
HOIjiSE No. 1268.

House of Representatives, May 8, 1905

The committee on Prisons and Public Charitable Institu-
tions, sitting jointly, to whom was referred the message
from the Governor relative to the crowded condition of the
State Prison and recommending the acquisition of Nasha-
wena Island as a site for a new prison and a leper hospital
(House, No. 1178), report the accompanying bill.

For the committee

MATTHEW McCANN.

Mr. Norcross of Monson
of the House, dissents.

of the committee of Prisons,

House of Representatives, May 17, 1905

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the bill to provide for the establishment of a branch State
prison and a hospital for lepers on Nashawena Island (House,
No. 1246), report that the same ought to pass in a new draft
herewith submitted.

For the committee

REGINALD L. ROBBINS

Messrs. Ward of Buckland, Walker of Brookline, An
drews of Holyoke, Yinal of Somerville, and White of
Edgartown, dissent.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five.

AN ACT
To provide for the establishment of a Branch State

Prison and a Hospital for Lepers on Nashawena
Island.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows;

1 Section 1. The governor and council are
2 hereby authorized to purchase or otherwise take
3 in fee for the purposes described in this act all
4 the land comprised in the island of Nashawena,
5 situated in Buzzard’s bay and within the pre-
-6 cincts of the town of Gosnold if they deem the
7 same suitable for the purposes of this act as here-
-8 inafter set forth; and in their discretion they may
9 expend from the industries fund hereinafter

10 named such sums as may be needed to make spe-
ll cial tests and investigations as to water supply
12 and other features of the island preliminary to
13 said taking.
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1 Section 2. When the island has been so
2 taken, the governor and council shall cause to be
3 filed in the registry of deeds for the county of
4 Dukes county a description of all the land cora-
-5 prised in said island as certain as is required in
6 an ordinary conveyance of land, with a statement
7 signed by the governor that the island is taken
8 on behalf of the Commonwealth for public use
9 as described in this act. The filing of such de-

10 scription and statement shall be sufficient notice
11 to all persons that the said island is so taken;
12 and the title to said island shall then vest in the
18 Commonwealth.

1 Section 3. The governor and council shall
2 have full power to settle by agreement or arbi-
-3 tration the amount to be paid to any person on
4 account of said taking, and if the amount is not
5 settled in the manner aforesaid the governor and
6 council shall, within sixty days from the date of
7 such taking, appraise the value of every unsettled
8 interest in said island, as far as can be ascertained,
9 and shall file a statement of their findings with the

10 auditor of the Commonwealth. The auditor shall
11 then, upon the application of the person whose
12 interest is so appraised, certify the amount awarded
13 to said person by said findings, and a warrant
14 shall be drawn for the payment of such amount
15 from the treasury of the Commonwealth. The
16 acceptance of such payment shall be deemed an

17 acknowledgment of full satisfaction. Any per-
-18 son dissatisfied with said findings may, upon appli-
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19 cation within one year from the date of said taking,
20 have his damages assessed by a jury in the man-
-21 ner provided by law in case of taking land for
22 highways; but no such application shall be made
23 after the expiration of one year.

1 Section 4. When the said island has been
2 acquired as herein provided, the prison commis-
-8 sioners, with the approval of the governor and
4 council, shall cause to be erected thereon suitable
5 buildings for the imprisonment of not less than
6 one hundred prisoners and for the accommodation
7 of the officers needed to guard said prisoners.
8 When said buildings are ready for occupancy the
9 governor shall issue his proclamation establishing

10 on said island a branch state prison. The prison
11 commissioners shall then appoint a superintendent
12 of said branch prison who shall hold office at their
18 pleasure and who shall have the custody of all
14 prisoners removed thereto, and he shall appoint
15 such assistants as are needed, who shall hold
16 office at his pleasure. All persons employed in
17 said branch prison shall receive such compensa-
-18 tion as the prison commissioners may establish,
19 with the approval of the governor.

1 Section 5. The prison commissioners may
2 remove prisoners from the state prison to the said
3 branch prison, and every prisoner so removed
4 shall be subject to all the laws that now apply
5 to prisoners in the state prison in Boston and
6 shall serve in the said branch prison according to
7 the original terms of his sentence.
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1 Section 6. Every order for the removal of a
2 prisoner under this act shall be signed by the
3 secretary of the board of prison commissioners
4 and may be served by any officer of the state
5 prison or by any officer authorized to serve
6 criminal process. A prisoner who makes an

7 escape while being conveyed to said branch
8 prison may be sentenced as for an escape from
9 the state prison.

1 Section 7. The expense of purchasing the
2 island as herein authorized, and of providing the
3 buildings named in section four, shall be paid out
4 of what is known as the “prison industries
5 funds,” that is to say, the funds accumulated
6 from the industries maintained in the state prison,
7 the Massachusetts reformatory, the reformatory
8 prison for women, and the state farm.

1 Section 8. Under the direction of the board of
2 charity, and with the approval of the governor and
3 council, as soon as may be after the said island of
4 Uashawena is acquired by the Commonwealth,
5 there may be established on a secluded part of
6 said island a hospital for the confinement and
7 treatment of persons afflicted with leprosy. The
8 premises occupied by said hospital shall bo separ-
-9 ated from the other parts of the island by a suf-

10 ficient barrier, and no building to be occupied by

11 prisoners shall be erected within one mile of said

12 hospital.

1 Section 9. The governor and council are
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2 hereby authorized, after the taking of said island,
3 to negotiate a sale of the premises now occupied
4 by tbe state prison in Boston and to make all
5 needed agreements to that end. In making such
6 sale it shall be stipulated that the state prison may
7 continue to occupy such parts of the premises as
8 are needed for the safe-keeking of prisoners until
9 sufficient accommodations are provided for them

10 in the new buildings herein authorized. When
11 an agreement for such sale is concluded the treas-
12 urer and receiver general is hereby authorized,
13 with tbe approval of the governor and council, to
14 issue scrip or certificates of indebtedness to an
15 amount not exceeding the price agreed upon from
16 the sale of the old state prison in Boston, for a

17 term not less than five years nor more than twenty

18 years: 'provided, however, that scrip issued for a
19 longer term than five years shall be redeemable
20 at any time after the expiration of five years at
21 the option of the state. Such scrip or certificates
22 of indebtedness shall be issued as registered
23 bonds and shall bear interest at a rate not ex

24 ceeding four per cent, per annum, payable sem-

25 annually on the first days of May and November.
26 They shall be designated on the face thereof
27 as the Prisons and Hospitals Loan, shall be
28 countersigned by the governor, and shall be
29 deemed a pledge of the faith and credit of
30 the Commonwealth, and the principal and in-
31 terest thereof shall be paid in gold coin of
32 the United States or its equivalent. Such scrip
33 or certificates of indebtedness shall be disposed
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34 of at public auction, or in such other manner
35 or at such times and prices and in such amounts,
36 and shall bear such rates of interest not exceeding
37 four per centum per annum, as shall be deemed
38 for the best interests of the Commonwealth; but
39 none of the same shall be sold at less than par
40 value. Such sums of money as shall be received
41 into the treasury of the Commonwealth from time
42 to time by the sale of the old prison shall be used
43 for the redemption of the scrip provided for in
44 this section, but the interest shall be paid out of
45 the “prison industries funds,” and the net accu-
-46 mulations of the “prison industries funds” are

47 hereby appropriated for the purposes of this act.

1 Section 10. When an agreement for the sale
2 of the old state prison has been secured as herein
3 provided, the prison commissioners shall cause to
4 be erected on said island buildings for the secure
5 imprisonment of all prisoners in the state prison,
6 together with suitable offices and departments
7 and proper houses for the accommodation of the
8 officers and their families. Subject to the ap-
-9 proval of the governor and council, the prison

10 commissioners shall have authority to appoint all
11 needed agents to carry out the purposes of this
12 section. All plans for said buildings shall be
13 approved by the governor and council. Xo ex-

-14 pense shall be incurred at any time beyond the
15 amount that may be available from the proceeds
16 of the sale of the old prison and from the accu-

-17 mulation from the prison industries funds herein
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18 named. The total expenditure on account of
19 providing all the buildings herein named shall
20 not exceed the sum of eight hundred thousand
21 dollars.

1 Section 11. From time to time as the build-
-2 ings are ready for occupancy the prison commis-
-3 sioners may remove prisoners thereto as provided
4 in section five, and when all the prisoners are so
5 removed, the state prison at Boston shall cease to
6 exist, and the warden of the state prison shall
7 assume charge of the new state prison at Gosnold.
8 The prison commissioners shall give reasonable
9 notice to the justices of the superior court of the

10 final removal of prisoners as herein provided; and
11 after such notice all sentences to the state prison
12 shall be to the state prison in Gosnold.

1 Section 12. This act shall take effect upon
2 its passage.


