
HOUSE No. 30.

Bill accompanying the petition of Katherine Lent Stevenson and an-
other for legislation relative to designating the ingredients of patent
and proprietary medicines. Public Health. January 9.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five

AN ACT
To provide that the Ingredients of Patent or Proprietary

Medicines shall be stated on Packages or Other Recepta-
cles thereof prepared for Sale.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows

1 Section 1. On and after no
2 patent or proprietary medicine, no beverage or tonic
3 compounded of various materials recommended for cura-
-4 tive purposes by advertising or other mode of publicity,
5 no tonic, bitters, ginger compound, soothing syrup or
6 other curative mixture, no medicated soap, hair wash,
7 face powder, or other compound by which it is proposed
8 to promote the growth of hair, to color the hair, to re-
-9 move freckles and pimples, to improve the complexion,

of iftassadjusctts.
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10 and other compounds of like kind shall be sold within
11 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, unless every pack-
-12 age, parcel, case, paper, bottle or other receptacle shall
13 have inscribed, stamped or printed upon it in type or
14 other stamp approved by the state board of health, the
15 exact formula by which such compound is made, giving
16 the proportion, weight or quantity of each and all ingre-
-17 dients.
18 The penalty for each infraction of this act shall be a
19 fine of fifty cents on each separate parcel or package
20 sold, to be assessed on each separate parcel which may
21 be contained in a case, barrel or wholesale package.

1 Section 2, On the complaint of any person it shall
2 be the duty of the district police to investigate the case
3 and to make a report to the state board of health, by
4 whom prosecutions may be instituted, or to any magis-
-5 trate having jurisdiction in similar cases.


