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Bill accompanying the petition of William T, Sedgwich for legisla-
ion to provide for the protection of streets and property owners againsttr

tthe encroachments of high buildings upon light and air. Cities. Janu-
ry 26.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five

AN ACT
To provide for the Protection of the Public Health and of

Streets and Property Owners against the Encroachments
of High Buildings upon Light and Air.

ted by the Senate and House of Representative
General Court assembled, and by the authority of thei

tame, as follow

1 Section 1. The following restrictions shall apply to
2 all buildings hereafter erected or altered in the state of
3 Massachusetts outside of the city of Boston, with the

4 exception of grain elevators, coal elevators, standpipes,
ater tanks, sugar refineries and buildings located more

than fifty feet from any public way, street, park ox
adjoining property line.
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Section 2. No part of any such building, save the
exceptions enumerated in section four, shall be erected
to a height above the grade of the street nearest to and
opposite such part exceeding one and one-quarter times
the least horizontal distance of such part from the farther
side of said street: provided, however, that no part ofside of said street: provided, h
any such building, save the ex(

section four, shall be erected to
hundred feet above the grade of
such part. But in the case of a 1

exceptions enumerated in
to a height exceeding one
of the lot vertically below

' a building having a corner
frontage upon two or more streets ot unequal width, the
limitation of height first above described shall be made
as if all of said streets were of a width equal to that of
the widest of them.

Section 3. In the application of this act, all streets
of less width than forty feet shall be considered as of a
width of forty feet, and all streets or portions of streets
upon which buildings may be erected upon one side only
shall be considered as ot a width of eighty feet.

The term “ street,” as used in section two of this act,
shall not apply to any private way, nor to any public
way for the use of foot passengers only, nor to any pub-
lic way constructed and used principally as a means of
access to the rear entrances of the buildings built
upon it.

Section 4. The limitations of height above described
shall not apply to steeples, towers, domes, cupolas, bel-
fries or statuary, not used for purposes of habitation;
nor to chimneys, open balustrades, skylights, ventila-
tors, flagstafis, railings, weather-vanes, soil-pipes, steam-
exhausts, signs, roof houses not exceeding twelve feet
square or twelve feet high, nor to other similar construe-
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8 tions such as are usually erected above the roof line of
9 buildings.

1 Section 5. The supremejudicial court or the superior
2 court shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the pro-
-3 visions of this act and to restrain the violation thereof.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passag




