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The Honorable Senate and House of Representative
I return herewith, with my objections thereto in writ-

ing, an act entitled “ An Act to Provide for Evening
Sessions of Police, Municipal and District Courts for the
Purposes of Naturalization.”

This bill provides that evening sessions of Police, Dis-
trict and Municipal Courts shall be held for the purposes
of naturalization upon fifteen applications being filed
therefor.

This legislation apparently applies to all Police, Dis-
trict or Municipal Courts, although at the present time
there are eight such courts that do not have such juris-
diction under the statute.

If the bill be construed as applying only to those
Police, District or Municipal Courts which at the present
time have jurisdiction in the matter of naturalization, it
is still open to several serious objections.

I believe that it is better to leave the question of the
time of holding such sessions of the court to the discretion
of the judge, who is vested with that discretion at the
present time. He may, if for any reason he finds th
court unable to properly attend to the business in the day
time, hold evening sessions now, and as a matter of faction

there have been instances where such evening sessi
have been held. To take away his discretion and make
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it incumbent upon him, whether he find public necessity
therefor or not, seems to me unwise and likely to lead to
unnecessary expense to the public who must pay the Jus-
tice, Clerk and Officers of the court for such evening
sessions.

1 presume it is urged in support of this measure that it
is sometimes a hardship on poor men to leave their em-
ployment and attend the court in the day time in order to
become American citizens, but I am forced to the belief
that the bill is not so much in the interests of those to be
naturalized as in the interests of those who are looking
for their votes.

That naturalization frauds occur in times of political
excitement cannot be disputed. This bill increases the
opportunities and makes easier the perpetration of such
frauds under the cover of night.

Nor can I believe that the holding of evening sessions
of a court for the purpose of naturalizing those who have
come among us from foreign lands will tend to give to our
new citizens a high idea of the importance of the step that
they are taking. He who would enjoy the sacred privi-
lege of the ballot in this land of self-government, should
be willing, and I believe is willing to devote the few
hours in the day time that are now required to vest him
with that right. The bill undervalues American citizen-
ship.

JOHN L. BATES.


