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House of Representatives, March 29, 1906.

The committee on Mercantile Affairs, to whom was
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1)
as relates to telegraph and telephone corporations, report
the accompanying bill.

For the committee,

HARVEY WHEELER.

House of Representatives, April 11, 1906.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred
the bill relative to the supervision by the Massachusetts
Highway Commission of all companies engaged in the
transmission of intelligence by electricity (House, No.
1120), report that the same ought to pass in a new draft
herewith submitted.

For the committee

CHARLES A. ANDREWS

Commoiuocaltl) of illnssndiusctts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Six

AN ACT
Relative to the Supervision by the Massachusetts High-

way Commission of all Companies engaged in the
Transmission of Intelligence by Electricity.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts highway commis-
-2 sion shall have general supervision of all companies
3 engaged in the transmission of intelligence by elec-
-4 tricity within this Commonwealth, and shall make
5 all necessary examinations and inquiries and keep
6 themselves informed as to the compliance of the
7 several corporations and companies with the pro-
-8 visions of law. None of said commissioners shall
9 be in the employ of or own any stock in any com-

10 pany engaged in the transmission of intelligence
11 by electricity in this Commonwealth, or be in any
12 way, directly or indirectly, pecuniarily interested
13 in the manufacture or sale of any article or com-
-14 modity used by such corporations or companies, or

15 for any purpose connected with the business of
16 transmission of intelligence by electricity or be con-
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17 nected with, or in the employ of any person, part-
-18 nership, association or corporation which finances
19 any such company. Each member of said commis-
-20 sion shall receive from the Commonwealth annually
21 fifteen hundred dollars in addition to the compen-mpen
22 sation now provided by law

1 Section 2. Said commission may expend in the
2 performance of their duties under this act for
3 necessary statistics, books, stationery, clerical,
4 travelling and incidental expenses, a sum not ex-

-5 ceeding six thousand dollars annually.

1 Section 3. All sums of money annually appro-
-2 priated for the additional salaries and expenses of
3 the Massachusetts highway commission required by
4 this act shall be apportioned by the tax commis-
-5 sioner among the several corporations or compa-
-6 nies engaged in the business of the transmission of
7 intelligence by electricity within the Common-
-8 wealth; and on or before the first day of July in
9 each year, he shall assess upon each of said corpo-

10 rations or companies its share of such sums in pro-
-11 portion to its gross earnings in this Commonwealth
12 for the year last preceding the year in which the
13 assessment is made; and such assessment shall be
14 collected in the same manner as taxes upon corpo-
-15 rations.

] Section 4. Said commission shall annually, on

2 or before the first Wednesday in January, transmit
3 to the secretary of the Commonwealth a report to
4 the general court of all proceedings under the pro-

-5 visions of this act during the period covered by the
6 report, together with such suggestions as to the
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7 condition of affairs or conduct of corporations and
8 companies engaged in the transmission of intelli-
-9 gence by electricity as to said commission may

10 seem appropriate.

1 Section 5. Upon complaint in writing relative
2 to the service or charges for service in, to or from
3 any city or town (in the Commonwealth) as ren-
-4 dered or made by any company or corporation en-
-5 gaged therein in the transmission of intelligence by
6 electricity, signed by the mayor of a city or the
7 selectmen of a town, or by twenty customers thereof,
8 the commission shall notify the corporation or com-
-9 pany, by leaving at its office or place of business in

10 such city or town a copy of such complaint, and
11 shall thereupon, after notice, give a public hearing
12 to such complainant or complainants and such cor-
-13 poration or company, and after said hearing may
14 make such recommendations in the premises as
15 may seem just and reasonable concerning the re-
-16 duction, modification or continuation of said charges
17 or improvements in the quality of said service, and
18 such other recommendations in the premises as the
19 commission shall deem just and proper. Any rec-
-20 ommendations made by said commission as here-
-21 inbefore provided shall be transmitted in writing
22 to the corporation or company complained of, and
23 a report of such proceedings and the result thereof
24 shall be included in the annual report of said com-
-25 mission, together with a statement of what action,
26 if any, the company has taken on the reeommenda-
-27 tion.

1 Section 6. If a corporation or company engaged
2 in the transmission of intelligence by electricity
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3 violates or neglects in any respect to comply with
4 the provisions of any law, said commission shall
5 give due notice thereof in writing to such corpo-
-6 ration or company and to the attorney-general, who
7 shall take such proceedings thereon as he may deem
8 expedient.

1 Section 7. The supreme judicial court or the
2 superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity,
3 upon the application of said commission, to enforce
4 all lawful orders of said commission and all pro-
-5 visions of law herein contained.

1 Section 8. Every corporation or company en-
-2 gaged in the business of the transmission of intelli-
3 gence by electricity within the Commonwealth shall
4 annually, on or before the first day of October in
5 each year after the year nineteen hundred and six,
6 submit to said commission a report of its doings
7 for the year ending on such date or dates preced-
-8 ing, as said commission may designate, which shall
9 be in such form and detail as the commission may

10 from time to time prescribe, and shall he called the
11 “ annual return.” Such return shall be sworn to
12 by the treasurer and by the chief accounting officer
13 of such corporation or company, and shall include
14 a statement of its business, receipts and expendi-
-15 tures within the Commonwealth during the year,

16 its dividends paid out and declared, the amount of
17 its authorized capital and its indebtedness and
18 financial condition, on such date or dates as said
19 commission may designate.

1 Section 9. Every corporation or company en
2 gaged in the business of the transmission of intel
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3 ligence by electricity within the Commonwealth ne-
-4 glecting to make the annual return required by the
5 preceding sections shall, for the first fifteen days
6 or portion thereof during which such neglect con-
-7 tinues, forfeit five dollars a day; for the second
8 fifteen days or any portion thereof, ten dollars a
9 day; and for each day thereafter not more than fif-

10 teen dollars a day. If any company unreasonably
11 refuses or neglects to make such return, it shall,
12 in addition thereto, forfeit not more than five hun-
-13 dred dollars for each offence. All forfeitures re-
-14 covered under the provisions of this act shall be
15 paid into the treasury of the Commonwealth.

1 Section 10. In addition to the annual return re-
-2 qnired by section eight, every such corporation or
3 company shall at all times, upon request, furnish to
4 the said commission any and all information re-
-5 qnired by said commission concerning the condition,
6 management and operation of its business within
7 the Commonwealth, or concerning its rates or
8 charges or the facilities afforded by it to the public
9 therein, and shall comply with all lawful orders of

10 said commission; and said commission may at all
11 reasonable times have access to the books of such
12 corporation or company.

1 Section 11. Every corporation or company en-
-2 gaged in the business of the transmission of intelli-
-3 gence -by electricity within the Commonwealth shall
4 keep their books and accounts covering their busi-
-5 ness done within this Commonwealth in form ap-
-6 proved by said commission.

1 Section 12. The word “ company ” shall include
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2 every person, partnership, association and corpo-
-3 ration engaged in the business of the transmission
4 of intelligence by electricity.

1 Section 13. In all cases investigated and in
2 quiries made by the board, and in all proceedings
3 before it, any member thereof may summon wit-
-4 nesses in behalf of the Commonwealth, and may
5 administer oaths and take testimony. The fees of
6 such witnesses for attendance and travel shall be
7 the same as for witnesses before the superior court,
8 and shall be paid by the Commonwealth upon the
9 certificate of the board filed with the auditor.

1 Section 14. This act shall take effect upon the
2 first dav of July, nineteen hundred and six.




