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House of Representatives, Feb. 14, 1906.

The committee on Water Supply, to whom was referred
the petition (with accompanying bill, House, No. 560) of
George C. Moore and others for legislation to provide for
the establishment of a fire district in that part of Chelmsford
known as North Chelmsford and to authorize the city of
Lowell to supply said town with water, report the accom-
panjdng bill.

For the committee,

GEO. L. JAQUES.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six.

AN ACT
To establish the North Chelmsford Fire District and

to provide for supplying the Same with Water.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of
2 Chelmsford liable to taxation in said town and re-
-3 siding within the territory enclosed by the following
4 boundary lines, to wit:
5 Beginning at a point on the division line between
6 the town of Chelmsford and the city of Lowell which
7 is distant two hundred feet southerly from Prince-
-8 ton street; thence northerly by said town line to
9 the location of the Nashua and Lowell railroad;

10 thence westerly and northwesterly by said railroad
11 location to the Merrimack river at Newfield Eddy,
12 so called, near the stone sheds; thence southwest-
-13 erly to the Dunstable road, so called, at Swain’s
14 pond; thence southeasterly to the Groton road, so

15 called, at Newfield’s or Leach’s pond; thence by
16 the easterly shore of Leach’s pond to the mouth of
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1906.] HOUSE —No. 9GB. 8

17 the canal; thence southerly to the location of the
18 Stony Brook railroad; thence northeasterly by the
19 Stony Brook railroad location to a point two hun-

-20 dred feet southerly of the Princeton boulevard, for-
-21 merly the Old Middlesex turnpike; thence south-
-22 easterly and easterly by a line parallel with said
23 boulevard and two hundred feet southerly thereof
24 to land of the county truant school; thence south
25 erly, easterly and northerly by the county truant
26 school land to a point two hundred feet southerly
27 from said boulevard; thence easterly and parallel
28 with said boulevard to the point of beginning,
29 shall constitute a fire district, and are hereby made
10 a body corporate, by the name of the North Chelms-
-11 ford fire district, for the purpose of supplying them-
-12 selves with water for the extinguishment of fires
33 and for domestic and other purposes, with power to
34 establish fountains and hydrants and to relocate
35 and discontinue the same, to regulate the use of
36 such water and to fix and collect rates to be paid
37 therefor, and to take, by lease, purchase or other-
-38 wise, and to hold property, lands, rights of way and
39 easements for the purposes mentioned in this act,
40 and to prosecute and defend in all actions relating
41 to the property and affairs of the district.

1 Section 2. Said fire district, for the purposes
aforesaid, is hereby authorized to take and distrib

3 ute water to be supplied by the city of Lowell upon
4 such terms as may be agreed upon by the said city
5 and the said district, or to be supplied by driven
6 wells, or in such other manner as the state board of
7 health may approve; and for the purpose of receiv-
-8 ing, holding and distributing the said water the said
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9 district may lay and construct pipes and such
10 other works and structures as may be necessary,
11 under or over any land, water courses, railroads
12 and railways and public or other ways and along
13 any way in the town of Chelmsford, in such manner
11 as not unnecessarily to obstruct the same; and for
15 the purposes aforesaid the said district may dig up
16 any such lands or ways in such manner as to cause
17 the least hindrance to public travel; and all things
18 done upon any such way shall be subject to the di-
-19 rection of the selectmen of said town. The said dis-
-20 trict may also take, by lease, purchase or otherwise,
21 and may hold all lands, rights of way and easements
22 in the said town necessary for receiving, holding and
23 distributing the said water.

1 Section 3. Said fire district shall within .sixty
2 days after taking any land, rights of way, water
3 rights, water sources or easements as aforesaid,
4 otherwise than by lease or purchase, file and cause
5 to be recorded in the registry of deeds for the dis-
-6 trict in which the same are situated, a description
7 thereof sufficiently accurate for identification, with
8 a statement of the purpose for which the same were
9 taken, signed by the water commissioners herein-

-10 after provided for.

1 Section 4. Said fire district shall pay all dam-
-2 ages to property sustained by any person or corpo-
-3 ration by the taking of any lands, water source or
4 water rights, or by laying or maintaining any aque-
-5 ducts or other works for the purpose aforesaid, or

6 by the doing of any other act under authority hereof.
7 Any person or corporation sustaining damages as
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8 aforesaid, and unable to agree with the said district
9 upon the amount thereof, may have them assessed

10 in the manner provided by law with respect to land
11 taken for the laying out of highways. Any person
12 or corporation whose water rights are thus taken
13 or affected may apply as aforesaid within one year
14 after the time when the water is actually withdrawn
15 or diverted, and not thereafter.

1 Section 5. For the purpose of paying all ex-
-2 penses and liabilities incurred under the provisions
3 of this act said district may from time to time issue
4 bonds, notes or certificates of debt, signed by the
5 treasurer of the water district and countersigned
6 by the chairman of the water commissioners here-
-7 inafter provided for, to be denominated on the face
8 thereof, North Chelmsford Fire District Loan, to
9 an amount not exceeding fifty thousand dollars, pay-

-10 able at periods not exceeding thirty years from the
11 dates of issue, and bearing interest payable semi-
-12 annually at a rate not exceeding four per centum
13 per annum. Said district may sell such securities
14 at public or private sale, at not less than par, or
15 pledge the same for money borrowed for the pur-
-16 poses of this act, upon such terms and conditions as
17 it may deem proper. Said district shall pay the
18 interest upon the loan as it accrues, and shall pro-
-19 vide for the payment of the principal at maturity
20 by such annual proportionate payments as will ex-
-21 tinguish the same within the time prescribed by
22 this act. The amounts which may be necessary to
23 make such payments shall without further vote of
24 said district be raised annually by taxation in the
25 manner hereinafter provided.



NO. CHELMSFORD FIRE DISTRICT. [Feb.6

1 Section 6. Said district shall raise by taxation
2 annually a sum which with the income derived from
3 the sale of water and the payments from the town
4 of Chelmsford for hydrant service will he sufficient
5 to pay the current annual expenses of operating its
6 water works and the interest accruing on the bonds
7 issued by said district, together with such payments
8 on the principal as may be required under the pro-
-9 visions of this act. Said district is further author-

-10 ized, by a two-thirds vote of the voters thereof pres-
-11 ent and voting at a legal meeting called for the pur-
-12 pose, to raise by taxation any sum of money for
13 the purpose of enlarging or extending its water
14 works and providing additional pipes, appliances
15 and fixtures connected therewith, not exceeding two
16 thousand dollars in any one year.

1 Section 7. The town of Chelmsford may by a
2 two-thirds vote of the legal voters present and vot-
-3 ing thereon at a legal meeting called for the purpose
4 guarantee the payment of said bonds, notes or cer-

-5 tificates of debt, provided such meeting is held with-
-6 in one year after the acceptance of this act by said
7 district.

1 Section 8. Whenever a tax is duly voted by said
2 district for the purposes of this act the clerk shall
3 send a certified copy of the vote to the assessors of
4 the town of Chelmsford, who shall proceed within
5 thirty days to assess the same in the same manner
6 in all respects in which town taxes are required by
7 law to be assessed. The assessment shall be com-
-8 mitted to the town collector, who shall collect said
9 tax in the manner provided for the collection of
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10 town taxes, and shall deposit the proceeds thereof
11 with the district treasurer for the use and benefit of
12 said district. Said district may collect overdue in-

-13 terest on taxes in the same manner in which interest
11 is authorized to be collected on town taxes: pro-
-15 vided, that said district at the time of voting to
16 raise the tax shall so determine, and shall also fix a
17 time for the payment thereof.

1 Section 9. Said district may make such contracts
2 with individuals, corporations and the town of
3 Chelmsford for supplying water as may be agreed
4 upon, and may fix and collect rates for the use of
5 such water, and may discontinue or shut off the
6 water for the non-payment of such rates and for
7 violation of the terms of any such contract or agree-
-8 ment.

1 Section 10. The city of Lowell may extend its
2 conduits, pipes, mains or other works into the town
3 of Chelmsford and distribute water through the
4 Chelmsford fire district or any part thereof, and
5 may regulate the use of such water and fix and col-
-6 lect rates for the use of the same; and said fire dis-
-7 trict may make such contract with the city of Low-
8 ell for water for the extinguishment of fires and for
9 other purposes as may be agreed upon between said

10 fire district and the said city, and the said city may
11 establish and maintain fountains and hydrants and
12 relocate or discontinue the same.

1 Section 11. Said North Chelmsford fire district
2 or the town of Chelmsford shall have the right at
3 any time to take, by purchase or otherwise, the
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4 property and all tlie rights and privileges of the
5 city of Lowell held under the provisions of this act
G within the town of Chelmsford on payment to said
7 city of the actual cost of the same. The city of
8 Lowell shall keep a separate account of the con-
9 struction expenses and receipts of its plant within

10 the town of Chelmsford, which account shall be open
11 to the selectmen or other committee appointed by
12 the said town or to the water commissioners or
13 other committee appointed by the said fire district.
14 In case said town or said fire district shall vote to
15 purchase said property, rights and privileges and
16 cannot agree with the city of Lowell upon the
17 amount of the total actual cost thereof, then in a
18 suit in equity, brought either by the city or by the
19 town or fire district, the supreme judicial court shall
20 ascertain and fix such total cost in accordance with
21 the foregoing provisions and shall enforce the right
22 of the town of Chelmsford or the said fire district
23 to take possession of said property, rights and priv-
-24 ileges upon the payment of such cost to the city of
25 Lowell.

1 Section 12. The first meeting of said district
2 shall be called on petition of ten or more legal voters
3 therein, by a warrant from the selectmen of the
4 town of Chelmsford, or from a justice of the peace,
5 directed to one of the petitioners, requiring him to
6 give notice of the meeting by posting copies of said
7 warrant in two or more public places in said dis-
-8 trict seven days at least before the time of said
9 meeting. One of the selectmen shall preside at the

10 meeting until a clerk is chosen and sworn. After
11 the choice of a moderator for said meeting the ques-
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12 tion of the acceptance of this act shall be submitted
13 to the voters, and if it shall be accepted by a ma-
ll Jority vote of the voters present and voting thereon
15 it shall go into effect, and the meeting may then
16 proceed to act on the other articles contained in the
17 warrant.

1 Section 13. The North Chelmsford Fire District
11, after the acceptance of this act at a legal meet-

3 ing called for the purpose, elect by ballot three per-
-1 sons to hold office, one until the expiration of three
5 years, one until the expiration of two years and one
6 until the expiration of one year from the next suc-
-7 ceeding annual district meeting, to constitute a
8 hoard of water commissioners; and at every annual
9 meeting thereafter one such commissioner shall be

10 elected by ballot for the term of three years. All
11 the authority granted to said district by this act
12 and not otherwise specially provided for shall be
13 vested in said board of water commissioners, who
14 shall be subject however to such instructions, rules
15 and regulations as the district may impose by its
16 vote. Said commissioners shall appoint a treasurer
17 of said district, who may he one of their number,
18 who shall give bonds to the district to such an
19 amount and with such sureties as may be approved
20 by the commissioners; and a majority of the com-
-21 missioners shall constitute a quorum for the trans-
-22 action of business. Any vacancy occurring in said
23 board from any cause may he filled for the remain-
-24 der of the unexpired term by said fire district at
25 any legal meeting called for the purpose. No money
26 shall be drawn from the district treasury on ac-
-27 count of the water works except by a written order
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28 of said commissioners or a majority of them. The
29 commissioners shall annually make to said district
30 a full report in writing of their doings and expend-
-31 itures.

1 Section 14. Said district may adopt by-laws pre-
-2 scribing by whom and how meetings may be called
3 and notified, and, upon the application of ten or
4 more legal voters in the district, meetings may also
5 be called by warrant as provided in section ten,
6 Said district may also provide rules and regulations
7 for the management of its water works, not incon-
-8 sistent with this act or with the laws of the Com-
-9 monwealth, and may choose such other officers not

10 provided for in this act as it may deem proper and
11 necessary.

1 Section 15. Whoever wilfully or wantonly cor-

-2 rupts, pollutes or diverts any water obtained or sup-

3 plied under this act, or wilfully or wantonly injures
4 any reservoir, standpipe, aqueduct, pipe or other
5 property owned or used by said district for the pur-
-6 poses of this act, shall forfeit and pay to the district

7 three times the amount of damages assessed there-
-8 for, to be recovered in an action of tort; and upon
9 conviction of any of the above acts shall be pun-

10 ished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars

11 or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding six

12 months.

1 Section 16. This act shall take effect upon its

2 acceptance by a majority vote of the voters of said
3 district present and voting thereon at any legal dis-

-4 trict meeting called for the purpose within three
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5 years after the passage of this act; but it shall be-
-6 come void unless the said district or the said city of
7 Lowell shall begin to distribute water to consumers
8 iu the North Chelmsford fire district within three
9 years after the date of the acceptance of this act as

10 aforesaid.




