
HOUSE ISTo. 1285.

Introduced on leave by Mr. Skerrett of Worcester

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five

RESOLVE

To provide for the Appointment of a Commission to inves-
tigate the Operation of the Laws relative to Institutions
for the Insane and the Commitment and Care of Insane
Persons.

1 Resolved, That the governor, with the advice and
2 the consent of the council, appoint a commission, to
3 consist of five members, one of whom shall be the secre
4 tary of the state board of insanity, the other four not t(

5 be members of the state board of insanity or officials of
6 state institutions for the insane, to consider during the

7 recess of the general court the expediency of revising
and amending the laws pertaining to the commitment

9 to and care of persons in state institutions for the in-
-10 sane, and to recommend such legislation as will better

11 protect the interests of the public; also the expediency
12 of legislation more effectively to regulate the employ
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13 ment of help in such institutions and more effectively to
14 regulate the duties ot the boards ol trustees of such in-
-15 stitutions, it such regulation be deemed necessary for
16 the protection of the public interests ; and also to inves-
-17 tigate causes of escape of patients from state institutions
18 for the insane, and to report to the next general court
19 what measures, if any, should be taken by the general
20 court or by any board or officer of the Commonwealth
21 to bring about an adjustment of existing laws so as to
22 still better protect the interests of the public. Said
23 commission shall be furnished with a room in the state
24 house, shall have leave to employ a stenographer, may
25 send for persons and papers, and shall report, on or
26 before the first Wednesday in January, nineteen hun-
-27 dred and six, to the general court. The compensation
28 of the members of said commission shall be fixed by the
29 governor, with the advice and consent of the council.


