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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six.

AN ACT
Relative to Municipal Lighting Plants.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section nineteen of chapter thirty-
-2 four of the Eevised Laws is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the word “ town,” in line three, the
4 following words; —no one of which shall he in the
5 employ of any gas or electric light company or of
6 any company, firm or individual engaged in the
7 manufacture or sale of any article or commodity
8 used by gas or electric light companies, so as to
9 read as follows:

10 Section 19. A town which has established or vote
11 to establish a gas or electric lighting plant ma
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12 elect a municipal light board consisting of three
13 citizens of the town, no one of which shall be in the
14 employ of any gas or electric light company or of
15 any company, firm or individual engaged in the
16 manufacture or sale of any article or commodity
17 used by gas or electric light companies, one of whom
18 shall be chosen for one year, one for two years, and
19 one for three years, and at each annual meeting
20 thereafter one for a term of three years, who shall
21 have authority to construct, purchase or lease a gas
22 or electric lighting plant in accordance with the

vote of the town and to maintain and operate the
24 same

1 Section 2. Section twenty-two of said chapter is
2 amended by striking out the word “ cost,” in line
3 eighteen, and substituting for it the words; the
4 same rate as charged to other consumers, except
5 that lights used for street lighting shall be charged
6 for at such rate in a city as the city council, with
7 the approval of the mayor, may determine, and in
8 a town at such rate as may be established by vote
9 in the annual town meeting,” and by placing this

10 sentence next after line fourteen so the section shall
11 read as follows:
12 Section 22. There shall be a fixed price for gas
13 and electricity, which shall not be changed oftener
14 than once in three months. Any changed shall take
15 effect on the first day of a month, and shall first be
j. 6 advertised in a newspaper, if any, published in such
17 city or town. The price shall not, except with the
18 written consent of the board of gas and electric
19 light commissioners, be fixed at less than cost, in
20 which shall be included all operating expenses, in-
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21 terest on the net investment in the plant, less assess-
-22 ments collected under section twenty-five at the rate
23 paid upon the bonds above provided for, the require-
-24 ments of the sinking fund established to meet such
25 bonds, and also depreciation of the plant, to be reck-
-26 oned at not less than five per cent per annum of its
27 cost, and losses; but any losses exceeding three per
28 cent of the investment in the plant may be charged
29 in different years at not more than three per cent

10 per annum. The gas and electricity used by the
11 city or town shall be charged to it at the same rat
32 as charged to other consumers, except that light

33 used for street lighting shall he charged for at such
34 rate in a city as the city council, with the approval
35 of the mayor, may determine, and in a town at such
36 rate as may he established by vote in the annual
37 town meeting. Such price shall not be greater than
38 shall allow, above such cost, a profit of eight per
39 cent per annum to the city or town upon its net in-
-40 vestment.




