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The Honorable Senate and House ofBejyresentatives:

I return herewith with my objections thereto in writing
an act entitled ‘ ‘ An Act to Authorize the City of Boston
to Widen and Improve Hampden Street.”

This bill allows the City of Boston to borrow $400,(100
outside the debt limit for the improvement of Hampden
Street in said city, and is open to all the objections sug-
gested in the matter of the act entitled ‘ ‘ An Act to Au-
thorize the City of Boston to Improve Centre Street,”
and also in the matter of an act entitled “ An Act to Au-
thorize the City of Boston to Improve Morton Street and
to Expend a Certain Sum of Money therefor,” which acts
I have recently felt compelled to return to your Honor-
able bodies without my approval. I beg to refer to the
messages accompanying said acts for a statement more at
length of my objections. In brief, they are that this is
not only special legislation, but legislation in violation of
the general law limiting the indebtedness of cities, that it
has been passed without any request from any one author-
ized to represent the city government of Boston, that it
is an invitation to the City Council of Boston to expend
a large sum of money and to largely increase the burden
of debt upon the city for a purpose which up to tfie present
time the City Council has not considered of suflicient con-
sequence to bring to the attention of the legislature. In
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conformity to the wise and conservative law of the Com-
monwealth limiting the indebtedness of cities, in the
interest of a prudent expenditure of the public funds,
and to the end that a city now carrying a large burden
of indebtedness may not have that burden unnecessarily
and improvidently increased, I feel compelled to withhold
my approval from this measure.

JOHN L. BATES.


