
SENATE No. 88.

To accompany the petition of David D. Leahy for the passage of reso-
lutions relative to the election of United States Senators by popular
vote. Federal Relations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Five

RESOLUTIONS

Relative to the Election of United States Senators by Popular
Vote.

1 Whereas, A large number of state legislatures have
2 at various times adopted memorials and resolutions in
3 favor of election of United States senators by popular
4 vote;

5 And Whereas, The national house of representatives
6 has on four separate occasions, within recent years,
7 adopted resolutions in favor of this proposed change in
8 the method of electing United States senators, which was

not adopted by the senate
10 And Whereas, Article Vof the constitution of the
11 United States provides that congress, on the application
12 of the legislatures of two-thirds of the several states,
13 shall call a convention for proposing amendments, and

of illassadjusctts.
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14 believing there is a general desire upon the part of the
15 citizens of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts that the
16 United States senators should be elected by a direct
17 vote of the people ;

18 Therefore, he it Resolved, That the general court of
19 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts favors the adoption
20 of an amendment to the constitution which shall provide
21 for the election of United States senators by popular
22 vote, and joins with other states of the union in respect-
-23 fully requesting that a convention be called for the pur-
-24 pose of proposing an amendment to the constitution of
25 the United States, as provided for in Article Y of the
26 said constitution, which amendment shall provide for a
27 change in the present method of electing United States
28 senators so that they can be chosen in each state by a
29 direct vote of the people;
30 Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions and appli-
-31 cation to congress for the calling of a convention be sent
32 to the secretary of state of each of the United States,
33 and that a similar copy be sent to the president of the
34 United States senate and the speaker of the house of
35 representatives.


