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Executive Department

The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

I return herewith with my objections in writing an act
entitled “ An Act to Authorize the City of Fall River to
Incur indebtedness for Street Paving Beyond its Debt
Limit.”

This is a special act. It is contrary to the general law
of the state, which limits the indebtedness of cities to two
and one-half per cent of their valuation. The object of
this general law, passed many years ago, was to prevent
a city from increasing its debt to such an extent as to
impair its credit or to burden its tax payers. Exceptions
should be allowed only when some public exigency
demands it.
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The bill herewith returned permits the city to borrow
$lOO,OOO outside the debt limit for paving purposes. The
paving of streets is in the nature of a temporary, and
not a permanent improvement. Every city recognizing
that there is more or less constant annual expense for
paving should meet such expense so far as possible out of
current income. When that is not possible, the paving
should certainly be provided for out of money borrowed
within, and not without the debt limit. The legislature
has in the past been so liberal in allowing Fall River to
borrow outside the limit that it had on the first of Janu-
ary a borrowing capacity of over $220,000 within the
limit. If such items of a city’s expense as paving are not
to be included within this limit, it is difficult to under-
stand what should be so included.

Over two dollars of the money raised by taxes on each
thousand of Fall River’s valuation was used last year to
pay interest on the debt of the city. lam unwilling to
sanction any further increase of this burden.

For the reasons then that this bill is objectionable
because it is special legislation, because it contravenes
the general law of the state, and because it is unneces-
sary, inasmuch as the city can without legislation borrow
the money inside of the debt limit, if it so pleases, I
return this bill without my signature.

JOHN L. BATES.


