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The commission appointed under chapter 96 of the Re-
solves of 1905, entitled “A Resolve to investigate the
Desirability of establishing a Memorial Reservation on the
Daniel Webster Homestead at Marshfield,” report that they
have carefully considered the matter, having personally vis-
ited the Webster estate, and given public hearing at the
State House, after full notice.

The present owner of the Webster estate has stated that
while at one time he had in mind $lOO,OOO as a price for it,
he now does not desire to dispose of it. Should the Com-
monwealth take it by right of eminent domain, the amount
for damages by a jury cannot be estimated. Mr. Webster’s
house and stable were destroyed by fire some thirty years
ago, and have been replaced by new buildings. The office
which he used, about 15 by 20 feet in dimension, is still
standing.

The commission are of opinion that under these circum-
stances the Commonwealth would not be justified in incur-
ring so large an expenditure as would be involved in taking
the whole estate.

<£ommmuucaltl) of iHaesacljusctts.

REPORT.

Mr. Webster is buried in a containing about two
and a half acres, where are also buried other members of his
family, also Governor Josiah Winslow of the Plymouth
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Colony, and other Marshfield citizens. The graveyard is
the property of the town of Marshfield, but is not now
much used for burial. It is 2,570 feet from the highway,
and is approached by an avenue over which there is a right
of way to it through land of the Webster estate now owned
by Mr. Walton Hall.

The Webster tomb is surmounted by a marble slab, with
the simple inscription “Daniel Webster.”

The commission suggest that it would be a fitting- memo-oo o
rial to Mr. Webster for the Commonwealth to take this grave-
yard and the right of way to it as a reservation, preserving
an}r private rights of burial; also to take land on each side
of said way, so as to make an avenue 50 feet in width, to be
made with a macadamized roadway in the centre 15feet wide ;

also to take the whole knoll on which the graveyard is situ-
ated, which would add to it some 5.6 acres around its four
sides, and thus make provision for ample and fitting sur-
roundings ; also, if the office building above referred to can
be purchased from the present owner, to buy and place it
near the entrance from the highway of the said avenue, and
fit it up as a museum wherein articles commemorative of
Webster may be placed : and also to erect some substantial,
fitting archway over the said entrance, with a proper, simple
inscription.

The owner of the office above referred to is unwilling
to sell it. If, however, at any time it can be purchased, its
location at the entrance of the highway and its use as a
museum wherein articles commemorative of Mr. Webster
can be placed may be worthy of consideration.

It is presumed that the town of Marshfield will give the
graveyard and the right of way to it to the Commonwealth,
subject to the preservation of any private rights of burial.

The commission recommend that the carrying out of this
work, if authorized, and the care of the reservation, be
placed in the control of the Massachusetts Highway Com-
mission or the Trustees of Public Reservations, or such other
body as the General Court shall determine; and that an
appropriation of a sufficient sum be made from year to year
for its maintenance.
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The commission annex hereto a plan of the grounds as at
present, and as contemplated in the above suggestions.

The commission estimate that to take the land necessary
for widening the avenue and embracing the limits of the
knoll above referred to, to build and macadamize the road-
way and otherwise improve the grounds, and to erect a
memorial arch at the entrance of the avenue, would probably
require the sum of $12,000.

They submit herewith an itemized statement of expenses
incurred bv them.

They submit the following bill.
JOHN D. LONG,
ALFREI) E. GREEN
CHARLES S. DAYIS

Commissioners
Expenses incurred

W. L. Sprague, surveying and drawing plan 125 00
Advertising hearing at State House, 11 65
John D. Long, expense of stenographer, .... 1
Chas. S. Davis, travelling expenses, 10 00
Alfred E. Green, travelling expenses, 10 00

Tota 157 65

Section 1. are hereby authorized and directed
to take by purchase, gift or otherwise, in the name and on behalf
of the Commonwealth, the burial ground situated in Marshfield, in
which Daniel Webster is buried, such land around said burying
ground and such laud for a driveway from the highway to said
burying ground as they think proper, and the laud taken under
this act shall be known as the “Webster Memorial Reservation.’

Section 2. Rights of burial in said burying ground and rights
of any person in lots in said burying ground shall not be affected
in any manner by the provisions of this act

Section 3. Said commission after said land is taken shall con-
struct thereon a suitable driveway from the highway to said burying
ground, and such other driveway
and shall erect such fences, do
said land as they think proper
suitable condition. They shall

iys on said land as they think proper :
' such grading and otherwise improve

to put said land in a proper and
erect at the entrance thereto such

imple gateway, including table with suitable inscription, as they
may approv
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Section 4. Said commission shall estimate and determine as
near as may be all damages sustained by any person or corpora-
tion by the taking of land, or any right therein, under this act;
but any one aggrieved by such determination of the commission
may have such damages assessed by a jury of the superior court,
in the same manner as is provided by law with respect to damages
sustained by reason of the laying out of ways. If upon trial
damages are increased beyond the award of the board, the ag-
grieved party shall recover costs, otherwise such party shall pay
costs, and costs shall be taxed as in civil cases; but no suit for
such damages shall be brought after the expiration of two years
from the date of the recording of the taking, as required by the
following section.

Section 5. Within sixty days after any land or right therein
is acquired or taken under this act, the commission shall file and
cause to be recorded in the proper registry of deeds a description
thereof sufficiently accurate for its identification, with a statement
of the purpose for which the same is acquired or taken, which
description shall be signed by a majority of said commission.

Section 6. The town of Marshfield is hereby authorized to
convey to the Commonwealth any rights it may have in said bury-
ing ground and the approaches thereto by a deed signed by a
majority of the selectmen, provided such action is authorized by a
majority vote of those present and voting thereon at any legal

tmeeting called for the purpose
of this act the sum of

allowed and paid out of the treas-
Section 7. To carry out the

twelve thousand dollars shall be
ury of the Commonwealth.

ihall have the care of said reser-Section 8. Said commission
vation, and shall annually submit to the general court a report
and account in regard to the same with an estimate of the cost of
such care and maintenance for the succeeding year.

Section 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage


