
in question whenever they have obtained the consent of the
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,il authorities, together with the approval of the Board of
Railroad Commissioners after a public notice and hearing,
would provide for all cases of this kind, and in such a manner
as to do equal justice and protect all interests.

I further desire to direct your attention to the fact that
my suggestion is in entire harmony with House Rule No.
30, Senate Rule No. 16, and Joint Rule No. 7, all of which
make it the duty of a committee, whenever the object of an
application can be secured without detriment to the public
interests by a general law, to report such general law in-
tend of a special law.

For the above reasons I return this bill without my

approval.
JOHN L. BATES.


