
HOUSE No. 420.

Bill accompanying the petition of Edward H. O’Brien for legislation
relative to the penalty for drunkenness. Probate and Chancery.
January 27.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

An ACT
Relative to the Penalty for Drunkenness.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the

as follows

1 Section 1. Section thirty-nine of chapter two
2 hundred and twelve of the Revised Laws is here-
-3 by amended by striking out, in the fourth and
d eighth lines, the words “one year,” and inserting
5 in place thereof in each case the words: six
G months, —so as to read as follows:
7 Section 39. If a male is convicted of drunken-
8 ness by the voluntary use of intoxicating liquor,
9 he may be punished by imprisonment in jail or in

10 any place provided by law for common drunkards
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11 for not more than six months; or by imprison-
-12 ment in the Massachusetts reformatory, as pro-
-13 vided in section twenty-nine of chapter two
14 hundred and twenty. If a female is so con-

-15 victed, she may be punished by imprisonment in
16 jail or in any place provided by law for common
17 drunkards for not more than six months or in
18 the reformatory prison for women for not more

19 than two years. If the person so convicted shall
20 satisfy the court or trial justice, by his own state-
-21 ment or otherwise, that he has not been arrested for
22 drunkenness twice before within the preceding
23 twelve months, or that, having been so arrested,
24 he has been tried and acquitted in one of the
25 cases, his case may be placed on file, or he may
26 be punished by a fine of not more than fifteen
27 dollars, and upon non-payment thereof he shall
28 be committed to the jail, or house of correction,
29 or to the workhouse, if there is any which has a

30 criminal department in the city or town in which
31 the offence was committed, until the fine is paid,
32 but not more than thirty days. If a male is con-
-33 victed of drunkenness three times within twelve
34 months he may be sentenced to the Massachusetts
35 reformatory.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.


