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Board of Harbor and Land Commissioners

Hon. John N. Cole, Speaker of the House of Representatives
, Stale House

Sm : I have the honor to forward herewith a report of
the Harbor and Land Commissioners under the provisions
of a Resolve passed at this session entitled “ Resolve to pro-
vide for a survey by the Board of Harbor and Land Com-
missioners of the Harbor of West Falmouth in the town of
Falmouth.”

For the Board,

WOODWARD EMERY

Commomucaltl) of Hlaosacl)usctts.

Chairman
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Board of Harbor and Land Com mission ees,
State House, Boston, April 11, 1906.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives, Slate House ,

Boston

Pursuant to chapter 31 of the Resolves of the present ses-
sion, directing the Board of Harbor and Land Commission-
ers to make a survey of the channel of the harbor of West
Falmouth in the town of Falmouth and report thereon to the
General Court, with estimates of the cost of dredging the
channel to such depth and width as the Board may deem
advisable, the Board has caused a survey and estimate to
be made, and has the honor to report as follows :

The harbor of W est Falmouth is a small bay on the east-
erly side of Buzzards Bay principally used for yachting.
The wharf at the head of the main bay is used for landing
small quantities of coal. The entrance is about 1,200 feet
lyide and the bay extends inland about 2,500 feet, with a
general width of 1,200 to 1,500 feet. It is divided from
the inner bays by Long Point, a narrow neck of land pro-
jecting across the inner end of the outer bay, which connects
with the inner baj'-s through a narrow channel about (500 feet
wide. The inner bay extends about 2,000 feet’north and
an equal distance south of the connecting channel, and has
a width to the north of 800 to 1,000 feet and to the south
of nearly 2,000 feet.

At the entrance to the outer bay a stone breakwater and
wharf have been built, extending from the southerly head-
land in a northerly direction about 280 feet. The northern
part of the bay is comparatively shoal. The channel which
follows along the southerly shore has a depth of from (5 to 7
feet for nearly its whole length from the entrance to the
channel into the inner bay, except that its mouth is obstructed
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by a bar, through which a channel has been dredged with a
depth of from 4to 5 feet. This channel has an average width
of about 75 feet.

In the inner bay two narrow channels extend through the
hats, one into the northerly half and one into the southerly
half, with a depth of 2to 3 feet at low water. The greatest
depth which can be carried into the wharf at the foot of the
road leading from the railroad station is a little over 1 foot
at low water.

The channel for which a survey has been made is from
Buzzards Bay 150 feet wide and 6 feet deep at mean low
water, following the present channel to the end of Long
Point, curving slightly around the end of the point and
running thence directly to the existing stone wharf. The
present channel is said to be obstructed by the mooring of
boats and yachts, as it is the only deep water in the harbor.

A short time ago, it is said, some of the summer residents
dredged an area on the northerly side of the existing chan-
nel near its inner end as a basin in which to moor theirboats.
This dredged area has a depth of from 3 to 4 feet at low
water, and between it and the channel is a bar with about a
foot of water at low tide

For the purpose of perfecting the proposed project it
would be advisable to remove this bar and thus open up an
available anchorage basin

Where the proposed channel would cross the flats at the
end of Long Point are a number of large boulders, the cost
of removing which is not included in the estimate because
of information received that parties interested in the im-
provement of the harbor propose removing them in the
early summer at their own expense.

The excavated material should be dumped in deep water
within a mile of the entrance of the harbor, and the probable
cost should be estimated at 30 cents a cubic yard, although
it is possible that contractors may be willing to bid a 1
sum.

The estimated cost of excavating the channel 150 feet
wide and 6 feet deep at mean low water from the entrance
at Buzzards Bay to the stone wharf at the foot of the road
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the entire projectMaking the estimated total cost of $28,300

If a contract could be made on the basis of 25 or
r cubic yard, the cost would be proportionately 1c

20 cent
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For the Board,

WOODWARD EMERY,
Chairman.


