
HOUSE No. 809.

anying the petition of A. Homer Skinner for legislation
if a briil Taunton river between

Roads and Bridges.
v

the city of Taunton and the town
January 31.

Commonwealtl) of illasoacl)iisette

in the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six

AN ACT
To provide for the Construction of a Bridge over

Taunton Great River between the City of Pall
River and the Town of Somerset.
Be it enacted by Hie Se :md House of Representatives

and by the authority of thein General Court assembled.
same, as follow.

1 Section 1. The Commonwealth of Massachu-
-2 setts through its proper officials shall condemn
3 the present so-called Slade’s Ferry bridge, which
4 was built in eighteen hundred and seventy-six
5 across Taunton river, from the city of Fall River
6 to the town of Somerset, said bridge having out-
-7 lived its usefulness, and at the present time it is
8 believed to be inadequate, inconvenient, danger-
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9 ous and unsafe for highway traffic and proper
10 steam railroad service.

1 Section 2. The governor of Massachusetts,
2 by the consent of his council, shall appoint the
3 chairman of the board of railroad commissioners,
4 the chairman of the board of harbor and land
5 commissioners, the chairman of the county com-
6 missioners of Bristol county and two officials of
7 the New York, Yew Haven and Hartford Eail-
8 road who shall be recommended by the president
9 of that company, and the five persons above

10 named shall constitute a joint board to act by a
11 majority vote of all its members, and are hereby
12 authorized and directed to build a new draw
13 bridge between the city of Fall River and the
14 town of Somerset over Taunton river, with the
15 necessary approaches and ways thereto, which
1G approaches and ways shall be of such width as

17 the board may determine to accommodate public
18 travel and street car travel on the lower deck of
19 the above named bridge and steam car travel on
20 the upper deck. Said bridge to be built on the

21 site of the present Slade’s Ferry bridge, which
22 shall be removed, and the cost of the removal of
23 the same to be part of the cost of the erection of
24 the new bridge, and when so built said bridge
25 shall be a public highway for accommodation of
26 the usual highway traffic and street electric cars
27 and steam cars.

1 Section 3. The apportionment of cost of this
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2 bridge and the necessary approaches and ways to
8 be as follows: the New York, New Haven and
4 Hartford Railroad Company shall pay sixty per
5 centum of the entire cost; the street car electric
6 roads using the above named bridge shall pay ten
7 per centum of the entire cost; the remaining thirty
8 per centum shall be paid by the city of Pall River,
9 county of Bristol and towns benefited as pro-

10 vided in section six. The cost to the city of Fall
11 River, Bristol county and towns interested shall
12 not exceed the sum of five hundred thousand dol-
-18 lars. The cost and expenses of constructing said
14 bridge, and of acquiring and constructing the
15 necessary approaches and ways as aforesaid, shall
1G be borne in the first instance equally by the county
17 of Bristol and the New York, New Haven and
18 Hartford Railroad Company, and the chairman of
19 the board of railroad commissioners, the chairman
20 of the board of the harbor and land commissioners
21 and the chairman of the county commissioners of
22 Bristol county are hereby authorized and directed
23 to raise such sum or sums of money, or any part
24 thereof, on the credit of the county of Bristol as

25 may be from time to time required for its share of
2G the expenses of the construction of said bridge,
27 and for its share of the expenses of acquiring
28 said property for the approaches thereto; but the
29 interest on such sums of money as said commis-
-30 sioners may borrow shall be raised by taxation,
31 and shall be in addition to the cost of said bridge
32 as herein provided. The money so borrowed
33 shall be deposited in the county treasury and the
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34 county treasurer shall pay out the same as ordered
35 by the above named persons; and said treasurer
36 shall keep a separate and accurate account of said
37 sums borrowed and expended under the provi-
-38 sions of this act, including interest paid on any
39 money borrowed.

1 Section 4. The said board is hereby author-
-2 ized to take by purchase or otherwise, in fee
3 simple, such property, lands, rights or easements
4 as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of
5 this act; and to take otherwise than by purchase
6 they shall first record in the registry of deeds in
7 the Fall River district, in said county of Bristol, a

8 statement containing a description of the land
9 property and rights taken, with their appraisal of

10 the damages by them awarded to the owner or

11 owners of said property; and shall, at the same

12 time, file a plan of the same in said registry, and
13 such recording and filing shall constitute the tak-
-14 ing of said lands, rights and property.
15 Any person or corporation aggrieved by the

16 award of said board may, within one year from
17 the filing of the description aforesaid, apply to have

18 his or its damages assessed by a jury in the same

19 manner as in the case of lands or rights taken foi

20 a highway; but in no case shall interest on such
21 sums as may be recovered against said county ex-

-22 cecd four per centum per annum; and in case the
23 verdict in the superior court shall not exceed the

24 amount of the award of the board, the petitioners
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25 shall not recover any interest after the date of the
26 award.

1 Section 5, The said board, before proceeding
2 with the construction of said works, shall cause

3 such surveys and plans to be made and specifica-
-4 tions prepared as they may deem necessary, the
5 expenses of which shall constitute a part of the
6 expenses of constructing the works herein au-
-7 thorized; and after said plans and specifications
8 have been prepared, said board shall duly adver-
-9 tise for bids for the construction of said bridge,

10 approaches and ways, and shall award the con-
-11 tracts for building the same. ]STo contracts shall
12 be made, and no liability shall be& incurred under
13 authority of this act which might involve the ex-
-14 penditure of any greater sum than is provided
15 herein to be expended.

1 Section 6. When said bridge, approaches and
2 wavs are completed said board shall file in the
3 office of the clerk of the superior court for the
4 county of Bristol a certified statement, in detail,
5 of the cost of said bridge, approaches and ways
6 and of the amount of interest paid on the money
7 borrowed under the provisions of this act. After
8 said statement has been filed said county commis-
-9 sioners or any city or town in said county may

10 petition the superior court for the appointment of
11 three special commissioners, and said court, after
12 such notice as may be deemed proper, shall appoint
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13 said special commissioners. They shall be duly
14 sworn, and after due notice to all parties inter-
-15 ested and after hearings thereon, shall determine,
16 name and report the towns and cities in said
17 county which are or will be specially benefited
18 by the aforesaid bridge, approaches and ways, and
19 shall determine the proportion of the expenses of
20 the construction of the same that shall be paid by
21 the cities and towns and others and by said county
23 of Bristol. The said special commissioners shall
23 also determine and name the cities and towns
24 which shall pay the expenses of the care, raainte-
-25 nance and repairs of said bridge, draw, approaches,
26 ways, abutments and piers, and also the propor-
-27 tion of said expenses which shall be paid by each
28 of said cities and towns and others therefor.
29 Said special commissioners shall make report
30 thereof in writing and shall file the same in the
31 office of the clerk of the superior court for the
32 county of Bristol; and said clerk shall transmit
33 forthwith certified copies of the same to said
34 county commissioners and to the several cities and
35 towns named in said report; and said court shall,
36 unless cause is shown to the contrary, confirm said
37 report and enter judgment or decree thereon, and
38 the same shall then be binding upon all the parties
39 named therein.

1 Section 7. Within twenty days after the

2 entry of a decree or judgment confirming said
3 report by said court, the said clerk shall transmit
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1 a true and attested copy of said report to said
5 county commissioners, and also a copy to each of
0 the cities and towns affected by said report; and
7 within ninety days thereafter each of said cities
8 and towns liable under said report and decree to
9 contribute to the payment of the construction of

10 said bridge, approaches and ways, and to the pay-
-11 ment of damages for acquiring the same, shall
12 pay its proportion of said expenses into the treas-
-18 ury of said county of Bristol.
14 After the entry of said judgment or decree by
15 said court, said county commissioners shall cause
16 notice thereof to be served upon the cities and
17 towns in said county of Bristol, and said notice,
18 with the return of service thereon, shall be filed
19 in the superior court in said county of Bristol;
20 and thereafterwards the care, maintenance and
21 costs of repairs of said bridge, approaches and
22 ways, abutments and piers shall be transferred to

23 and devolve upon said cities and towns and others
24 respectively charged therewith by said judgment
25 or decree.
26 If any city or town or others neglects or refuses
27 to pay its proportionate part of said expenses as
28 required by said judgment or decree, said county
29 commissioners shall, after due notice, issue a war-

-30 rant against said city or town or others for the
31 sum it was ordered to pay, with interest and costs,
32 the same to be collected and paid into the county
33 treasury to be applied in payment of expenses as

34 aforesaid.
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The compensation of said special commissioners
hall be determined by the superior court and

shall be paid by the county of Bristol.

Section 8. In the exercise of the powers con-
ferred by this act, said board shall be subject to
the provisions of chapter ninety-six of the Re-
vised Laws and all other general laws applicable
thereto.

Section 9. ISTo member of the board shall be
disqualified from serving under this act by reason
of residing in any city or town within which any
part of said bridge or its approaches or ways may
lie, any provisions of section twenty of chapter
twenty of the Revised Laws to the contrary
notwithstanding.

Section 10. Any debt incurred or loan issued
by any city or town to defray the expenses or

obligations of said city or town under this act
shall not be included within the limit of indebted-
ness fixed by any statute of this Commonwealth.

Section 11. This act shall take effect upon
its passage and shall repeal acts and resolves of
nineteen hundred and three, chapter four hundred
and sixty-two.


