
SENATE . . . . No. 333.
[Senate, No. 333. Substituted by amendment for the Senate report of 

the joint committee on the Judiciary, leave to withdraw, on the peti
tion of Henry H. Carter and others.]

iHommomucaltl) of iHassacljusctts,
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Three.

AN ACT
To provide for Settlement by Arbitration of Contro

versies arising under Contracts to which the 
Commonwealth or a City or Town is a Party.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the 
same, as follows :
1 S ection 1. Whenever a controversy arises
2 between the parties to any contract to which the
3 Commonwealth, or a city or town therein, or any
4 board or officer of the Commonwealth or of a city
5 or town therein is a party, respecting the amount
6 or value of any labor performed or material fur-
7 nished, or respecting the fulfilment by the con-
8 tractor of such contract, such amount, value or



2 SETTLEMENT BY ARBITRATION. [Apr. 1903.
9 the question of such fulfilment shall be deter-

10 mined by three competent disinterested referees,
11 one to be appointed by each of the parties to the
12 contract, and one by the two thus chosen. The
13 award in writing of a majority thereof shall be
14 final and binding upon the parties to the contract,
15 as to the amount of loss or damage, and as to
16 whether or not the contract has been fulfilled, and
17 such reference shall be a condition precedent to
18 any right of action at law or in equity to recover
19 damages. Each of said parties shall pay such
20 proportional part of the expense of such reference
21 as may be determined by the referees.
22 !No such reference shall be made unless claim
23 by either party be made in writing within thirty
24 days after the controversy arises, nor shall any
25 referee be appointed or any determination be
26 made until after work has ceased under the con-
27 tract.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


