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Bill accompanying the petition of Kendall S. Norwood and others for
egislation relative to the tenure of office of chief engineers and mem-
ers of fire departments. Cities. January 24.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five

AN ACT
To provide for Tenure of Office during Good Be-

havior of Chief Engineers and Members of the
Fire Departments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
In General. Court assembled, and by the authority of the
\ame , as follows:

1 Section 1. The chief engineers and members
2 of the fire departments in all the cities and towns
3 of the Commonwealth, who are or may hereafter
4 be appointed or elected, shall hold their office
5 during good behavior: provided, nevertheless, the
6 mayor of any city with the consent of the con-
-7 firming power, the board of fire commissioners or
8 fire commissioner when such are the appointing
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9 power, or the creating boards in towns, may
10 remove the chief engineer of the fire department
11 of such city or town for cause and for reasons
12 specifically given in writing by the officer or
13 board ordering the removal.

1 Section 2. The person sought to be removed
2 shall have notice, and be furnished with a copy of
3 the reasons required to be given in section one,
4 and shall be allowed seven days for personally
5 answering the same at a public hearing which
6 shall be granted by the officer or board ordering
7 the removal.

1 Section 3. Every other person holding office
2 or employment in the fire department in any city
3 or town of the Commonwealth, shall hold such
4 office or employment and shall not be removed
5 therefrom, lowered in rank or compensation, or,
6 without his consent, transferred from such office
7 or employment to any other except for just cause
8 and for reasons specifically given in writing.

1 Section 4. ‘ The person sought to be removed,
2 suspended, lowered or transferred shall be notified
3 of the proposed action and shall be furnished with
4 a copy of the reasons required to be given by
5 section three, and shall, if he so requests in writ-
-6 ing, be given a public hearing within seven days
7 and be allowed to answer the charges preferred
8 against him either personally or by counsel. A

9 copy of such reasons, notice and answer and of
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10 the order of removal, suspension or transfer shall
11 be made a matter of public record.

1 Section 5. All acts or parts of acts inconsist-
-2 ent with the provisions of this act are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 6. This act shall take etfect upon its
2 passage.




