
HOUSE No. 777

Bill accompanying the petition of John N. Cole for legislation to pro-
vide for the appointment of a committee to consider the matter of tele-
phone and telegraph service. Mercantile Affairs. February 2.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Four.

An ACT
To provide for the Appointment of a Committee to consider

the Matter of Telephone and Telegraph Service in the
Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate

in General Court assembled,
and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same, as follows

Commcmwcaitl) of iUassacljusctts

1 Section 1. The governor of the Commonwealth,
2 with the advice and consent of the council, shall, within
3 thirty days after the passage of this act, appoint a com-
4 rnittee of three persons, citizens of the Commonwealth,

ne of whom he shall designate as chairman, to be known
6 as the committee on telephone and telegraph service.

Section 2. The said committee shall consider the
natter of the public service rendered by telephone and
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Section 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage.1

TELEPHONE, ETC., SERVICE. [Feb. 1904.

telegraph companies, and in what way and to what ex-
tent it can be improved, or its eost to the public lessened.
They shall consider the matter of state and municipal
ownership, of legislative regulation of rates, and of pay-
ments for public franchises as recommended by the gov-
ernor in his address to the general court in the year
nineteen hundred and three.

Section 3. Said committee shall hold such public
hearings as it may deem necessary, and it shall be pro-
vided with suitable quarters by the sergeant-at-arms, in
the state house or elsewhere. It may employ experts
and all necessary clerical and other assistance, and may
incur such reasonable expenses for travel or otherwise as
may be authorized by the governor and council. The
compensation'of the members of the committee shall be
fixed 1)y the governor and council.

Section 4. The committee shall report to the gen-
eral court on or before the second Wednesday in Janu-
ary in the year nineteen hundred and five, and if it
recommends any legislation it shall accompany its report
with drafts of such bills as would be suitable to carry the
recommendations into effect. The powers of the com-
mittee shall terminate on the said second Wednesday

f January.


