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Auditor’s Department
Boston, January 5, 1906.

Hon. John N. Cole, Speaker House of Representatives.
My Dear Sir: —I have the honor to transmit herewith

a communication received by me from Charles F. Pidgin,
Chief of the Bureau of Statistics of Labor, relative to an
additional appropriation for the work of the decennial cen-
sus. It would appear from the terms of this communication
that prompt action in the matter was very desirable.

Yours very truly,

HENRY E. TURNER,

Commontomltl) of illassadjusetto.

Auditor.
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Bureau or Statistics of Labor,
Boston, Norember 13, 1905.

Dear Sir : As originally contemplated by the Census
Law passed in 1904, the expenses for the Decennial Census
were not to exceed $350,000. Of this amount $15,000 were
appropriated in 1904 and $275,000 in 1905, making a total
of $290,000. This leaves the sum of $60,000 remaining to
be provided on the original estimate.

The actual cost of the Census of 1905 has not as yet been
arrived at, but the approximate figures are as follows:
Population Enumeration, $120,000; Family Enumeration,
$30,000; Special Schedules, $5,200; Inspection, $15,000;
making a total of $170,200.

The entire cost of the Census of 1895 was $353,000. At
that time, the population of the State amounted to 2,500,000
in round numbers. The Census of 1905 shows a total of
more than 3,000,000, being an increase of 500,000 persons,
or 20 per cent. If to the cost of 1895, $353,000, 20 per
cent is added, it makes a total of $423,000.

Considering that in making the enumeration of the cities,
the majority of them have asked for an enumeration by
streets, squares, and avenues; that in Boston, Newton,
and Brockton the Census was taken by the block system,
causing a large extra expense for enumeration and an in-
creased expense for clerical service; that in this Census,
not only has parent nativity been obtained, but also grand-
parent nativity, in order to show the condition of what is
known as the “native stock;” that information in regard
to children borne by women and the number living has been
obtained, the tabulation of which statistics I am confident

Commonmealtl) of ißaosadjusetts



31906.] HOUSE —No. 32.

will remove the stigma placed upon Massachusetts as re-
gards race suicide; and considering that the addition to our
population of more than 25 nationalities, a great number of
the members of which do not speak English, has greatly in-
creased the cost of interpreters, it cannot reasonably be ex-
pected that the cost of taking such a Census would be less
proportionately than it was in 1895 when the amount of
work done, both in the nature of the field and clerical ser-
vice, was not so great as in the present Census. As a mat-
ter of fact, the cost of the Population Census has been so
great that the amount set apart for taking the statistics of
Agriculture was required for the Population Enumeration.
I am accordingly obliged to ask the legislature to appro-
priate a further sum of $50,000 to complete the Census field
work, for the salaries of the clerical force required for the
tabulations, and the usual contingent expenses.

I may say in conclusion that, with the money so far ex-
pended, a Trade Census has been secured covering all the
mercantile establishments in the State. This work is addi-
tional to what was done in 1895, for although a Trade Cen-
sus was called for by the law, it was collected for only four
cities. The statistics of Manufactures have been gathered
in the most complete manner, as have also the statistics of
The Fisheries and of Coastwise and Ocean Commerce. I
am confident from tabulations so far made that the gross
totals for The Fisheries and Commerce will be far in advance
of the amounts obtained in 1895.

The Special Schedules will supply, when tabulated, in-
formation of great value to many of the State Departments,
which may be summarized, briefly, as follows :

Board of Health. Information concerning the prevalence
of acute and fchronic diseases on May 1, 1905, and existing
cases of consumption.

Prison Commissioners. Special statistics relating to pris
oners and juvenile offenders.

Board of Insanity. Special statistics relating to the in-
sane and feeble-minded.

Board of Charities. Special statistics relating to paupers
and neglected and dependent children.
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In addition special statistics have been procured concern-
ing the blind; deaf, deaf and dumb; the maimed, lame and
deformed ; the epileptic, and those having other defective
physical conditions. Besides these special statistics, the
Special Agents who gather the statistics of agriculture will
also obtain information which will be of value to the State
Forester, the preparations having already been made. The
population schedules will also supply statistics of employ-
ment and unemployment, of injurious occupations, life in-
surance and industrial insurance of children, and number of
veterans of the Civil and Spanish-American wars now living,
and the occupations of members of the Massachusetts Vol-
unteer Militia. Work is also well advanced on statistics
relating to Public and Private Schools, Libraries and Read-
ing Rooms. The collection of the statistics of Agriculture
is the only field work that remains to be done.

By the terms of the Census Law, the copy for the Census
must be in the hands of the printer by the first of September,
1906. In order that the law may be complied with, it is
absolutely necessary that the additional appropriation called
for should be made as soon as possible, so that the Special
Agents required for collecting the statistics of Agriculture
may be appointed and a full complement of clerks be called
into the office for the tabulation of the work.

I have the honor to be,
Yours respectfully,

CHAS. F. PIDGIN,
Chief of Bureau

Hon. Henry E. Turner,
State Auditor, State House , Boston,

Mass,


