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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
I have the honor to call your attention to the accom-

panying communication from the Commission to Recodify
the Insurance Laws authorized by a Resolve of the pres-
ent year to serve in an advisory capacity to the executive
and to the joint legislative committee on insurance.

In my inaugural address I called attention to the fact
that the revelations as to the practices of the great life
insurance companies of New York had roused the country
to just indignation ; that certain fraternal orders had met
in convention, to suggest reforms; that the insurance
commissioners of the various States had met, and were
again to meet; and that committees of policy holders of
the great New York companies had organized, and were
later to report their findings.

At that time it was thought that the recommendations
in regard to uniform life insurance legislation, which it
was expected would be made by the convention to be
held in Chicago in February, would be available before
this date. This convention was composed of governors,
attorneys-general and insurance commissioners, or repre-
sentatives designated by them, and was participated in by
Massachusetts. The convention was adjourned to Sep-
tember, after having appointed a sub-committee to draft
recommendations for much needed reforms.
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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. [Apr. 1906.2

The next General Court should, in my judgment, con-
sider the findings of this national insurance convention,
and as any legislation on the subject of life insurance
passed this year might need to be reviewed in the light
of such recommendations, I suggest that your honorable
bodies consider whether it may not be well to extend the
life of the commission appointed under a resolve of the
present Legislature, with instructions to report to the next
General Court what legislation is needed to make our
present laws concerning life insurance correspond to the
uniform legislation that may be recommended in Septem-
ber for the whole country, together with such additional
legislation as the commission may deem wise.

Grave matters which demand wide-reaching reform
might possibly be acted upon at once if we choose to do
so, but I respectfully suggest to your .honorable bodies
that a more thorough reform may be obtained, and hopes
for the enactment of more durable and uniform laws may
be realized, if new legislation be postponed until after the
completion of the inquiries and the report of the national
insurance convention.

This course has been pursued in lowa, Kentucky,
Maryland and Ohio, whose Legislatures have already ad-
journed after deferring life insurance legislation until the
insurance convention has made its report. lam informed
that no State except New York has attempted to act in
advance of this report, and those persons best qualified
to express an opinion upon the condition of legislation in
that State believe that bills pending in the New York
Legislature may, if passed now, require revision next
year.
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