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House of Representatives, March 28, 1905

The jointcommittee on the Judiciary, to whomwere referred
so much of the Governor’s address (Pub. Doc. No. 1) as
relates to penal laws, and the petition (with accompanying
bill, House, No. 570) of William E. Hickey for legislation
to provide for the release of defendants convicted of mis-
demeanors upon pei’sonal recognizance and the granting of
time within which to pay fines, report, in part, on the
former, the accompanying bill.

For the c inuttee

Mr. Taft of Worcester, Mr. Wooden of Springfield and
Mr. Evans of Everett, dissent.nt

Commonmcnlth of Massachusetts.

CHARLES S. DAYI



SUSPENSION OF SENTENCES [Mar.-9

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five,

AN ACT
To authorize the Suspension of Sentences by the

Courts in Certain Instances.
Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follotvs:

1 Section 1. Section one of chapter two hun-
-2 dred and twenty of the Revised Laws is hereby
3 amended by striking out all of said section and
4 inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Section 1. When a person convicted before a

6 municipal, police or district court is sentenced to
7 imprisonment, or to pay a fine and to stand com-

-8 mitted until the same is paid, the court may direct
9 that the execution of said sentence be suspended,

10 and that he be placed on probation for such time
11 and on such terras and conditions as it shall fix.
12 In case the sentence is to pay a fine not exceed-
-13 ing ten dollars, and to stand committed until the
14 same is paid, if the court, upon immediate in-
-15 quiry, finds that the defendant is unable to pay
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16 the fine when it is imposed, and will not probably
17 default, and that it will not be detrimental to the
18 interests of the public, the execution of the sen-
-19 tence shall be so suspended and he shall be placed
20 on probation. When the execution of a sentence
21 to pay a fine has been suspended as aforesaid,
22 one of the conditions of the probation shall be
28 that the fine shall be paid during the period of
24 probation. Said fine shall be so paid to the
25 probation officer, whereupon the order of com-

-26 mitment shall be void. Said probation officer
27 shall give a receipt for every fine so paid, shall
28 keep a record of the same, shall pay the fine to
29 the clerk of the court at its next session, and
30 shall keep on file the clerk’s receipt therefor. If
31 at the end of said period the probation officer
32 shall report to the court that the fine is unpaid,
38 and that in his opinion the person is unable to
34 pay the same, the court may either extend said
35 period, place the case on file or revoke the sus-
-36 pension of the execution of the sentence.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on the
2 first day of July next.




