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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Herewith is transmitted for your information and action
a letter from Fitzhugh Lee, relative to the celebration of
the three hundredth anniversary of the permanent settle-
ment of the English-speaking people on this continent.

WILLIAM L. DOUGLAS.

Parker House, Boston, April 21, 1905,

To His Excellency W. L. Douglas, Governor Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Sir :I am President of the Jamestown Company,
chartered by the State of Virginia for the purpose of
celebrating the first permanent settlement of the English-
speaking people on this continent. This celebration has
been nationalized by an act
of the United States has 1
proclaim to the people of
eign nations, that the three

if Congress, and the President
ien authorized by said act to
his country, as well as to for-
hundredth anniversary of the

greatest event in American history will be duly commemo-
rated on the waters of Hampton Roads and the lands
adjacent, beginning May 13, 1907, and ending the first of
November the same year. On the 29th of March, 1905,
President Roosevelt made proclamation of said celebra-
tion. Of course this is not a Virginia commemoration,
but one in which every State of the United States is
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equally interested, for the whole country as at present
shown on the map is the result of the permanency of this
settlement on James River. The act of Congress wras
passed so late only a few of the States have been visited,
the legislatures of most of them having adjourned. So
far all the States which have been approached have de-
cided to participate with Virginia in making this event
worthy of the great object it proposes to commemorate.
These States are Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina,
Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
and New York. The object of my visit here is to ask in
the name of Virginia the participation of the great State
of Massachusetts, for had it not been for the Jamestown
settlement, probably there would have been no landing
at the time and place in Massachusetts of the Pilgrim
fathers.

We ask that your State make an appropriation to erect
a suitable building upon the grounds overlooking the sea
where the people could assemble and meet and greet the
citizens of other States, and also to make such exhibit of
the State products there as may be decided upon.

I have the honor to ask 1 be permitted to explain
briefly to a joint meeting of both houses of your Legisla-
ture, at such hour and upon such a day as may be agree-
able to them, the object and purpose of said celebration.
This course has been pursued in the other States I have
visited.

1 am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

FITZHUGH LEE


