
HOUSE Wo. 140

Bill accompanying the petition of Charles E. Ward for legislation rela-
tive to petitions for recounts of votes cast at elections. Election Laws.
January 11.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six.

AN ACT
Relative to Petitions for Recounts of Votes Cast at Elections.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section two hundred and sixty-seven of
2 chapter eleven of the Revised Laws, as amended by sec-
-3 tion twelve of chapter four hundred and seventy-four of
4 the acts of the year nineteen hundred and three, as
5 amended hy section one of chapter two hundred and ninety-
-6 three of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and four, is
7 hereby amended by striking out all after the word “ state-
-8 ment,” in the ninth line, to and including the word

9 “ question,” in the nineteenth line, and inserting in place
10 thereof the words: that, in their belief, owing to errors

<£ommomucaltt) of iHassacljusctte.
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11 made by the election officers, or owing to the closeness of
12 the vote, justice requires a recount of the ballots cast in
13 such ward or town for the election of one or more candi-
14 dates voted for at such election, specifying the candidates
15 or affecting the decision of a question voted upon at such
16 election, specifying the question, —soas to read as fol-
17 lows
18 Section 267. If, on or before five o’clock on the third
19 day next succeeding the day of an election in a ward of a
20 city or in a town, ten or more voters of such ward or town
21 except Boston, and in Boston fifty or more voters of a
22 ward, shall sign in person, adding thereto their respective
23 residences on the first day of May of that year, and cause
24 to he filed with the city or town clerk, or in Boston with

25 the election commissioners, a statement that, in their
26 belief, oiving to errors made by the election officers, or
27 oiving to the closeness of the vote, justice requires a re-
-28 count of the ballots cast in such ward or town for the elec-
-29 tion of one or more candidates voted for at such election,
30 specifying the candidates, or affecting the decision of a

1 question voted upon at such election, specifying the qu
tion, the city or town clerk shall forthwith transmit such
itatement and the envelopes containing the ballots, sealed

4 to the registrars of voters, who shall, without unnecessary

35 delay, open the envelopes, recount the ballots and deter-
-36 mine the questions raised; but upon a recount of votes
37 for town officers in a town in which the selectmen are
38 members of the board of registrars of voters, the recount
39 shall be made by the moderator, who shall have all the
40 powers and perform all the duties conferred or imposed
41 by this section upon registrars of voters.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


