
HOUSE No. 1052.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1906.

The committee on Cities, to whom was referred the peti-
tion (with accompanying bill, House, No. 745) of Frank
L. White and others for legislation to provide for certain
amendments to the charter of the city of Medford, report in
part, the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

FRANK L. WHITE

CommontDcaltl) of ilTassadjusctts.



MEDFORD CITY CHARTER. [Mar,2

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six.

AN ACT
To amend the Charter of the City of Medford.

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

same ,
as follows

ven of chapter three hundred
of the year nineteen hundred

1 Section 1. Section se
2 and forty-five of the acts

and three is hereby amended by inserting at the end
4 thereof the following: The board, upon request in writ-
5 ing of twenty-five per centum of the qualified voters, shall
6 order placed upon the official ballot for a municipal elee-
-7 tion any question of public interest set forth in such
8 request, provided such question can be answered by yes
9 or no, —so as to read as follows:

10 Section 7. General meetings of the inhabitants of the
11 city may from time to time be held, according to the right
12 secured to the people by the constitution of the Common-
-13 wealth; and such meetings may, and upon the request in
14 writing of fifty qualified voters setting forth the pur-
-15 poses thereof shall, be, called by the board of aldermen.
16 The board, upon request in writing of twenty-five per
17 centum of the qualified voters, shall order placed upon
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HOUSE No. 10521906. 3

18 the official ballot for a municipal election, any question of
19 public interest set forth in such request, provided such
20 question can be answered by yes or no.

1 Section 2. Section twenty-two of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by adding thereto the following: The
3 board of aldermen shall have the right of inquiry and
4 investigation into the conduct of any department of the
5 city, and expenditure of any appropriations made by the
6 board; and any justice of the superior court, or of the
7 supreme judicial court, sitting in equity shall have the
8 power to enforce the provisions hereof on application of
9 the board of aldermen, s

10 Section 22. Except as
11 board of aldermen shall in

io as to read as follows
otherwise provided herein the
general have and exercise the

12 legislative powers of towns
13 and shall have all the powe
14 councils and boards of akh
15 of the Commonwealth, and

i and the inhabitants thereof,
rs and authority given to city
irmen under the general laws
shall be subject to the duties

16 imposed on city ards of aldermen; and
17 shall have and exercise all the powers, other than execu-

towns, and to the selectmen18 tive, given to selectmen of
19 of the town of Medford,
20 city of Medford, under any
21 with reference to said tow:
22 consistent herewith. The

r to the city council of the
ssed

vn or city of Medford not in
board of aldermen shall have

23 the right of inquiry ar investigation into the conduct
city and expenditure of any24 of any department of th

25 appropriations made by th
26 the superior court or of the

rd; and any justice of
irt sittingupreme j

27 in equity shall have the j fie provisions

28 hereof on application of the f aldermen

1 Section 3. Section tv
2 hereby amended by strikin

aid chapter is
same after theut



MEDFORD CITY CHARTER. [Mar.4

word “ board ” in the eighth line, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following; —lf any such appointee has been
5 rejected twice by the board of aldermen, the mayor shall
6 submit a new appointee to the board other than the name
7 rejected. Any officer, except assessors, city collector and
8 city treasurer so appointed, may be suspended by the
9 mayor by the service of an order, in which he shall state

10 specific causes therefor, upon the officer sirspended and
11 filing a certified copy of the same in the office of the city
12 clerk, which shall be kept on file and subject to public
13 inspection. The aforesaid service may be made either
14 personally or at the last and usual place of residence of
15 the officer in question. Any action taken hereunder, to-
-16 gether with a copy of the order of suspension, shall be
17 forthwith reported to the board of aldermen by the mayor
18 and shall constitute a removal in fifteen davs after such
19 notice is received by the board unless within said time
20 such officer asks for a public hearing thereon before the
21 board; such a hearing, if asked for, shall be given within
22 one week thereafter and upon the conclusion thereof if
23 the board shall determine by a vote of a majority of all
24 of its members, taken by roll call, that the mayor’s sus-
-25 pension be not sustained, said official shall at once be re-
-26 instated, so as to read as follows:
27 Section 27. The mayor shall appoint, subject to the
28 confirmation or rejection of the board of aldermen, all
29 the officers of the city, unless their election or appoint-
-30 ment is herein or by statute law otherwise provided for.
31 ISTo such appointment made by the mayor shall be acted
32 upon by the hoard of aldermen until the expiration of
33 one week from the time when the appointment is trans-
-34 Aitted to the board. If any such appointee has been re-
-35 jected twice by the board of aldermen, the mayor shall
36 submit a new appointee to the board other than the name



HOUSE —No. 1052loue.j 5

37 rejected. Any officer, except assessors, city collector and
38 city treasurer so appointed may be suspended by the
39 mayor by the service of an order, in which he shall state
40 specific causes therefor, upon the officer suspended and

41 filing a certified copy of the same in the office of the city
42 clerk, which shall be kept on file and subject to public
43 inspection. The aforesaid service may be made either
44 personally or at the last and usual place of residence of
45 the officer in question. Any action taken hereunder, to-
-46 gether with a copy of the order of suspension, shall be
47 forthwith reported to the board of aldermen by the mayor,
48 and shall constitute a removal in fifteen days after such
49 notice is received by the board unless within said time
50 such officer asks for a public hearing thereon before the
51 board; such a hearing, if
52 one week thereafter and
53 the board shall determine
54 of its members, taken by
55 pension be not sustained,
56 instated.

asked for, shall be given within
upon the conclusion thereof if
by a vote of a majority of all
roll call, that the mayor’s sus-
said official shall at once be re-

1 Section 4. Section twenty-eight of said chapter is
2 hereby amended by inserting at the end thereof the fol-
3 lowing: and such record shall be open at all times to
4 public inspection, —so as to read as follows:
5 Section 28. The mayor shall cause to be kept a public
6 record of all his official acts, and for that purpose and
7 to aid him in his official duties he may, without the con-
8 firmation of the board of aldermen, appoint one or more
9 clerks, whose compensation shall be fixed by the board of

10 aldermen; ancj such record shall be open at all times t
11 public inspection

1 Section 5. Section thirty-nine of said chapter i
2 hereby amended by striking out all of said section after
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3 the word “ city ” in the thirteenth line, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following; Whenever mechanical or
5 other work is required to be done, by contract, or supplies
6 are required for the city, at a cost amounting to five hun-
-7 dred dollars or more, the board, committee or head of de-
-8 partment having the matter in charge shall invite propos-
-9 als therefor by advertisements, such advertisements to state

10 the time and place of opening the proposals, which shall be
11 publicly opened, and reserving the right to reject any or
12 all proposals. Every proposal for doing such work or
13 making such sale shall be accompanied by a suitable bond
14 or certificate of deposit for the faithful performance of
15 such proposal, and all such proposals shall be kept by the
16 officer or board inviting the same, and shall be open to
17 public inspection after such proposals have been accepted
18 or rejected. All contracts made by any department of
19 the city, when the amount involved is one hundred dol-
20 lars or more, shall be in writing, and no such contract
21 shall be deemed to have been made or executed until the

2 approval of the mayor is affixed thereto. All contracts
3 made as aforesaid shall, when the amount is five hundred

24 dollars or more, be accompanied by a bond with sureties
25 satisfactory to the board, committee or head of depart-
-26 ment having the matter in charge, or a deposit of money
27 or other security for the faithful performance of such
28 contracts; and such bonds or other securities shall be
29 deposited with the city treasurer until the contract has
30 been carried out in all respects; and no such contract shall
31 be altered except by a written agreement of the contractor,
32 the sureties on his bond and the officer or board making
33 the contract, with the approval of the mayor affixed
34 thereto. If the amount involved is between one hundred
35 and five hundred dollars such bond or deposit may be
36 required, and except as otherwise provided herein or by
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37 law required, no expenditure shall be made or liability
38 incurred for any purpose beyond the appropriations pre-

-39 viously made therefor, —■ so as to read as follows:
40 Section 39. The several administrative boards and offi-
-41 cers having charge of departments shall, within their re-

y all labor, make and execute42 spective departments, emplc
43 all necessary contracts, pu
44 plies, have charge of the »

45 pair of all public building
46 care, custody and manageim

47 tions, buildings and other

■chase all materials am
mstruction, alteration and re-
s and works, have the entire
;nt of all public works, institu-
public property, and shall in

direction and control of all
business; and they shall at

48 general have the immediate
49 executive and administrativ
50 all times be accountable for
51 duties to the mayor as the
52 city. Whenever mechanics

the proper discharge of their
chief executive officer of the
il or other work is required
supplies are required for the
live hundred dollars or more,

53 to be done by contract, or
54 city, at a cost amounting to

ad of department having the
ite proposals therefor by ad

55 the board, committee or he
56 matter in charge, shall inv
57 vertisements, such advertisements to state the time and
58 place of opening the proposals, which shall be publicly
59 opened, and reserving the right to reject any or all pro-
60 posals. Every proposal for doing such work or makir
61 such sale shall be accompanied by a suitable bond or cer-
-62 tificate of deposit for the faithful performance of such
63 proposal, and all such proposals shall be kept by the offi-
-64 cer or board inviting the same, and shall be open to pub-
-65 lie inspection after said proposals have been accepted
66 or rejected. All contracts made- by any department of
67 the city, when the amount involved is one hundred dol-
-68 lars or more, shall be in writing, and no such contract
69 shall be deemed to have been made or executed until the
70 approval of the mayor is affixed thereto. All contr
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71 made as aforesaid shall, when the amount is five hundred
72 dollars or more, be accompanied by a bond with sureties
73 satisfactory to the board, committee or head of depart-
-74: ment having the matter in charge, or a deposit of money
75 or other security for the faithful performance of such
76 contract and such bonds or other securities shall be de-
77 posited with the city treasurer until the contract has been
78 carried out in all respects; and no such contract shall
79 be altered except by a written agreement of the contractor,
80 the sureties on his bond and the officer or board making
81 the contract, with the approval of the mayor affixed there-
-82 to. If the amoimt involved is between one hundred
83 and five hundred dollars, such bond or deposit may be
84: required, and except as otherwise provided herein, or by
85 law required, no expenditure shall be made or liability
86 incurred for any purpose .beyond the appropriations pre-
-87 viously made therefor.

1 Section' 6. Section forty-two of said chapter is hereby
2 amended by inserting after the word “ aldermen ” in the

rds: - or any committee thereofthird line thereof, the wc

4 thereunto authorized by the board, —so as to read as
5 follows

dministrative board, through its
r having charge of a department,
the board of aldermen, or any

6 Section Jf.2. Every a
7 chairman and every office
8 shall, at the request of
9 committee thereof thereunto authorized by the board, ap-

-10 pear before it and give such information as it may require
11 in relation to any matter, act or thing connected with the
12 discharge of the duties of such board or office; and when
13 requested to appear the officer who appears shall have the
14 right to speak upon all matters under consideration re-
-15 lating to his department.

1 Section' 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


