
HOUSE No. 356.

Bill accompanying the petition of A. N. Frost for legislation to pro-
vide for direct nomination of candidates for elective offices in counties.
Election Laws. January 26.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four,

An ACT
To provide for Direct Nomination of Candidates tor

County Elective Offices.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. In caucuses of political parties
2 a nomination of candidates for county elective
3 offices shall be made by direct plurality vote.
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1 Section 2. Where nomination papers for can-
-2 didates are required by law, such papers shall, for
3 nominations under this act, be signed by a number
4 of voters equal in the aggregate to not less than
5 five for each ward and town in the county, who
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G shall bo members of the political party making
7 such nomination.

1 Section 3. Returns of all caucuses of politi-
-2 cal parties, at which are made any direct nomina-
-3 tions for county elective offices, shall be made
4 according to the provisions of section one hun-
-5 dred and twenty-four of chapter eleven of the
6 Revised Laws. In Boston the election coramis-
-7 sioners and in other cities and towns the registrars
8 of voters shall canvass said returns and determine
9 the result thereof. Recounts of ballots shall be

10 made as provided in section one hundred twenty-
-11 six of said chapter; or in Boston the election com-
-12 missioners shall file in the office of the secretary
13 of the Commonwealth, after the manner and within
14 the time required by law for filing certificates of
15 nomination, copies of the record of votes for such
16 candidates, and the secretary shall canvass them
17 and determine the result thereof.

1 Section 4. The several city and town com-
-2 mittees of the various counties shall annually
3 during the month of December, or as soon there-
-4 after as called together, elect one person from
5 such city or town, and the whole number so

6 chosen shall constitute the county committee for
7 the ensuing year.

1 Section 5. In the .event of a tie vote for any
2 candidate of a political party nominated directly
3 for a county elective office there shall be deemed
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4 to be a vacancy, and the county committee
5 through its chairman and secretary shall call
6 caucuses within fifteen days after such vacancy
7 exists to nominate a candidate for said office, but
8 no person shall be eligible except the parties be-
-9 tween whom the tie exists. The several city and

10 town committees shall be notified at least eight
11 days before the date of said caucuses.

1 Section 6. All provisions of law relative to
2 caucuses of political parties shall, so far as they
3 are applicable, and not inconsistent with the pro-
-4 visions of this act, apply to caucuses at which di-
-5 rect nominations are made as herein provided.




