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[lntroduced on leave by Mr. Jewett of Worcester; 12th JointRule sus-
pended and referred to Fisheries and Game. March 10.]

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
Relative to the Preservation of Deer.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Whoever, before the first clay of
2 November in the year nineteen hundred and
3 eight, hunts, chases or kills a deer, except his
4 own tame deer kept on his own grounds, shall
5 forfeit for every such offence one hundred dollars.

1 Section 2. Whoever suffers loss by the eat-
-2 ing, browsing or trampling of his fruit or orna-
-3 mental trees, vegetables, produce or crops by
4 deer may, if the damage is done in a city, inform
5 the officer of police of said city who shall be
6 designated to receive such information by the
7 mayor, and if the damage is done in a town, may
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8 inform the chairman of the selectmen of the town
9 wherein the damage was done, who shall proceed

10 to the premises where the damage was done and
11 determine whether the same was inflicted by
12 deer, and if so, appraise the amount thereof if it
IB does not exceed twenty dollars. If, in the
14 opinion of said officer of police or chairman, the
15 amount of said damage exceeds twenty dollars,
16 he shall appoint two disinterested persons, who,
17 with himself, shall appraise under oath the
18 amount thereof. The said officer of police or
19 chairman shall return a certificate of the damages
20 found, except in the county of Suffolk, to the
21 treasurer of the county in which the damage is
22 done, within ten days after such appraisal is
2B made. The treasurer shall thereupon submit the
24 same to the county commissioners, who, within
25 thirty days, shall examine all such bills, and if
26 any doubt exists, may summon the appraisers and
27 all parties interested and make such examination
28 as they may think proper, and shall issue an

29 order upon the treasurer and receiver-general
30 of the Commonwealth for all or any part thereof,
31 who shall pay all orders drawn upon him for the
32 above purpose in full on or after the first day of
33 July in each year. The appraisers shall receive
34 from the county, —or in the county of Suffolk,
35 from the city or town treasurer, one dollar each
36 for every such examination made by them, and
37 the officer or the chairman of selectmen acting in
38 the case shall receive twenty cents a mile, one
39 way, for his necessary travel.


