
HOUSE No. 087.

Bill accompanying the petition of John E. Savage and others for
legislation to prohibit the discharge of sewage and waste matter
into the Neponset River. Public Health. January 23.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six

AN ACT
To provide for the Protection of the Public Health in the

Valley of the Neponset River.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. To amend section one of chapter five
2 hundred and forty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred

and two, which reads: “The state board of health is
4 hereby authorized and directed to prohibit the entrance
5 or discharge of sewage into any part of the Neponset river
6 or its tributaries, and to prevent the entrance or discharge
7 therein of every other substance which may be injurious
8 to public health, or may tend to create a public nuisam
9 or to obstruct the flow of water, including all waste or

10 refuse from factories, manufactories and establishments
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11 employing help, unless the owner thereof is using the
12 best practicable and reasonably available means to render
13 such waste or refuse harmless.”
14 Proposed to be struck out, all words after “ employing
15 help,” so that the section shall read : The state board of
16 health is hereby authorized and directed to prohibit the
17 entrance or discharge of sewage into any part of the
18 Neponset river or its tributaries, and to prevent the en-
-19 trance or discharge therein of every other substance
20 which may be injurious to public health, or may tend to
21 create a public nuisance or to obstruct the flow of water,
22 including all waste or refuse from factories, manufacto-
-28 ries and establishments employing help.
24 To amend section two of chapter five hundred and
25 forty-one, which reads: “ The board shall consult and
26 advise with any such owner at his or their request as to
27 the best practicable and reasonably available means of
28 rendering such waste or refuse harmless, having regard
29 to the circumstances and requirements of the locality and
30 to the industrial interests involved.”
31 Proposed to be struck out, all words after “ harmless,”
32 so that the section shall read: The board shall consult
33 and advise with any such owner at his or their request
34 as to the best practicable and reasonably available means
35 of rendering such waste or refuse harmless.
36 To amend section three of chapter five hundred and
37 forty-one. Proposed to be inserted, the words:
38 Any person or persons violating the provisions of this
39 act shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hun-
-40 dred dollars for each offence, —so that section three will
41 read: The supreme judicial court or any justice thereof
42 and the superior court or.any justice thereof shall have
43 jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of this
44 act and any order made by the state board of health in



HOUSE —No. 687.1906.] 5

45 conformity therewith. Proceedings to enforce any such
46 order shall be instituted and prosecuted by the attorney-
-47 general, upon the request of the state board of health or
48 of any other party in interest. Any person or persons
49 violating the provisions of this act shall be punished I)}'
50 a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars for every
51 offence.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




